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Epsom Scouts Summer Swiss adventures

5 September 2023

This summer was packed with Scouts travelling on International Expeditions and trips and Surrey Scouts joined in on the
fun. Scouts from 3rd Epsom & 8th/14th Epsom joined 700 other young people from across Surrey to have their own
summer adventure.

The Scouts attended Surrey’s Kix. Challenging themselves to take part activities over a week at Kandersteg International
Scout Centre (KISC), Kandersteg, Switzerland.

This year sees the centenary of KISC, where at the beginning on August, saw Dignatories from Switzerland and members
of WOSM (World Scout Scout Movement) and members of the Commissioner team from UK Scouting take part in the
festivities.

While Surrey Scouts were on site, they met Scouts from Australia, Switzerland, Germany, Spain, Israel, Japan,
Netherlands, Portugal and other parts of the UK.

Thirteen coaches set off from Cobham Services (thanks to them for accommodating their departure and return). Apart
from the UK contingent visiting south Korea for the World Scout Jamboree, this expedition was the largest contingent of
Scouts from the UK visiting overseas this year.

While in Switzerland, Scouts Walked high into the Mountains with our trained (and KISC trained) Mountain walkers,
rafted from Thun to Bern (as well as getting to visit Thun & Bern), went high into the trees as part of a High Rope course
in Interlaken (as well as getting to visit Interlaken).

All Troops also helped out on site and got to visit the local area. Troops also chose a Troop day, where some Scouts went
up the Schithorn (the one in the Bond movie), Jungfrau, Rothorn (via a steam ship and train), visited the Thermal pools in
Brigerbad, Toboganning at Lake Oeschinen, Zip Wire and Trotti bikes in Grindelwald amongst other things.

TIan MacQueen Expedition leader said “KIX 2023 took two years to plan with and aim to give 700 Scouts and leaders the
opportunity to try new activities, make new friends and learn skills for life. I think it is safe to say we achieved our aim
and more. My thanks to the staff and leaders who made the event a success. We will now start to plan KIX 2026”

Owen a Scout from 1st Nork said “My favourite thing about KIX was the river rafting and being able to invade all the
other boats”.

Caramay a Scout from 3rd Epsom said “My favourite bit of the week was the trip to the Thermal baths because it gave an
opportunity to rest during the active week”.

Samuel a Scout from 3rd Epsom said The rafting was the best because the experience was enjoyable and the scenery was
amazing.”

Scouts are for Boys and Girls aged 10.5 to 14. Pre-pandemic youth membership was 479,000 (2020)
Up until the pandemic, The Scouts enjoyed a sustained period of growth, with total membership rising by nearly 200,000
between 2006 and 2020

2020 to 2021, youth membership fell from 480,083 to 362,752 - a 24.5% decline - and adult membership fell from
155,907 to 141,863. 2021 to 2022 membership growth is 362,668 to 421,852 - an increase of 16%

All genders, races and backgrounds are welcome at Scouts. Every week, it gives almost over a third of a million people
aged 6-25 the skills they need for school, college, university, the job interview, the important speech, the tricky challenge
and the big dreams: the skills they need for life.

Individuals are 15% less likely to suffer from mood swings and anxiety if you’ve been a Scout or Guide, according to a
Cohort study by the University of Edinburgh and Glasgow, 2016.

Neil Wibberley
Related Reports:
Epsom scouts on Korean jamboree

Dutch scouts go English in Epsom & Ewell
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Pot of gold for Rainbow?

5 September 2023

Rainbow Leisure Centre in East Street Epsom has been shortlisted for a prestigious award from trade association UK
Active.

The centre - which was renovated recently- boasts a 25m pool, dance studio, large gym and over-60s social room. As a
result, it has been nominated for ‘Local and Regional Club/Centre of the Year’ in recognition of its huge contribution to
the local community.

Rainbow caters to customers of all ages with an innovative programme that includes fourteen classes dedicated to people
over 60, plus swimming, gym sessions and classes for the centre’s junior members - currently numbering more than 500.
The centre is also used by three disability clubs and four special needs schools who participate in tailored activities such
as ping pong, dance and Boccia.

Customers are kept involved in the centre’s plans with social events and ‘Meet the Manager’ sessions. Currently, they are
accepting almost 30,000 bookings per month.

The centre is run by charitable social enterprise GLL under the ‘Better’ brand. The organisation’s ethos is to reinvest
profits to support local communities and Rainbow is an important part of this commitment.

Darren Pope, Rainbow’s General Manager, comments, “We couldn’t be prouder to have been shortlisted for the best
centre/club in the South of England. Making the shortlist would not have been possible without the incredible work from
the staff at Rainbow. No matter what the result, I am very proud of my team’s achievements this year.”

UK Active award winners will be announced at the end of October this year.

Better was founded in 1993 as a charitable social enterprise with seven leisure centres in Greenwich. In 1996 the social
enterprise started expanding outside of the London Borough of Greenwich and now runs all kinds of community services
and spaces across the UK. Now renamed Better, over 250 public sport and leisure centres and 57 libraries are managed in
partnership with more than 30 local councils, public agencies and sporting organisations. Membership to the
organisations’ centres has increased to over 650,000 with 40 million visitors a year.

DIY waste charges lifted in Surrey

5 September 2023

From 1* September, Surrey County Council lifted charges on resident DIY waste in line with Government policy
changes that were proposed in June.

The County Council, like most neighbouring authorities currently charge for all rubble and plasterboard to be disposed of
at community recycling centres (CRCs). From 1° September up to two 50-litre rubble bags or one large item no larger
than 2m x 0.75m x 0.7m per household will be accepted for free, at a maximum frequency of four visits over four weeks.
Anything in excess of this will be chargeable at current rates.

DIY waste can be accepted at nine of the 15 community recycling centres and access to the rubble and plasterboard
containers will continue to be controlled and monitored. A new monitoring system will be introduced using the automatic
number plate recognition system to monitor usage.

