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Crime story of an Epsom workhouse baby

Born 1946 in the Epsom Union Workhouse Ronnie Field lived a life of crime. Together with local Epsom author Martin Knight
he tells his story in Nefarious - A Life in Crime. Released in May this year it was Daily Mail Book of the Week and number one
in the Amazon True Crime chart.

Ronnie Field was a prolific armed robber, close ally of crime boss Joey Pyle for forty years, friend and fellow prisoner of the Kray
twins - he was the last man to stand trial with a Kray brother. Ronnie was also the inaugural prisoner in the notorious Belmarsh
Unit - the “super” prison within a prison.

This is the first time Ronnie has told his incredible story. Nefarious is a raw, honest and sometimes humorous account of an
abusive childhood, almost inevitable journey into criminality and life sharing the fast lane of armed robbery with the real-life
Sweeney and on to the even more dangerous and murky waters of south London’s gangland.

Offering fresh Kray material, unseen photographs and untold stories regarding some of the world’s most infamous gangsters,
Nefarious is an incredible first-hand account from one of the last voices of a generation.

Martin Knight was born in the borough of Epsom & Ewell. Martin has had a long career in newspapers, firstly with the Financial
Times, and then with various media monitoring agencies he has launched. Martin is also an author of local histories and has co-
written autobiographies. He is a shareholder in Early Morning Media Ltd and publisher London Books Ltd. He was a co-founder of
and serves the editorial board of the Epsom and Ewell Times.

Nefarious - a Life in Crime can be purchased via Amazon HERE.

Satisfy your eye at Epsom film festival

Epsom based Satisfied Eye International Film Festival (SEIFF) is set to dazzle film enthusiasts with its “Best of Fest 2024,”
running from July 26-28 at the brand new Picture House in Epsom Square. This special event will showcase the top-rated films
from SEIFF’s history, highlighting exceptional storytelling from over 20 countries since its inception in 2018.

The festival kicks off on July 26 with the “People’s Choice” segment, featuring films like the Spanish short “Ainhoa” and the
heartwarming “A Kiss” from the Netherlands. This selection promises a journey through a variety of emotions, setting the tone for
the weekend.

On July 27, the morning begins with “Kids Animation,” where young audiences can enjoy charming shorts such as “The Kite” and
“lan, A Moving Story.” The afternoon continues with “Best of British,” spotlighting homegrown talent with films like “The Legend
of Bob Leonard” and the poignant “An Irish Goodbye.”

Saturday’s programming also includes the thought-provoking “Underage Engineers,” an inspiring Polish documentary, and the
“Rising Stars” segment, which showcases emerging filmmakers. The day wraps up with “The Human Condition,” exploring deep
human emotions through shorts like “Bonobo” and “Hot Chocolate.”
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Sunday, July 28, starts with “Adult Animation,” including the award-winning “Lost & Found” and the haunting “The Driver Is
Red.” The festival then honors female filmmakers with the “Wonder Women” segment, featuring powerful films like “A Travers”
and “The Letter Room.”

The weekend concludes with “All Blood Runs Red,” a collection of shorts addressing diversity and prejudice, and “A Night at the
Oscars,” celebrating SEIFF’s past Oscar nominees and winners, such as “The Neighbor’s Window” and “Brotherhood.” Finally,
“The Lighter Side” closes the festival on a humorous note with a series of comedies including “Career Day” and “Archibald’s
Syndrome.”

This year’s SEIFF promises a cinematic feast, offering something for everyone and celebrating the best in independent
filmmaking. Don’t miss the chance to experience these compelling stories on the big screen.

For full programme and tickets click HERE

Ahmadiyya roti for local food bank

Fresh bread from local Ahmadi Muslims will be made from the Roti-making factory at the UK’s largest Muslim convention, the
Jalsa Salana, as part of the “Bread for Britain” campaign organized by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and given to local food
banks.

The annual convention (Jalsa Salana) is a three-day event held by members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community at a prop-up
village near Alton that draws over 40,000 participants from more than 115 countries. The purpose of the event is for attendees to
increase religious knowledge as well as to promote peace, spirituality and community. The convention is headlined by His
Holiness Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Caliph of the worldwide Ahmadiyya Muslim Community addressing the congregation on
each of the three days of the event. The event is broadcast live internationally and also features faith and civic leaders,
parliamentarians and diplomats speaking on the importance of enhancing unity, understanding and mutual respect in our ever-
changing world.

