Current

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

,{f EPSOM & EWELL TIMES 00 @

Parliament’s sting in the tail for Epsom and Ewell
WASPIs lamented by local MP

Helen Maguire, the Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom & Ewell, has expressed her disappointment after a parliamentary vote on
compensating WASPI (Women Against State Pension Inequality) claimants failed to gain cross-party support. Maguire, who voted
in favour of the bill, said she was “proud” to back the proposal, which sought to address what she described as a “gross injustice”
affecting thousands of women in the constituency and across the UK.

The bill was introduced following an independent report that concluded that many women born in the 1950s had suffered an
injustice due to a failure by successive governments to properly inform them of changes to the state pension age. However, the
measure failed to secure enough support in Parliament, with Conservative and Labour MPs voting against it or abstaining.

What is the WASPI Campaign?

The WASPI campaign was formed in 2015 to highlight the plight of women born in the 1950s who were affected by changes to the
state pension age. Prior to reforms enacted by the Pensions Acts of 1995 and 2011, women in the UK could retire at 60, while
men retired at 65. The government decided to equalise the pension age for men and women, eventually raising it to 66 for both.
However, many women argue they were not adequately informed about these changes in time to make necessary financial
adjustments.

The Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman (PHSO) found that the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) failed to
communicate the pension changes properly, leading to significant hardship for many women who had planned their retirements
based on the previous system.

Local Impact and Political Response

According to data from the House of Commons Library, 5,420 women in Epsom & Ewell are believed to have been affected by
these pension changes. Many have reported financial distress, as they were forced to continue working or adjust to an unexpected
delay in receiving their pensions.

Speaking after the vote, Maguire criticised both Labour and Conservative MPs for failing to back the compensation plan. “For
years, senior Labour representatives and even the Prime Minister himself pledged to deliver fair compensation to those impacted
by changes these women had no control over. They made a conscious political choice to break that promise and ignore the
findings of the independent watchdog,” she said.

“For Conservative and Labour MPs to fail to back these women is an immense disappointment. All they are asking for is fairness,”
Maguire continued. “I, alongside my fellow Liberal Democrat MPs, will continue to stand up for the WASPI women at every turn
and keep fighting until they get the justice that they deserve.”

The Wider Debate

The issue of state pension reform has been contentious for years, with successive governments arguing that the changes were
necessary to ensure the long-term sustainability of the pension system. The government has so far resisted calls for direct
compensation, citing fiscal constraints, but campaigners argue that the lack of proper notification has left many women
financially disadvantaged through no fault of their own.

The failure of the bill to progress means that WASPI women and their supporters will need to continue pressing their case in
Parliament and beyond. With growing political pressure and the findings of the PHSO still pending further action, the fight for
compensation is likely to remain a key issue in the coming months.

For now, Maguire has pledged to keep up the pressure, but with the major parties unwilling to back compensation at this stage, it
remains to be seen whether justice will be delivered for the thousands of affected women in Epsom & Ewell and beyond.
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