Natalie Bramhall, Cabinet Member for Property and Waste said: “Whilst we are still unclear on when the
Government proposes to implement this law, we have made these changes already. It’s about making the system as simple
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as possible for our residents, while protecting our sites from commercial operators taking advantage of a tax-payer funded
service.”

CRCs are for Surrey residents only to dispose of household waste and recycling, including:
= Batteries
= Carpet
= Cooking oil
» Furniture
» Small electrical items
= Paper and card

» Metal

A full list of Surrey’s community recycling centres is available on the Surrey County Council website, along with details of
what is accepted at each site.

Signs of Surrey resistance to ULEZ continue

5 September 2023

1|

The Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) to the London Borough Kingston and Sutton borders of Epsom and Ewell, went live
on 29 August.

This will have an impact on Surrey residents, especially those living near the border of London, who have a non-ULEZ-
compliant vehicle.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth at Surrey County Council said: “I am
incredibly disappointed that expansion of the Ultra Low Emission Zone has gone ahead today and the impact this will have
on many of our residents as they go about everyday, essential journeys.

“Surrey County Council has informed TfL that we will not enter into a Section 8 agreement which is needed for them to
place signage and cameras on our highway, whilst there isn’t any mitigation in place to minimise the impact on Surrey
residents. If they wish to install advanced signage or have safety concerns, it’s in their gift to install it on their land and to
change the ULEZ border.

“Whilst the extended scrappage scheme looks to be a step in the right direction, this will have no impact on those outside
of London. This means that people living in Surrey will not only have to pay the ULEZ charge, but also pay all costs to
scrap their own car as the scrappage scheme only applies to people living inside London. Combined with the recent
decision to withdraw the day travelcard, it is now increasingly difficult for those outside of London to travel in and out at a
fair price.

“We continue to urge The Mayor and TfL to do what is right and extend the scrappage scheme outside of London for those
that are impacted, provide exemption for key workers, and provide more and better bus routes between Surrey and
London.”

The Mayor of London’s office stated:

“Expanding ULEZ was a difficult but necessary decision in order to save lives, protect the health of children and tackle
the climate crisis. Clean air zones like the ULEZ are the most effective tool available to quickly and meaningfully cut air
pollution in a city like London and vows to continue being ‘a doer, not a delayer’ when it comes to taking bold climate
action. All Londoners with non-compliant vehicles can now apply for financial support to scrap them - with more than
15,000 applications received in the last week alone.

Nearly £60 million has already been committed in advance of the ULEZ expansion to Londoners, charities and businesses
to scrap or retrofit their vehicles. With £100 million still left in the fund, the Mayor encourages Londoners who may still
have a non-compliant vehicle to apply for the support available.”

Related Reports:
London Mayor confirms drive of ULEZ to Epsom border. ULEZ explainer.
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High Court gives ULEZ the green light to Epsom’s borders
ULEZ court challenge begins
ULEZ driving old cars to Epsom market
Challenge to ULEZ gaining grounds
Many Surrey motorists will be paying the ULEZ charge.
ULEZ Court battle looming

“The Gas” and brewery back Cuddington
community

Wandgas Sports and Social Club in Cuddington is very proud to announce their partnership with Shepherd
Neame. An open day was held on Friday 25th August, with the Kent brewery - the oldest in Britain - showcasing real ales
and an impressive selection of wines to the locals.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor Kim Spickett said “This is a wonderful facility, offering sporting opportunities to
all ages and abilities. It is a social hub for us too - the Jubilee and Coronation Beacon ceremonies for Cuddington took
place on the field, organised by Cuddington WI, who hold their monthly meetings at the clubhouse.

Shepherd Neame are already a big name in the cricket world, sponsoring Kent and Surrey County
Leagues, so it is a good fit! Their event has been most enjoyable - we even had a wine expert on hand! Having decent real
ale available where you live is wonderful.”

Cricket at Wandgas is year round, with net sessions throughout the winter in floodlit nets. Youth cricket takes place every
Thursday throughout the summer from mid April. “Cricket For All’ for players with special needs starts in April.

The club also hosts adult and youth football sides. A “Football For All” section for players with disabilities train on a
Saturday morning - two under 16 and 3 adult teams.

Wandgas also run a community football ‘turn up and play’ for Under 7’s. Two dart teams and a pool team play in local
leagues.

Wandgas is unique in having developed a corner of the grounds into an area for a Sensory Garden. They are currently
working with teachers and parents from Linden Bridge School and Orchard Hill College.

Chairman Dennis Jones said “the idea is to introduce children and adults with special needs to nature and the rhythms of
the seasons through gardening”.

Wandgas Sports and Social Club in Cuddington is on Grafton Road, Worcester Park in the Borough of Epsom and
Ewell. Across the road Linden Bridge School enjoys open access to the ground. The Club will allow any local group
reasonable access and fosters a continuing relationship with sports development officers at Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council.

The Club was developed in 1938 to provide sports and social facilities for gas industry employees of SEGAS. Known by the
locals as “The Gas”

Wandgas has a determination to retain the site as an open field sports facility for the local community as its key objective.

Image: Councillor Spickett, Gary, Dennis, Sam, Alison, David and Gary.

Objectors fail to tear a strip off

5 September 2023

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
4


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/high-court-gives-ulez-the-green-light-to-epsoms-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-challenge-begins
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-driving-old-cars-to-epsom-market
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/challenge-to-ulez-gaining-grounds
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/many-surrey-motorists-will-be-paying-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-battle-looming
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-gas-and-brewery-back-cuddington-community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-gas-and-brewery-back-cuddington-community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/objectors-fail-to-tear-a-strip-off

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

12th February 2026 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

HAR & LOUNGE

An Epsom strip club has had its licence renewed despite dividing residents on what it brings to the town.
Stir, in the town centre’s East Street, has run as a sexual entertainment venue since 2011, though operations manager
Damon Wellman has been running it as a bar since 2007.

Residents who wrote to the council about the application raised concerns about going into town late at night because of it,
while another in support said the bar did not have the “creeps” you would find in other venues.