Local Ahmadi Muslims from Epsom have been actively involved in organizing the Jalsa Salana. This year, the convention has
expanded its outreach through the “Bread for Britain” campaign, which aims to help address food insecurity by distributing
thousands of roti-breads to several different locations across the UK. Epsom will be one of the towns to benefit from this initiative.

The fresh bread, lovingly made at the convention’s dedicated Roti-bread making factory, symbolises not just nourishment but also
the values of compassion, service, and community. The local community’s effort highlights their commitment to supporting their
neighbours and addressing pressing social issues.

A local representative of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in Epsom stated, “The Bread for Britain programme highlights the
essential duty of every Muslim to help and support their community as the Quran says “give to the kinsman his due and to the
needy and to the wayfarer. That is best for those who seek the favour of Allah”. We hope that through this small gesture we are
able to help our local community.”

The roti breads will be delivered to Lidl Neighbourly food bank in Epsom, to be distributed to individuals and families in need,
providing essential nourishment and demonstrating the strong community ties within Epsom.

As the “Bread for Britain” campaign continues, the Ahmadi Muslim community in Epsom remains dedicated to extending their
charitable efforts beyond the Jalsa Salana, working towards a more compassionate and supportive society.

Image: kavitakapoor License details

Council works with local charities for needy

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is working with three local charities to distribute up to £88,700 from the Household Support
Fund to people experiencing financial hardship across the borough. The council will work with The Good Company, Citizens
Advice Epsom & Ewell and The Meeting Room to ensure that funds can be accessed by vulnerable residents including families,
pensioners, unpaid carers, care leavers and disabled people, before 30 September 2024.
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The Household Support Fund was first introduced on 30 September 2021 by Central Government to offer cost of living support
over the winter months. This is the fifth time the scheme has been extended.

Councillor Neil Dallen, (RA Town Ward) Chair of the Strategy & Resources Committee, said “We know that the last few years
have been difficult for many of our residents. By working with The Good Company, Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell and The
Meeting Room, we aim to ensure that the financial support offered by the Household Support Fund can be accessed by the people
in Epsom & Ewell who need it most.

“These trusted partners connect with vulnerable residents across the borough through their fantastic services which include, but
are not limited to:

= The Epsom and Ewell Food Banks and Epsom Pantry, in South Street Epsom, run by the Good Company
= The Financial Wellbeing Support Service, run by Citizen’s Advice

= Drop-ins and activities for residents at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness, run by The Meeting Room.
In addition, they have the expertise and administrative experience to ensure that allocations are distributed across the borough
both promptly and efficiently.”
Residents who require financial aid can contact one of the three organisations mentioned above.

Find out more about the Household Support Fund, including how to apply for funding in Epsom &
Ewell: https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/cost-living-support/household-support-fund

Applications for Household Support Funds can be made through Citizen’s Advice Epsom and
Ewell: www.caee.org.uk/household-support-fund

For advice about cost of living support, residents can also visit:

= The Advice Café in Epsom, for advice and support through a wide variety of services, on Friday mornings between
10am-12noon at St. Barnabus’ Church, Epsom: Community Hub — St Barnabas (stbarnabas-epsom.org.uk)

= The Cost of Living pages on Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s website to view a range of information and
support: Cost of living support | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council (epsom-ewell.gov.uk)

The Household Support Fund

The Household Support Fund is for anyone who’s vulnerable or cannot pay for essentials. Residents do not have to be getting
benefits to get help. If a resident does receive benefits, they will not be affected if a payment from a Household Support Fund
scheme is awarded.

Good Company
Good Company is a charity working to prevent and alleviate poverty in East Surrey.

Their mission is: “To lead our community towards a poverty-free future, while supporting those who need our help. We
demonstrate our values by being compassionate, kind, trusting, engaged, non-judgemental and resourcing.”

Good Company Trust incorporates: Epsom & Ewell Foodbank, Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, Poverty Truth Commission,
Epsom Pantry (Part of Your Local Pantry network) and more. goodcompany.org.uk.

Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell Citizens Advice provide free, independent, confidential and impartial advice to everyone
regardless of race, gender, disability, sexual orientation, age or nationality.

Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell was one of the first Citizens Advice Bureaux to be created in 1939 and is the member of the
national Citizens Advice network serving people who live or work in the borough of Epsom and Ewell. Citizens Advice Epsom &
Ewell - Home (caee.org.uk).

