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Phil Bradley of Ewell was a fair man
2 September 2024

World Fun Fair Month aims to unite Showmen from around the world to celebrate all aspects of fairgrounds, and the joy
they bring to communities everywhere, find out more with the Future4Fairgrounds website. Don’t forget to check out
our social media as we’ll have more posts running throughout September to celebrate World Fun Fair Month.

Fairs have been part of Surrey’s history for centuries and the origins of many can be traced back to charters and
privileges granted in medieval times. Surrey History Centre holds a wealth of sources for fairground history including
photographs, illustrations, and published works. Without a doubt, our key fairground collection is that of Fairground
enthusiast, Philip Bradley of Ewell, who spent his life compiling a written and photographic record of every fair he
visited from 1936 until his death in 1999. He amassed 30,000 photographs of fairs across the country and was highly
regarded  by  showmen  and  fairground  people.  His  collection  provides  an  invaluable  history  of  twentieth  century
fairgrounds (Surrey History Centre reference 6790). You can find out more about Philip Bradley and his archive on
our Exploring Surrey’s Past website.

This Bradley photograph shows features the glamorous and daring ‘Wall of Death’ display riders Patsy Kelly, Bobbie Hall
and Gene Dare, known as “The Bombshells”, on their motorbike at Guildford Fair, 6th May 1939, just a couple of months
before the start of the Second World War (Philip Bradley Collection, Surrey History Centre reference 6790/4/2).

Fairs during Wartime
During wartime, fairs were affected by blackout restrictions and limited supplies of food, fuel and ‘swag’. Coconut shies
became rare as coconuts took up valuable shipping space and rifle ranges were deprived of ammunition. Music was also
muted in case it drowned out the air raid alert. Many showmen’s engines were used for demolition work clearing debris
from blitzed cities  and demolishing unstable  buildings,  especially  in  areas of  severe bomb damage in  Merseyside,
Manchester and London. Find out more about fairs during wartime.

Surrey History Centre
Image: Philip Bradley seated in an Orton & Spooner ‘Whale Car’ at Butlins Ltd, Florence Park, Oxford, 28 Aug 1943 (Philip Bradley Collection, Surrey History Centre reference 6790/4/8).

Heritage open days in Surrey

Heritage open days take place between 6 to 15 September, and there’s over 200 events in Surrey to choose from. Why
not visit The Grange Centre on 13 September, where Archaeologists from Surrey County Archaeological Unit will be

opening a testpit in the grounds of the Centre.

09/10/2024 17:30 – 18:45      From Patient to Professor

Online Zoom Talk

Dan Jacobson was a teenage inpatient at Long Grove Psychiatric Hospital for four months in the years just before its
closure in the 1990s. This talk will explore the geography and history of the Epsom Cluster of psychiatric hospitals,
weaving together his personal and professional journey – from a patient to becoming a professor. What was it like on the
wards of the hospital? Dan is going to discuss negotiation and treatment for mental illness. These experiences will be used
to reflect on his ongoing research into the changes to the landscape within and surrounding the former hospital sites. 

Dan Jacobson, PhD, is an Associate Professor of Geography at the University of Calgary, Canada.

Cost: £6
96 spaces available – book this event
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