A licensing sub committee meeting at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council on Thursday (August 24) granted renewal of
the venue’s licence, which was due to expire.

Stir is Epsom and Ewell’s only establishment licenced as a sexual entertainment venue.

The sub committee considered six letters of support and four objections to the application, as well as hearing from Mr
Wellman in the meeting.

Letters of support included one person who used to live very close to the venue, who said they were being followed home
one night by three men having left another nearby pub. The letter said: “It was late and we had to walk past Stir bar so we
asked the doormen if they could help and they were brilliant. “They let us stay in the bar for free, offered to call the police
if the men stayed outside, which they did not, and then after some time walked us back to our flat. After that we would
sometimes just go in there for a drink as it was a really nice bar and never had the creeps that we would encounter in
other bars.”

But one objector said she would not go into town late at night because of the club, saying she had “seen the men coming
in and out” and felt “unsafe”.

Another person who wrote in support said they understood people’s “reservations to this sort of thing”, but added “it’s
important that perceptions and prejudice do not take precedent over facts and reality.”

Another letter said the venue “tainted” the town, raising concerns about it being so close to a nursery and to a residential
area. They went on to say: “I write to and on behalf of the young women who walk home late at night and ask you to
reconsider your renewal and shut the premise down and protect young adults from these dangers.”

While another letter claimed there had been a “significant increase in anti-social behaviour associated with the
establishment”, Mr Wellman disputed this in the meeting.

He produced a response to a Freedom of Information request he had submitted to the council regarding complaints,
whether noise or otherwise, about the premises which said there had been none in the last five years.

Mr Wellman said: “We have to run a venue like this strictly. That’s why we have a great reputation. We are phenomenally
strict. We are very strict on who we let in. We're not a volume-led venue, this industry generally isn’t.”

The licence was granted, with minor changes including removing the words “female only” from a condition regarding the
locations where “exotic dancing” could take place.

Hosts of Ukrainian refugees appreciated

5 September 2023

[T

On the Independence Day of Ukraine - 24th August, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council offered a huge thank you to more
than 60 hosts who have welcomed Ukrainian people into their homes as part of the Homes for Ukraine scheme, and asks
anyone who is interested in finding out more about becoming a sponsor to get in touch.
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The council, in partnership with Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network (EERN), has facilitated more than 120 placements in
the borough as part of the Homes for Ukraine scheme since it began last February.

Galyna, who arrived in the UK from Ukraine in May 2022, said: “When I first arrived in the UK I felt really lost, as I didn’t
know anybody or how things worked. I was supported by the Homes from Ukraine team at Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council soon after arrival.”

Amanda, one of the borough’s valued hosts, said: “Back in March 2022, we signed up for the Homes for Ukraine scheme
and had no idea what we had signed up for, it just seemed like the right thing to do!

“We now have our second set of lovely guests, we know a lot more about the history of Eastern Europe, have negotiated
government systems and learnt much about ourselves. We have no regrets and feel very proud to be a part of Homes for
Ukraine.”

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, said: “I have been overwhelmed by the
kindness that people in Epsom & Ewell have shown in welcoming displaced people from Ukraine to our borough.

“Hosts have helped families feel at home in a new place where they may not speak the language, showing them around
and helping them feel safe.

“I"d like to say thank you to the many people who have supported efforts to help people in Ukraine, by taking part in the
Homes for Ukraine scheme, raising money, or donating money or goods.”

Nicky Marshall, Host Supervisor for EERN, said: “95% of placements work very well. Guest(s) become like members of
the family.

“Hosts join the scheme for many different reasons and have fed back that it is enriching and enlightening, giving both
parties the chance to learn about a different culture (and sometimes experience a different cuisine!).”

EERN works with Epsom & Ewell Council to support Ukrainians in our borough, providing regular English lessons,
helping families navigate school requirements, and aiding people in finding employment, for example putting them in
touch with the Epsom & Ewell Employment Hub. EERN also run social events that help Ukrainian guests feel more at
home.

Anyone who is interested in finding out about the Homes for Ukraine scheme should email homesforukraine@epsom-
ewell.gov.uk.

Anyone in the UK who has not been matched with a Ukrainian person or family can record their interest in the scheme, as
long as:

they can offer a spare room or home for at least 6 months
if not a British citizen, they have leave to remain in the UK for at least 6 months
they do not have a criminal record.

‘Thank you’ payments: hosts have the option to receive a monthly payment of £350 for up to 12 months, paid in arrears,
for as long as they are hosting their guests and the accommodation provided is of a suitable standard. Hosts are eligible
for the first monthly payment once the accommodation they are providing has been checked.

Find out more and register interest here: https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine

Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network is a registered charity, part of Good Company (Surrey). They operate under a service
level agreement with Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, supporting Ukrainian families in the borough.

Their website is: https://epsomrefugeenetwork.org/ukraine-support

Unarresting match with the police

5 September 2023

POLICE
FC

Epsom & Ewell 0-0 Met Police. Emirates F.A. Cup - Preliminary Round. Friday 18th August 2023.

We had our first taste of Friday night football at the Madgwick this season as Isthmian League Met Police visited for this
Emirates FA Cup tie and despite having the lion’s share of the possession, rarely threatened in this goalless draw. This
was the ninth time the clubs had met in this competition and we have only won two of the matches, with three draws now.

For our part, we were missing three players who were injured in Tuesday’s League match and at times almost seemed
content to cancel the opposition out and aim for a replay, where hopefully some of the walking wounded will be able to
return.

The first bit of good news was that first choice keeper Harvey Keogh was back between the posts after dislocating his
little finger in the Redhill warm up, but unfortunately Jaan Stanley, Callum Wilson and Tommy Williams were all unable to
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go, so Zach Powell took the armband on with Ayran Kugathas and Chester Clothier in place of the others. Additionally
Ollie Thompson and Sirak Negassi moved onto the bench and Tino Carpene and Nick Inwugwu took their places.