The Meeting Room

The Meeting Room is a registered charity operating in the Mole Valley and Epsom areas. The charity was founded in 2014 by
Graham Peddie MBE, who was a leading advocate for assisting the most vulnerable people in our community. Their clients are of
all backgrounds and ages and their focus is to provide meaningful support to those with a wide variety of issues including
homelessness, poverty, physical or mental health difficulties, breakdown of relationships, social exclusion and loneliness and
issues with alcohol or drugs. Home | The Meeting Room - Helping Vulnerable People.
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Footage of Epsom College murders aftermath not for
idle police viewing

An ex-serving Surrey Police officer has been banned from the profession for gross misconduct after viewing body-worn camera
footage of a “significant local and national case” without a legitimate reason.

The Local Democracy Reporting Service understands that the footage was of the moment the headteacher of Epsom College was
found dead. Surrey Police have not confirmed which specific footage was viewed, however the date of the footage aligns with the
date that officers were called to Epsom College.

Emma Pattison, 45, was found dead alongside her seven-year-old Lettie, in the grounds of the Surrey school, on 5 February 2023.
Mrs Pattison’s husband, George Pattison, is believed to have shot them at their home before killing himself.

The former Surrey Police cop, Mr Baseer Ahmed, admitted he watched the body-worn video (BWV) footage of the serious incident
on 5 February, but denies he did so without a policing purpose.

The police misconduct hearing panel, held July 1, found Mr Ahmed breached professional standards as he unnecessarily watched
footage of the police attending the scene, where the victims were found.

Professional standards state that there must be an express policing purpose to access body-worn camera footage, to ensure it is
not accessed unnecessarily.

Mr Ahmed watched some- not all- of the footage on February 7, days after the major incident was reported, and picked up by
newspapers. He was not given specific instructions to look at the footage nor carry out any enquiries, according to the misconduct
report.

A Staff Officer for Chief Superintendent Budd since 2022, Mr Ahmed's role included accessing additional information for his Chief
Superintendent. Working in West Surrey, the panel noted it was not in this instance appropriate for Mr Ahmed to find out
information from other divisions.

The panel found Mr Ahmed did not appear to be watching the video as part of a genuine work activity. For example, he made no
notes, did not attempt to discover the location of the incident or tell any senior colleagues about it.

Although admitting he watched part of the video footage, Mr Ahmed has continually denied not having a justifiable policing
purpose for accessing the footage. He also denies a breach of the standards and that his conduct amounts to gross misconduct.

The panel was not satisfied and Mr Ahmed was found to have breached standards of professional behaviour, confidentiality,
orders and instructions. The report reads: “It is important to remember the high standards that members of the public rightly
expect Police Officers to adhere to, the extremely difficult circumstances being faced by family members in this particular case
and the likely effect that unnecessary viewing of the footage would have on them.”

The panel agreed this amounted to gross misconduct and it would harm the public’s view of the police service for watching
footage of a major incident without legitimate purpose. This was aggravated by Mr Ahmed acting contrary to national guidance,
without any specific instructions and continuing asserting he had valid policing reasons to access the footage.

Mr Ahmed resigned from Surrey Police on December 15, 2023 - 10 months from the incident- with his last day being January 15
this year. If he was still a serving officer, the panel said he would have been dismissed to maintain public confidence in and to
uphold high standards in policing

Whilst Mr Ahmed attended the two Pre-hearings, he did not attend the misconduct hearing due to ‘personal reasons’ he cited in
an email.

Head of Professional Standards, Superintendent Andy Rundle said: “The public rightly expect that police officers behave at all
times with integrity and respect.

“Ex-officer Ahmed breached this trust when he looked at body worn footage of a crime scene, despite having no policing purpose.
This behaviour is not acceptable, and a thorough professional standards investigation was launched.”

A full inquest into the deaths of George, Emma and Lettie Pattison is due to take place later this month on July 30.

Surrey police said they are not officially confirming what body worn footage Mr Ahmed viewed due to “other ongoing judicial
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processes” that have not yet been concluded. The full inquests into the deaths are expected to take place on July 30. Surrey
Police confirmed it is the Epsom College incident “off the record”.

Image - Epsom College: Naveed Barakzai/Maxal Photography. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic license

Mixed responses in Surrey to 20mph zones

Plans for new speed limits in Surrey could go ahead despite lack of confidence it would improve road safety.
Locals said they considered road conditions and potholes to have a greater impact on safe driving and cycling.

