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Parishing Epsom and Ewell is unholy?
I enjoyed your write-up of the latest meeting of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, where you asked “Will the doomed Epsom and
Ewell  Borough Council  rise from the ashes in other forms?” I  would however suggest that the intention of the Residents
Association (RA) clique that runs the council is to seek to continue its own existence as a relevant political force.

The RA has run the council since its creation and as Cllr Robert Leach (now the mayor) recently observed, feels that its dominant
position means that it can do as it likes. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council Faces Scrutiny Over Constitutional Reforms › Epsom &
Ewell Times

With the anticipated abolition of Epsom and Ewell as a borough council and effective merger with three or more neighbouring
boroughs, the RA can see that its stranglehold will be broken. Its representatives may well be elected to a new unitary council,
but they will likely be in a minority.

The paper at last week’s meeting that proposed what is called a Community Governance Review noted that “Epsom & Ewell
Borough Council is one of the few District Councils within Surrey that is unparished”, meaning that there are no civil parishes or
parish or other community councils.

Having been in charge for all these decades, the RA may wish to explain why this is the case. The answer to the why now question
is obvious – to give the RA another host body to move to when its current host expires. Not that the RA clique doesn’t already
have its fingers in a lot of pies locally.

There is also the why not now question, which the administration has skipped past. The report from last week notes that statutory
guidance advises councils like Epsom and Ewell to avoid starting a community governance review if a review of local electoral
arrangements is being, or is about to be, undertaken – i.e. the current situation.

Your article cites me as one of the councillors at the meeting who expressed doubts about whether information being given to
residents will allow them to make an informed decision. I was specifically concerned that residents will only be consulted on the
RA’s preference for new councils, despite recognition in the report that the government recently expressed a preference for the
establishment of Neighbourhood Area Committees, which would operate within the auspices of a new authority.

Clearly these have been rejected as not suiting the RA’s purposes. For now we have to accept that the RA clique that runs the
council can do what it likes, including spending £300,000 of desperately short funds on a process framed around its need to
perpetuate its own relevance.

Cllr Chris Ames (Labour Court Ward)
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