Before the match commenced a minute’s applause was held in recognition of regular supporter Mark Durbridge who
passed away on Friday 11th August. A few former players and his family were present and all stood around the centre
circle with the teams and officials for the duration of the applause.

We have had some slow starts this season and we got off to a nervy opening in this match too. Kugathas sent his header
beyond Keogh and out for an unnecessary corner which was half cleared to the edge of the box where we then conceded a
free kick. Fortunately, the strike on goal was dealt with easily enough by our keeper. However, in the seventh minute
Bayley Mummery struck a shot against our far post and although the ball rebounded back into play, it appeared from
where I was as though another player then struck our other post, but by this time the flag was raised for offside and the
danger was over.

We had our first opportunity in the tenth minute when the ball was fed through to Kiyo Brown and he ran at goal,
although his shot was too close to the experienced Liam Beach and he tipped the ball over for a corner which we were
unable to take advantage of. Brown then had another run, but what looked like being a threatening ball in was blocked at
the last second by a defender.

However, for the majority of the half we were on the defensive, happy to counter attack when the chance arose and
looking quite difficult to break down. We also had a couple of yellow cards in the middle of the park with Rory Edwards
getting one and then Alfie Walters for a cynical trip on Carpene who had threatened to get away on the left wing. This
would have consequences for their defender later. There was nearly a third yellow card after Carpene was brought down
by Laurence Ernest and the referee was there quickly to wave the card before being made aware that his Assistant had
flagged belatedly for the ball going out of play.

Kugathas was next to pick up a yellow for pulling back his man as this stop-start game was never really allowed to get
going. Regular visits from our physio ensured that an extra six minutes were played, but there was nothing of note within
it and the teams trooped off at the break with honours even.

The second half started in a similar fashion and we weren’t asking many questions of our visitors, although Brown got to
the touchline once, but his low ball in was cut out by Beach. Next to try was Ade Batula, but his shot from a narrow angle
was never going to beat the well-positioned keeper who blocked the ball out for a corner.

Brown picked up a yellow card for a clumsy tackle before Dan Stewart also found his way into the rapidly filling book,
even though this was not a dirty game in any way. Unfortunately with fifteen minutes of normal time remaining Powell
limped off and Ollie Thompson came on at the back, moving Inwugwu to a centre position within the back three and
Clothier inherited the arm band. A sixth card followed for another visiting player for a foul on Ethan Nelson-Roberts and
two further substitutions occurred for us with Ben Amissah coming on for Carpene and Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez made his
debut in relief of Nelson-Roberts.

We still appeared to be quite happy not to rush things and to settle for a replay, but nearly won the tie in the 92nd minute
after Amissah was put through on goal. Regrettably, he stumbled and this enabled Beach to get a hand to the ball before
our man could fully recover. However, the loose ball fell kindly for Batula who just needed to clip the ball over the
retreating defenders from twenty-five yards, which he did, but it didn’t come down in time and thumped the Met crossbar
before going over for a goal kick.

There was time for an unusual incident in the 93rd minute as Walters had been injured and Beach told him to leave the
pitch so as not to play any of our players onside. However, he then came back on after the attack had been cleared and
picked up a second yellow card for re-entering the field of play without permission. Harsh!

Ultimately, the fact that I am referring to all the yellow cards and substitutions tells you that there wasn’t really much to
report in terms of real opportunities in this match. It was constantly interrupted by injury and the somewhat fussy referee
and the crowd of around 165 or so probably wondered whether they should have bothered to come out at all as the rain
then gave them a thorough soaking as they walked 300 yards to reach their cars!

Most importantly though, the two teams remain in the hat for Monday’s draw and will now meet again on Tuesday for the
replay, which will have to be settled on the night, even if it takes extra time and penalties. There is one good omen here as
the last time we met in the FA Cup back in 1989 we drew 0-0 at home before winning the replay 2-0 at Imber Court. Déja
vu anyone?

[For the replay report visit: www.eefconline.co.uk as Epsom and Ewell Times will be on a short production break.]

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Ayran Kugathas, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell (c), Nick Inwugwu, Ash Snadden,
Kiyo Brown, Chester Clothier, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Tino Carpene

Subs: Ollie Thompson for Powell (75), Ben Amissah for Carpene (83), Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez for Nelson-Roberts (87)

Feelings for feline fosterers

5 September 2023
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Would you be able to provide a temporary home for a cat in need? Cats Protection Epsom Ewell and District branch has
been helping local cats since 1988 and is in urgent need of volunteer indoor fosterers.

They are looking for people who can provide temporary foster care in their own homes for cats like Kelly. Kelly was
handed over to Cats Protection when her owner could no longer care for her.

Volunteering to foster a cat can be hugely rewarding; all you need is time, a safe space, and a love of cats. As a fosterer,
you would be taking care of a cat in need until they find them their “forever” home.

Cats Protection will provide you with full training, to enhance your skills and knowledge and will cover the cost of
equipment, food, and vet bills.

Current volunteer fosterer Helen says “I love the company of cats and by fostering I get to help lots of cats. Of course, I
get attached to each cat I foster, but I can then help another cat find their new home. There are so many cats which need
our help.”

Why become a fosterer?

It is a wonderful and rewarding experience.

It provides the opportunity of having the company of cats in your home, without the responsibility of ownership or
expense.

It means that you can take time out e.g., to accommodate planned breaks.

They are looking for people who:

Can provide a safe, secure, indoor environment with sufficient space to allow the cat to eat, sleep and play.
Have the time to feed, groom, play and clean the bedding and equipment.

Own their own home or have permission from the landlord for a pet and are 18 years or older.

Cats Protection Epsom Ewell and District branch is run by a small team of dedicated, cat-loving volunteers, all of whom
are passionate about improving the lives of cats and kittens in Epsom, Ewell, and the surrounding area.

They work hard to find loving new homes for local cats in our care, offer support and help with the cost of neutering,
provide advice on lost and found cats, as well arranging education / welfare talks within the Epsom and Ewell area.