Reviewing speed limits is part of Surrey County Council’s (SCC) road safety strategy called ‘Vision Zero’ in partnership with
Surrey Police (including the Police and Crime Commissioner), Surrey Fire and Rescue and National Highway colleagues. It aims
to halve the number of collisions where someone is killed or seriously injured on the roads by 2035, with the ambition to get to
‘zero’ by 2050.

In the early 2000s Surrey had 60-70 deaths on the road every year and in the last few years it has reduced 30 or under, a Surrey
County Council committee heard July 18. Cllr Matt Furniss (Conservative Cabinet Member for Transport and Infrastructure) said
the number of collisions has “plateaued” around the 30 mark.

Highlights of the strategy include: introducing more 20mph limits around schools, town centres and residential areas, investing in
sophisticated speed cameras to tackle the worst speeding and casualty routes; review 60 mph rural speed limits and replace them
with lower limits.

Over 3,600 people responded to the consultation between January and March this year, both Surrey drivers and local residents.

Concerns were raised that 70 per cent of respondents were not confident or neutral that the strategy would improve road safety
in Surrey, causing councillors to question whether it should rethink the proposal.

Respondents said they felt road maintenance had a greater impact on road safety and therefore the money would be better spent
on fixing potholes and improving roads. “I would much prefer to see the roads we already have maintained better rather than new
interventions,” one respondent said.

Officers admitted road maintenance is “crucial”, but said it was not the purpose of the multi-partner strategy. They added that
“significant work” was already taking place to address the road defects.

Despite not having data to hand to show if improved road maintenance would lead to less road collisions, officers said police
reports would let SCC know if this was the case.

The committee heard that potholes and road defects were occasionally mentioned in police reports but the speed limits and road
maintenance “goes hand in hand” and “needs to work together” to improve safety.

Half of the responses (1,832) disagreed with the proposal for new 20mph speed limits, with 10 per cent (around 366) feeling
neutral. The report stated the public had a “mixed view” on the subject.

Sceptical of this, Cllr Mark Sugden (Conservative) said: “Is the issue a lack of understanding and communication, or is there a
fundamental disagreement to the proposed strategy?”

Officers claimed not everyone understood the policy. They highlighted 135 (4 per cent) of the respondents who had disagreed
with implementing 20mph speed limits, had in fact aligned with the proposals. These included comments that did not support a
blanket approach but only supported 20 mph limits in town centres, residential areas or near schools but not on main roads.

Negative comments by the public said 20mph limits do not improve safety (170 responses) and increase congestion and air
pollution (132 responses). Officers accepted some people may be against the proposals but argued their reasoning went against
national research shown in their report.

Officers repeatedly stressed that enforcing 20mph speed limits would not be a “blanket approach” and would, if approved by the
cabinet, be subject to local consultation. They added the council needed to communicate its road safety message more effectively
with residents.

With only 46 per cent of respondents being happy or very happy with the approach, officers said they had “hoped for more
support” for the proposals. A further 20 per cent were neutral to the safe roads approach.
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The committee resolved that SCC needed to address the public’s perception that fixing potholes would improve road safety and
the concern whether the strategy will succeed.

Image: Neighbouring London Borough of Kingston’s Bridge Road approach to Epsom and Ewell 20 mph zone.

Surrey Scouts honour Armed Forces Covenant

Surrey Scouts have become the first Scout County in the UK to sign the Armed Forces Covenant. Representing a commitment on
behalf of the 18,000 members of Scouting in Surrey, the Armed Forces Covenant was signed by Joe Rogerson (County
Commissioner) and Colonel Tim Petransky, in the presence of His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Mr Michael More-
Molyneux.

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise that Surrey Scouts acknowledge and understand that those who serve or have served in
the Armed Forces, and their families, should be treated with fairness and respect in the communities, economy, and society they
serve with their lives. Surrey Scouts enables young people from the Armed Forces Community to join Scouting, supports military
families, service members and veterans

The county of Surrey still sees a large amount of armed forces reside and work across Surrey and a number are currently involved
as volunteers in Scouting.

Joe Rogerson (County Commissioner) said “Surrey Scouts is committed to honouring the Armed Forces Covenant and supporting
the Armed Forces Community. We recognise the value Serving Personnel, both Regular and Reservists, Veterans and military
families contribute to our country and to Scouting”.

Colonel Patrick Crowley MBE DL, Chief Executive of the South East Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ Association said “The Armed
Forces Covenant is a promise by the nation ensuring that those who serve, or have served, and their families, are treated fairly.
We are delighted that Surrey Scouts has signed the Covenant and with the commitments Surrey Scouts has made to young
people, military families and all members of the Armed Forces Community”.

