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Police headquarters in Leatherhead a step closer

22 August 2026

Work is set to begin on Surrey Police’s long-awaited new eastern headquarters, bringing an end to a saga stretching back
to 2023, when the force was compelled to vacate its Reigate base because of dangerous reinforced autoclaved aerated
concrete (RAAC).

Surrey Police was granted planning permission for the Cleeve Road site in Leatherhead in November last year. According
to papers filed with Mole Valley District Council, preparatory work is expected to begin on 7 September.

The force originally bought the building in 2018 for nearly £20.5 million, intending to move into the site. Those plans were
subsequently put on hold while it considered relocating staff to its Mount Browne headquarters in Guildford.

If the project proceeds as planned, the main construction work will begin in February 2027. The new eastern
headquarters, accommodating about 500 officers and staff, will be built on what is currently an unused car park.

Planning permission was also granted for 40 affordable homes on the site, although these will be constructed separately.

The second stage of the development will involve demolishing the existing redundant buildings to make way for a
residential block containing the affordable homes. Surrey Police has said it would ideally like the homes to be occupied by
its own officers and staff.

Once the headquarters is completed, the force will have a permanent eastern base. By then, officers and staff will have
spent about four years temporarily housed at Surrey Fire and Rescue Service’s former headquarters at Wray Park in
Reigate.

A Surrey Police spokesperson said the new headquarters would provide a financially sustainable base and ensure officers
and staff had the facilities needed to investigate crime and keep communities safe.

The force said the Leatherhead site best met its operational needs because of its access to the surrounding area and
major road links. It added that the improved facilities would help Surrey Police attract and retain staff.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Illustrative Visuals of the new Eastern Divisional Head Quarters for Surrey Police. (Credit: Pick Everard/ Surrey
Police/ Mole Valley District Council Planning

Related reports:

= Leatherhead to be home to 500 Surrey Police officers

» New Surrey Police division HQ plans

= Surrey Police to move to Epsom and Ewell constituency
= Surrey Police HQ development dogged by flood risks

= Surrey Police HQ redesign will quieten the dogs

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
1


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/police-headquarters-in-leatherhead-a-step-closer
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/chris-caulfield
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/leatherhead-to-be-home-to-500-surrey-police-officers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-surrey-police-division-hq-plans
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-to-move-to-epsom-and-ewell-constituency
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-hq-development-dogged-by-flood-risks
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-hq-redesign-will-quieten-the-dogs