They also have a charity shop in Banstead High Street.
To find out more about becoming a fosterer you can email volunteering@epsom.cats.org.uk
To find out more about all the work they see https://www.cats.org.uk/epsom

Cats Protection’s Epsom Ewell and District branch is part of a national network of 256 volunteer-run
branches and 30 centres that together help over 166,000 cats and kittens each year.

Epsom Common Green Flagged again

5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is celebrating receiving a Green Flag Award for Epsom Common Local Nature
Reserve (LNR) for the 17™ consecutive year.

The news that Epsom Common LNR has once again achieved the accreditation - the international quality mark for parks
and green spaces - is testament to the hard work and dedication of the team that care for the green space so that

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
8

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0


https://www.cats.org.uk/epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-common-green-flagged-again

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

12th February 2026 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

everyone can enjoy it.

Councillor John Beckett, Chair of the Environment Committee said: “Epsom Common is a beautiful and biodiverse space
that we are incredibly fortunate to be able to enjoy in our borough. The Countryside Team at Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council work tirelessly with volunteers and partners, including the Epsom Common Association, the Lower Mole
Partnership and Natural England, to manage and protect this precious Local Nature Reserve and Site of Special Scientific
Interest.

“The news that Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve has achieved the Green Flag Award for the 17th year in a row is a
welcome tribute to the hard work of all the people who work year-round, rain or shine, to ensure it continues to flourish.”

To find out more about the wonderful countryside managed by the Countryside Team at the council, take a look at the
walks and tours run by the team here: What'’s on | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council (epsom-ewell.gov.uk).

Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag Award Scheme Manager Paul Todd MBE said: “I would like to congratulate everyone
involved at Epsom Common LNR in achieving a Green Flag Award.

“Epsom Common LNR is a vital green space for the community in Epsom & Ewell, bringing people together and providing
opportunities to lead healthy lifestyles. Epsom & Ewell staff and volunteers do so much to ensure that it maintains the
high standards of the Green Flag Award and everyone involved should feel extremely proud of their achievement.”

The Green Flag Award scheme, managed by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy under licence from the Department
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, recognises and rewards well-managed parks and green spaces, setting the
benchmark standard for the management of green spaces across the United Kingdom and around the world.

A full list of Green Flag Award-winning parks and green spaces is available here.
Related Reports:

Epsom Common Bird Walk Poem

Flagging Up Epsom Common

The Green Flag Award Scheme (http://greenflagaward.org/) is run by the environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy, under
licence from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, in partnership with Keep Scotland Beautiful,
Keep Wales Tidy and Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful.

Keep Britain Tidy is a leading environmental charity. They set the standard for the management of parks and beaches,
inspire people to be litter-free, to waste less and live more sustainably. They run campaigns and programmes including
the Great British Spring Clean, Eco-Schools, Love Parks, Eco-Schools, the Green Flag Award for parks and green spaces
and the Blue Flag/ Seaside Awards for beaches. To find out more about Keep Britain Tidy and their campaigns and
programmes, visit www.keepbritaintidy.org.

Any green space that is freely accessible to the public is eligible to enter for a Green Flag Award. Awards are given on an
annual basis and winners must apply each year to renew their Green Flag Award status. A Green Flag Community Award
recognises quality sites managed by voluntary and community groups. Green Heritage Site Accreditation is judged on the
treatment of the site’s historic features and the standard of conservation.

Redhill cruise to victory on Epsom waters

5 September 2023

Epsom & Ewell 1-3 Redhill. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Tuesday 15th August 2023.

We opened up our home League campaign on Tuesday evening against Redhill and found out fairly quickly why they will
be involved at the business end of the table come season’s end as they cruised to a 3-1 victory.

It has to be said that we didn’t have a lot of fortune over the course of the evening either. Before the match Harvey Keogh
jammed his finger into the turf making a save in the warm up and with it either dislocated or broken, Toby Colwell came
in for his debut at rather short notice. Also making his debut was Kiyo Brown and he showed up well in the first half
before being replaced in the second.

This was one of those matches that you watched from a distance. As most people know, I stand behind the goal we attack
and if I'm honest, there wasn’t an awful lot of that going on in this match!

Redhill had cheekily created a match poster including four former Salts, Adam Grant, Gavin Quintyne, Athan Smith-Joseph
and Coach Matt Chapman, but they could have also included Manager Jordan Clark and Tom Harland-Goddard too. As it
turned out, only the ageless Quintyne and Smith-Joseph were in the starting eleven and they nearly took an early lead
when Colwell stood up well to make a fine save from a Smith-Joseph shot in the fourth minute which was then cleared.

A couple of dangerous crosses went through our six yard box and out as Redhill controlled much of the first half. We had
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occasional half chances and Ethan Nelson-Roberts was set up for a strike by Sirak Negassi, but his shot was easily dealt
with by Luke Roberts in the Redhill goal.

We then saw our Captain Callum Wilson injure his ankle in a collision with a Redhill player and although he had
treatment, he was clearly not able to continue much longer and he limped off around ten minutes later. Negassi got past
Quintyne who brought him down cynically, although no card was issued when it probably should have been, and Rory
Edwards sent the free kick from an angle goalwards, but without enough power to trouble Roberts.

The visitors continued to threaten and Jack Saunders struck the bar from the edge of the penalty area, having just shot
over the bar moments previously. Then Reuben Duncan sent his low shot just beyond our far post. They were getting
closer and it was no surprise when they went ahead in the 39th minute with a move down the left that was finished off by
a shot from around 15 yards across Colwell into the far corner by Tyrese Sutherland.

At this point Wilson was replaced and a couple of minutes later Tommy Williams also needed to go off. In fact every few
minutes it seemed like we had another player on the deck. Nick Inwugwu and Ayran Kugathas came on in their places,
but Duncan broke through in the 48th minute after we had failed to clear the danger and smashed the ball back past
Colwell from just inside the area, giving him no chance as Redhill registered their second goal. It nearly got worse as
Inwugwu had to be alert to clear the ball off the line and although Ade Batula struck just over in the eighth minute of
injury time, it was a very despondent looking Salts eleven that trooped off at the break.