The Armed Forces Covenant is a promise that together we acknowledge and understand that those who serve or have served in
the Armed Forces, and their families, should be treated with fairness and respect in the communities, economy, and society they
serve with their lives.

Its two principles are that, recognising the unique obligations of, and sacrifices made by, the Armed Forces:

Those who serve in the Armed Forces, whether Regular or Reserve, those who have served in the past, and their families, should
face no disadvantage compared to other citizens in the provision of public and commercial services. Special consideration is
appropriate in some cases, especially for those who have given most such as the injured and the bereaved.

You can read about the Covenant in depth, the full statement of the Covenant, or Covenant FAQs.

If you're a member of the Armed Forces (regular or reserve), a veteran, or a family member, the Covenant offers a wide variety of
support to ensure you are treated fairly.

The Covenant focuses on helping members of the Armed Forces community have the same access to Government and commercial
services and products as any other citizen. This support is provided in a number of areas including: healthcare, education and
childcare, housing and accommodation, employment, financial services

You can find out how the Covenant supports you, as a member of the Armed Forces community.

A wide range of different organisations implement the Covenant, including: The UK Government and Devolved Administrations,
The single Services (Royal Navy, British Army, and Royal Air Force), Businesses of all sizes, Local government, The NHS, Schools,
Charities

Some of these organisations sign the Covenant or make other commitments, or have a Legal Duty to consider it.
This site will direct you to the information regarding policies, services and projects that is relevant to you.

The Covenant Legal Duty is a legal obligation on certain public bodies (including local authorities, governing bodies of certain
state schools, various NHS bodies, and other organisations) to have due regard to the principles of the Armed Forces Covenant
when carrying out certain functions in healthcare, education and housing. It has been in force since November 2022.

All genders, races and backgrounds are welcome at Scouts. Every week, it gives almost over a third of a million people aged 6-25
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the skills they need for school, college, university, the job interview, the important speech, the tricky challenge and the big
dreams: the skills they need for life.

Scouts helps members gain these skills by encouraging them to ask the big questions and listen with wide open minds. It helps
them to take a deep breath and speak up, think on their feet, ignore the butterflies and go for it. With Scouts, young people don’t
give up - they get back up and try again, often with the support of the friends they’ve made there.

Neil Wibberley

Making Box Hill more accessible on foot

Access has been vastly improved up to iconic landmark, Box Hill in the Surrey Hills National Landscape thanks to the
refurbishment of 300 steps.

Originally installed by volunteers back in the 1980s, the steps had become eroded and difficult to navigate with visitors often
detouring off the steps onto slippery and dangerous terrain. The steps, which traverse the steep hillside linking the Stepping
Stones path to the summit have been excavated and rebuilt to protect the biodiversity of the site and encourage residents and
visitors to access the popular beauty spot in a more sustainable way.

Thanks to funding from the North Downs Way National Trail, through the Interreg Experience Fund, Natural England and Surrey
County Council, over £53,000 was allocated to the project. Surrey County Council’s Countryside Access Team commissioned, and
project managed the extensive works which also included improving additional paths between the river and the steps.

Landscape construction specialists Maydencroft, undertook the work over a 3-month period with the challenging location of the
steps meaning much of the construction had to be done by hand rather than machinery with materials carried to the site each day
by a team of workers. A floating pontoon was even installed across the River Mole to help get materials to the site.

The new steps have been constructed using around 15 tons of recycled plastic which has been manufactured from a total of
7,731,360 milk bottle tops. This hardwearing material was chosen due to its longevity, helping to reduce future maintenance
costs, prevent plastic from going into landfill and the felling of trees for materials. If oak boards had been used instead of recycled
plastic a total of five oak trees would have needed to be felled.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment comments: “This iconic site is much loved
by residents and visitors. The refurbishment of these steps encourages everyone to access the site in a more sustainable way,
offering the visitor a choice to travel via public transport and safely climb up to the famous viewpoint without the need to bring a
car and without disturbing wildlife by coming over the created path. It is also very encouraging to see the use of recycled
materials out in Surrey’s countryside, helping to not only to reduce the long-term maintenance burden on Surrey County Council
but also tackling climate change by the reduction of emissions.”

