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Penalty shoot out in normal time….
Abbey Rangers 2-1 Epsom & Ewell. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 25th November 2023.

In a match decided by three penalties and some rather odd officiating, we were extremely unfortunate to fall to a 91st minute
defeat in a match where we were the equal of our top four opponents on their own patch at Addlestone Moor.

We made three changes to the starting eleven following our narrow defeat against AFC Croydon Athletic.  Manager Steve
Springett didn’t select himself for this match and Tommy Williams was suspended, so Nick Inwugwu and Ethan Charles-Brazier
came in at the back while Nick Wilson came in for his first start since returning to our club and Jaan Stanley moved to the bench.

The opening exchanges were very even. An early bout of head tennis in our penalty area resulted in a header going just wide of
the post, while in reply Rory Edwards produced a good run and low finish that was only a yard wide of the post from just outside
the penalty area. Reece Tierney put an Edwards free kick over the bar, but in reality the first half hour contained little in the way
of goal threat.

That changed in the 32nd minute when a clever little flick through from an Abbey Rangers player reached their number 15 whose
close range volley was excellently kept out by Harvey Keogh and he then made another superb close range block a few minutes
later from former Salt Daryl Cooper-Smith to keep us on level terms. We would take full advantage of this by earning a couple of
corners and from the second of these, the ball fell back towards Ethan Nelson-Roberts who showed quick feet to elude his
defender who brought him down in the area. The referee delayed his decision for a while and for a moment I thought it wasn’t
going to be given, but finally the whistle blew and Wilson tucked away the penalty high to the keeper’s left in the 41st minute.

The half time lead was probably a little harsh on our opponents who had given as much as we had in that first half, but for a top
four team, they had threatened us only rarely. They are in the top four for a reason though, and in the 50th minute Abbey pressed
for an equaliser and got it when Ollie Thompson brought down Cooper-Smith from behind, picking up a yellow card. King put the
penalty down the middle, but Keogh had already moved to his left and we were level at 1-1.

Just before the hour we had a fantastic opportunity as Nelson-Roberts, playing further forward this week, delivered a dangerous
low ball into the six yard box, but from only a yard out Tijani Eshilokun was unable to get the ball over the line as the Abbey
Rangers keeper made a fantastic stop from close range and then gathered the ball.

We then had one of the most bizarre incidents I have seen in a year or two and guess what, yes, the referee was being assessed!
Our keeper was actually penalised in the 62nd minute for the crime of holding the ball for too long!! Leaving aside the fact that he
hadn’t been holding it for that long, insult was then added to injury after he threw the ball away and received a yellow card and
after further discussion he was then sent to the sin bin! With no substitute keeper on the bench Wilson went between the posts,
not for the first time in Epsom colours as he had been in goal last February at Hailsham Town when Toby McKimm had been
harshly dismissed. Fortunately, the ten minutes passed uneventfully enough and Keogh was soon back on the field. Wilson joins a
rare group of people who have scored a goal and played in goal in the same match, the last of which was Nathan Ayling at Frimley
Green back in April 2014.

As we approached the closing stages of the match Thompson Adeyemi tried his luck from twenty yards with his left foot, requiring
the Abbey keeper to make a good save low to his right. However, Abbey then broke away and in the 89th minute one of their
players rounded Keogh and struck at goal. It was blocked on the line by Thompson, but what by? Obviously I was a long way from
the incident, but the Assistant, standing some forty yards away and on the far side of the pitch was certain that he had seen
something and following consultation with him, the referee issued a straight red card in our man’s direction. Murdoch tucked
away the penalty low to Keogh’s right for what proved to be the winner in the 91st minute, but was it the right decision?
According to Thompson as he walked past us just after being sent off, the ball hit him squarely on the forehead. Assuming this to
be the case, it is really hard to accept the Assistant’s view, particularly as it was from so far away. Thompson will also serve a one
match suspension for this alleged offence.

There was time for the Abbey Rangers 7 to be sent to the sin bin after complaining about receiving a yellow card for a foul as we
pushed for an equaliser, but we only had a minute left for play and were unable to take advantage of the ten v ten situation before
the final whistle blew.

So Abbey Rangers extended their unbeaten run to twelve games and it has to be said that they certainly didn’t deserve to see that
run end here. However, compared to some of the other teams we have played recently like Farnham Town, Knaphill and AFC
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Croydon Athletic, Abbey didn’t hurt us nearly as much and I felt we were well worth a draw from this match. To lose it in such
disappointing circumstances is cruel, but I see some more points being picked up soon if we keep playing this way.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh (c), Ethan Charles-Brazier, Nick Inwugwu, Nick Wilson, Reece Tierney, Ollie Thompson, Ethan
Nelson-Roberts, Thompson Adeyemi, Tijani Eshilokun, Rory Edwards, Luke Miller

Subs: George Owusu for Miller (79), Jaan Stanley for Nelson-Roberts (81), Tino Carpene for Edwards (84)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