The visitors continued to press in the second half and shots came in, but we weathered the storm and on the hour we
started to become a lot more competitive ourselves, and the final half hour was much more even as a contest. We put
together a good move, only for the final pass to Batula to be accompanied by the raising of the Assistant’s flag for offside.
We then held the ball for a bit of time, although the Redhill defence looked fairly solid and despite having our best ten
minutes of the match we then conceded a third goal when Grant broke through our defence and finished easily past
Colwell in the 70th minute.

We made a couple of substitutions with Ben Amissah and Jaan Stanley joining the fray and Batula saw his shot deflected
for a corner. The 79th minute set piece looked like being an easy catch for Roberts, but he dropped it and Inwugwu was
there to force the loose ball over the line at the second attempt to register his first goal for the club with the Redhill
defenders hoping for a flag or whistle that might save them, but it didn’t come, and rightly so.

Despite pulling a goal back, we rarely looked like adding to it and Redhill almost scored a fourth with a great crossfield
pass to the right wing where a low shot from an angle was parried to safety by Colwell. In the final minute of normal time
we had our final opportunity when a long ball found the advancing Zach Powell who set up substitute Jaan Stanley who
found Batula but the shot was dragged across goal with his weaker foot.

To be fair thoough, a second goal on the night would have seriously flattered us and we could have no complaints with the
final score. More concerningly, with Friday’s F.A. Cup match coming up against Met Police there must surely be some
question marks over the availability of some of our players following the injuries and with other players Chester Clothier
and Ben Bauchop at the match but also unable to play, we appear to have a rather early injury crisis.

Epsom & Ewell: Toby Colwell, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell, Ollie Thompson, Callum Wilson ©,
Kiyo Brown, Ash Snadden, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Wilson (41), Ayran Kugathas for Williams (44), Jaan Stanley for Brown (74), Ben Amissah for
Negassi (74)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Rugby Returning To Rugby Lane in Ewell

5 September 2023

This time last year Sutton & Epsom Rugby Football Club were looking optimistically at the brand new Regional 1
South Central anticipating opening their account at Lily Hill Park against Bracknell. Twelve months later following a
season that was underwhelming in the extreme Sutton and Epsom came bottom of the league and were relegated. With
the RFU shuffling the deck once more S&E have been placed in Regional 2 South East. For the second campaign on the
bounce the Black & Whites will be welcoming some new league opponents in the form of Battersea Ironsides and Reeds
Weybridge. Meanwhile they will be reacquainting themselves with familiar foes like Sidcup whilst Old Colfeians make a
welcome return to Rugby Lane for the first time since 2006.

Notable players have departed for a variety of reasons including age, family life or the golf course and Messrs Caddy,

Cooksammy, Drye, Harwood, Hurley & See will be hard to replace and a most grateful club offer them their heartiest best

wishes for the future. But this is the cyclical nature of club rugby and it will provide an opportunity for young players to
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step into big boots and establish their reputation as an essential starter for the 1 st XV.

For the supporters the loss of those favourites will be compensated by the long-awaited return to the colours for Matt
Whitaker following surgery after a fallow season last time around. One senior player has not hung up his boots and will be
hoping for at least one more league encounter as prop Will Lloyd is currently a man with 99 league appearances under his
belt and hopes to become the club’s 32nd league centurion.

Head Coach Paul Hodgson commenting on the season ahead said: “Since my return back at Sutton & Epsom RFC, I don’t
feel there has been a more exciting time in this transition period between seasons. The main reason being is that a young
crop of players, mainly graduates from the S&E RFC Junior section, will be making up the majority of the starting squad.
Mixed in with a few experienced players and new faces, I feel the 1 st XV representing this great club will be a very
competitive side. My prediction for the season is that there will be a lot of good times playing down at Rugby Lane and
there will be some good wins achieved on the road.”

As usual the league season begins on the opening Saturday in September when Sutton & Epsom travel to Whitely Village
to experience an inaugural league fixture with Reeds Weybridge. For those of you who frequent Rugby Lane the first
home fixture is against Beckenham on Saturday 9th September kicking off at 3pm.

Full fixtures for the season can be found on the club’s website

The Rugby Lane ground can be found on this map.

Cruel ending at Calthorpe Park for Epsom and
Ewell FC

5 September 2023

Fleet Town 2-1 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 12th August 2023.

Despite a slow start to our opening League fixture of the season, we fought back to equalise and deserve a draw, only to
then lose the match to a long range deflected strike in the fourth minute of injury time as Fleet Town edged through by
the narrowest of 2-1 score lines.

We made four changes from our win over Horsham YMCA. Our Assistant Manager Ash Snaddon was getting married,
while Ade Batula and Chester Clothier were unavailable and Nick Inwugwu started on the bench. In their places came
Rory Edwards, Ollie Thompson and Sirak Negassi who had all come off the bench the previous Saturday, while Ben
Bauchop made his first appearance of the season. Snaddon’s absence, together with both of our coaches Steve Springett
and Kevin Espinosa being away, resulted in an emergency call for another of our previous keepers Dave Tidy to step into
the role and help James Scott out on the sidelines. Tidy actually had a foot in both camps for this match as had also
coached the opposition keeper Roan Strong!

As with recent previous matches we made a slow start and in front of a loud crowd that gave the impression of being more
than the official attendance of 109 we went behind in the sixth minute after Bauchop was caught in possession and on a
lightning counter attack the ball was fed through to Connor Young who slotted the ball past Harvey Keogh from around
twelve yards.

It nearly got worse as our Captain Callum Wilson then also found himself robbed on the edge of the area, although on this
occasion the shot was an easy one for Keogh to deal with. The home side were pressing us at every opportunity and it took
us a while to come to terms with this.