Peter Morris, North Downs Way National Trail Manager comments: “It is wonderful to see how successful partnership
working has enabled this engineering feat to be completed quickly and efficiently for the benefit of all users. Box Hill, in the
Surrey Hills National Landscape is one of the highlights on the North Downs Way National Trail. It is important that everyone has
an opportunity to enjoy and experience this 153 mile long-distance trail, so making it accessible is vital. Thanks to all partners
including Surrey County Council, the National Trust, Maydencroft and the European Regional Development Fund for supporting
the project and helping to secure the future resilience of our natural and cultural assets.”

Stephanie Fudge, National Trust General Manager Surrey Hills comments: “Since the steps were re-opened to the public,
we have had some great feedback about the ease of access along this trail. It is one of the most popular routes at Box Hill and it
has improved the experience of walkers. There are a couple of rest points with views that many visitors take advantage of. It has
been wonderful working with Surrey County Council and the National Trail on this initiative and we are grateful for the support.”

Community urged to help restore nature in Surrey

Surrey County Council is seeking support from residents, businesses and community groups to help shape a new ‘Local Nature
Recovery Strategy’ (LNRS).
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Developed with partners, the strategy will set out a roadmap for the restoration and enhancement of Surrey’s natural
environment, ensuring that it is sustainable now and for future generations.

Marisa Heath, Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council said, “We are at a crucial, formative stage of a
plan that we hope will create an environment where wildlife can truly thrive in Surrey.

“To ensure that everyone embraces the LNRS and to maintain momentum in taking action to help nature, we want to make sure
that as many people as possible are involved right from the start. That’s why we encourage and welcome insight and opinion on
what people want from their natural environment. Whether it’s more flower rich grasslands buzzing with life, or a new woodland
on your doorstep that will provide future generations with dappled shade and homes for our precious wildlife.

“A healthy natural environment provides us with so many undervalued benefits from clean breathable air to protection from the
worst effects of climate change such as flooding or drought. Please do get involved and help us shape this vital plan.”

Residents are encouraged to have their say by completing the online survey or by attending the in-person ‘Surrey Nature Day’
event on 28 September 2024. Held at West Horsley Place, the free, family celebration of nature in Surrey will feature
performances of an original play, Wild Walks - produced, directed and performed by Guildford Shakespeare Company. More
information and booking can be found on the online survey page. Other events will also be advertised here.

Surrey is one of 48 local authorities nationwide given responsibility for this work by DEFRA, addressing the current nature crisis
in England, funded by UK Government.

For more information, see Have Your Say Today - Local Nature Recovery Strategy - Commonplace.

Image - The Great Pond, Epsom Common in Autumn. Copyright Epsom and Ewell Times.

Anyone for tennis?

Continuing the enthusiasm for tennis following Wimbledon, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council will be offering bookable free
tennis sessions from Tuesday 23 July to Monday 26 August, between 8am and 12pm.

Courts can be booked by visiting Epsom & Ewell Parks Tennis / Home (lta.org.uk).

The free summer sessions follow the council’s move earlier this year to introduce a new ‘pay as you play’ scheme across all tennis
courts. The scheme seeks to make the borough’s tennis courts more self-sufficient, with all income raised being reinvested into
the courts.

The council has also implemented free coaching opportunities at Court Recreation Ground and free booking slots on Saturdays to
enable those of all ages, experience, and socio-economic background to participate.

Councillor Liz Frost, (RA Woodcote and Langley) Chair of the Environment Committee, said: “The decision to extend free,
bookable morning sessions at our tennis courts during the summer holidays gives residents, particularly our younger ones, a
greater opportunity to keep active and have fun during the break.”

“We hope that this this will encourage those who have otherwise not considered playing tennis the incentive to give it a go and if
they enjoy it, join as members in the future.”

= Maintenance work will be carried out at Gibraltar Recreation Ground and Poole Road courts on Friday 26 July to
redraw the line markings. The courts will be closed at these locations on that day.

= Players who have already signed up for annual membership under the scheme will receive one month’s extension to
their membership.

= The council currently offers two free, bookable sessions between 9-10am and 10-11am on Saturday mornings on all
our tennis courts, except Court Rec.

= In Court Rec - the council currently offers one free session on a Saturday between 10-11am and we will soon be
offering a further free Coach Activated group session at this location.
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= Qutside of the free, bookable slots, the pricing is as follows:

Ad-hoc Cost Per Hour All Courts £6.00

Additional Cost Per Hour for Floodlights £6.00

Annual Household Subscription £40.00

Annual Household Subscription for those in receipt of low-income benefits | £20.00

Image: Artgan06 Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license
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