However, as the half progressed we began to improve and Sirak Negassi got a decent shot away that Strong was able to
beat away. Strong played in our colours back in a January friendly before spending the season at South Park and
appeared very solid here. He was then alert to make a good save from Negassi a few minutes later after our man had won
the ball after a Farnham defender had been caught in possession.

It was at times a very rapid contest with both teams really pushing the other and this energy was shown best by our left
wing back Ethan Nelson-Roberts. He had been competing well against the dangerous Fleet winger Naz Miah and in the
39th minute he got forward and won a free kick out wide after the referee had decided we had no advantage. This was a
crucial decision as Edwards then whipped in a free kick and Thompson met it about three yards beyond the far post with a
solid header back into the net for our equaliser.

The second half started with a scare as Miah went down in the penalty area under a challenge, after making a good run,
but it wasn’t convincing enough and we escaped. We then had a great opportunity when Bauchop took the ball off a
defender and we were suddenly three on two on the edge of the Fleet area, but he couldn’t pick a pass to a waiting
teammate and we were unable to take advantage.

The game was switching from end to end and if anything it was probably a little too open for both Managers’ liking. It also
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became a bit scrappy in patches as both teams fought for every inch out there. On the hour, former Salt Sam Marks put a
decent ball in from the right, although Wilson did well to clear the danger at the last minute with a stretching volley. Miah
was then clattered by Thompson who picked up our second yellow card after Wilson in the first half and we made a couple
of substitutions with Nick Inwugwu coming on for Thompson and Ben Amissah making his debut in relief of Jaan Stanley
who had a quiet day by his standards.

Then things got a little nervy in our area and a close range header was well saved by Keogh. In response Amissah made a
good run and found Negassi, although his shot didn’t trouble Strong. We saw another debutant enter the fray as Ayran
Kugathas came on for Tommy Williams on the right before it was our turn to press for a while. Nelson-Roberts put in a
great burst on the left and his low ball in was turned away by a defender, even though a goal kick was awarded. Then
Amissah got through on the left too and drew the keeper out, but his pull back was cleared for another corner. Tino
Carpene was next to strike at goal from twelve yards but Strong made a good save.

It looked as though it was a matter of time before we would pinch the win, and the Fleet Manager was having kittens on
the touchline, but a cruel twist of fate was waiting for us in the 94th minute when Mohamed Konte struck speculatively at
goal from around twenty-five yards. I've been advised by people from a different angle to me, who thought the shot was
going wide, but the ball struck Inwugwu and flew into the opposite corner with Keogh helpless to do anything about it.

There was still time for us to have a couple of chances as the final seconds expired and Negassi saw his angled shot kept
out by Strong. Then from the corner it was all hands to the pump as we rained in three shots on goal in about ten seconds;
the second of which from Inwugwu hit a defender fully on the chest while he was standing on the line. A yard either side
and we’d have been level, but there were no infringements by the home side and shortly after this the final whistle blew.

Did we deserve to lose this match? Absolutely not! However, for what it’s worth and regardless of the entertaining
contest, I felt that neither team had done quite enough to say they deserved the win and a 1-1 draw would have been a
fair result from this most even of contests. Alas, it was not to be and we now face high-flying Redhill in our opening home
League match in three days time.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Zach Powell, Ollie Thompson, Callum Wilson ©,
Sirak Negassi, Ben Bauchop, Jaan Stanley, Rory Edwards, Tino Carpene

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Thompson (70), Ben Amissah for Stanley (70), Ayran Kugathas for Williams (77)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Plea ahead of doctors’ strikes round 5

5 September 2023

The number of postponed appointments on strike days has now topped 10,000 at one hospital group - and with a fresh
wave of industrial action on the horizon, that figure is set to rise further.

Junior doctors at St George’s, Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals and Health Group will join colleagues across
the country on strike from 7am on Friday until 7am on Tuesday.

It is the fifth time they have done so this year and - coupled with a consultants’ strike last month - has resulted in 10,051
appointments, procedures, and operations being rescheduled to ensure emergency care can be prioritised.

The British Medical Association explains the reasons for the strikes: “While workload and waiting lists are at record
highs, junior doctors’ pay has been cut by more than a quarter since 2008/9. Junior doctors and their patients need
change now.

A crippling cost-of-living crisis, burnout and well below inflation pay rises are driving hard working doctors out of their
profession, at a time when we need them more than ever.

In 2022, junior doctors were offered an insulting and well below inflation pay rise of 2%.

No-one can be expected to stay in a high pressured job where your earnings are being eroded year on year. That’s why we
are calling on the Government for full pay restoration.”

This makes it all the more important that people who do have an appointment continue to attend, unless they have been
asked not to. Patients whose appointments have been rescheduled will be contacted directly.

Dr Luci Etheridge, Chief Medical Officer for St George’s University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, said: “Our message
remains the same as it always has: if you need care, please continue to come forward. That means if you have an
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appointment and you haven’t heard from us you should still come in, and if it’s life-threatening you should visit an
emergency department or call 999.

“But if you have an appointment and you can no longer make it, please let us know so our frontline doctors and nurses can
use their time more effectively to treat other patients and work to reduce our waiting lists.”

The hospital group saw extraordinary demand earlier this summer - including the busiest day ever in its emergency
departments and a busier-than-usual June.

NHS 111 online should always be the first port of call when you have a health need that’s not an emergency, as it will
direct you to the best place to get help for your symptoms.

Pharmacies, meanwhile, can offer advice and over-the-counter medicines for a range of minor illnesses, such as coughs,
colds, sore throats, and aches and pains. Some pharmacies will be open at weekends, and you can find your nearest one

here: https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/pharmacy/find-a-pharmacy

In a life-threatening emergency, you should always call 999 or go to an emergency department.

Dr Beccy Suckling, Chief Medical Officer for Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “Earlier this
summer it was very busy, and more recently we saw an increase in very unwell people coming to hospital. This, as you
would expect, has put a strain on our services.

“We always prioritise our sickest and most seriously ill patients - and that means that those coming to our emergency
departments when it is not as urgent will experience longer waits, and may be redirected elsewhere. Please help us when
it is not an emergency by using NHS 111 online first.”

If you need mental health support in a crisis, and live in Kingston, Merton, Richmond, Sutton or Wandsworth you can call
South West London’s 24/7 Mental Health Crisis Line on 0800 028 8000. There’s more information about this service here:
https://www.swlstg.nhs.uk/patients-carers/crisis-support/mental-health-support-line

For adults, young people, and children in Surrey and North East Hampshire, 24-hour support is available by calling: 0800
915 4644. There’s more information here: https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services

One way to learn collective nouns

5 September 2023

T

Last Monday, 7th August, Epsom Library invited Frances Cohen to come and read some of the poems from her recently
published book: “A Prickle of Porcupines - Really!!”

The added attraction was that the poems had been illustrated by five of her 7 grandchildren, three of whom go to local
schools in Epsom. Wallace Field Juniors, and Rosebery.

Frances is a 74 year old widow, and during the many COVID lockdowns she decided to use her talent for writing poems
and using the different, and sometimes very amusing “collective nouns” she had discovered for animals and birds, which
she had taught to her grandchildren over the years.

The poems are educational, including some interesting facts about each animal or bird, and really can be enjoyed by
children of all ages, and adults alike.

Jellyfish have been around for millions of years,

They are 95% water, and have no brains, bones, or ears,

Even though they have long tentacles, they are not very smart,
They also have no eyes, and not even a heart.

150 million people get stung by them every year,

So they are not very popular when, near your beach, they appear.
So if you see them coming, you better draw back,

And if there are lots of them together, it is called a SMACK
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The book is available on Amazon, and some Waterstones Shops
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County divisions - have your say on changes

5 September 2023

New boundaries are being proposed for council divisions in Surrey County Council including in Epsom and Ewell.

The Local Government Boundary Commission wants to hear what residents and local organisations think about the
proposals. A ten-week consultation on the proposals will run until 16 October 2023.

The Commission is the independent body that draws these boundaries. It is reviewing Surrey to make sure councillors will
represent about the same number of electors, and that division arrangements will help the council work effectively.

The Commission has published proposals for changes to Surrey. It is proposing that there should be 81 single-councillor
divisions.

In respect of Epsom and Ewell the Commission reports:

“Epsom & Ewell has been allocated five councillors, each councillor representing on average 6% more electors than the
county average.

We received two proposals for this borough, from the Council, who proposed a minimal level of change from the existing
division arrangements, and from the Epsom & Ewell Constituency Labour Party. The proposal from the local Labour
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Party, while offering helpful information about deprivation levels throughout the borough, and proposing 100%
coterminosity, offered poor levels of electoral equality for several divisions, including 12% fewer electors than average in
Town division, and 21% more electors than average in Epsom Common & Downs.

Epsom Town & Downs, Epsom West and West Ewell

We have adopted the Council’s proposals for these divisions. The Labour proposal, which kept entire wards within single
divisions throughout the borough, placed Stamford ward within a southern division, proposed to be called Epsom
Common & Downs, resulting in very poor electoral inequality for this ward. In contrast, the Council’s proposal, while
splitting wards, offered good electoral equality, and used the strong boundary of the railway line through the centre of
Epsom Town.

The only proposed change from the existing divisions we are making is to unify Horton ward within Epsom West division,
placing electors on Oakwood Avenue, McKenzie Way and neighbouring streets in Epsom West division. This was proposed
by the Council, and both improves coterminosity, and ensures that these electors are not isolated within West Ewell
division as they are at present, and we have adopted it as part of our draft recommendations. The remaining boundaries of
West Ewell division, including the borough wards of Ruxley, West Ewell and the northern section of Court ward, are
unchanged from the existing arrangements.

Ewell and Ewell Court, Auriol & Cuddington

Both proposals received suggested identical boundaries for these divisions, which we have adopted as part of our draft
recommendations. There was a disagreement over the name of Ewell division, with the Labour proposal suggesting
retaining the existing name, while the Council proposal suggested replicating the names of the constituent borough
wards, and naming this division as Stoneleigh, Ewell Village & Nonsuch.

We considered this proposed name change carefully but, while retaining an open mind, have not included it as part of our
draft recommendations. While we note that the northernmost division (Ewell Court, Auriol & Cuddington) has a name
comprising the three wards constituting the division, we note that we are proposing to retain the existing boundaries for
Ewell division, and that it may cause confusion for electors if the name of the division is changed but the boundaries
remain unchanged. The Council did not provide significant evidence in favour of its proposed name, and we would
welcome further evidence from residents and other interested parties as to whether a different name might better reflect
the communities in this area.

Launching the consultation Professor Colin Mellors, Chair of the Commission, said: “We want people in Surrey to help
us.

“We have drawn up proposals for new divisions in Surrey. We want to make sure these new electoral arrangements reflect
communities. We also want them to be easy to understand and convenient for local people. Residents and local
organisations can help us do that. We would like them to let us know whether they agree with our proposals before we
take final decisions.

“It’s easy to get involved. Go to our website. Or you can e-mail or write to us. Just tell us what you think and give us some
details why you think that. It’s really simple, so do get involved.”

The Commission has a dedicated section on its website where people can see the detail of the proposals and comment on
the names of divisions and their boundaries: https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/surrey.

People can also give their views by e-mail at reviews@lgbce.org.uk, and by post:
Review Officer (Surrey) LGBCE, PO Box 133 Blyth NE24 9FE

This consultation relates to arrangements for local government elections. It is separate from the review of parliamentary
constituencies that has recently concluded.

An interactive map is available at https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/surrey

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is an independent body accountable to Parliament. It
recommends fair electoral and boundary arrangements for local authorities in England. In doing so, it aims to:

= Make sure that, within an authority, each councillor represents a similar number of electors
= Create boundaries that are appropriate, and reflect community ties and identities
= Deliver reviews informed by local needs, views and circumstances

= Reflect the request for single-member divisions
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