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Poor play spoilt by “Cantonesque” antics

Epsom & Ewell FC 1-2 Oakwood, Southern Combination League - Division One. Saturday 4th February 2023.

Ten weeks to the day since we last had a League contest on a Saturday and nearly five since we had a match of any kind, we
emerged from our hibernation with an absolute shocker of a performance as we lost 2-1 to Oakwood; a team we had beaten by
five clear goals on their own ground in August and who were sitting in the bottom four of the table. This was our fifth defeat in a
row, which represents our worst run of form since 2019 and our first defeat on this date since 1995 after six previous straight
wins.

Unfortunately, this awful performance is only one half of the story as our club’s name was sullied further by a frightening incident
at half time when one of our players chose to leave the field of play to “have it out” with a spectator, who just happened to be the
father of our goalkeeper Kamrun Zain. He was then promptly and correctly sent off by the referee whilst both were actually
standing in the main body of terracing on the clubhouse side of the ground; a quite bizarre sequence of events quite
unprecedented in our club’s history.

But back to the start. The club had heralded the arrival of three players in the last few days, yet none of them were in the squad,
while our Coach Jack Porter was named as one of the subs, which, with no offence to Jack, usually happens when we are short.
The irony here was that only one man actually made his debut in the starting eleven, Thompson Adeyemi and the club hadn’t ever
mentioned him joining! Our Manager Anthony Jupp was unavoidably absent for this match so Matt Chapman and Kevin Espinosa
took charge in the dugout.

Despite our healthy league position and the fact that we had been without competitive football for so long, only 84 were present
on a perfect day for football and it was a shame that there was so little of it on display. The club described the figure in their brief
report as “good”, but on a day when mid table Selsey registered 192, and with title rivals Shoreham getting 182 at home the week
before, I would beg to differ. We were missing our main striker Jamie Byatt, Ben Bauchop and Johnny “Sonic” Akoto while Ryan
Smith took over the armband, following the departure of Brad Peters to Step Five Broadbridge Heath, where according to our
Chairman’s programme notes he is now playing Step Four football! There was no Josh Alder to take Byatt’s place after he joined
Alfold and so Josh Owen took on the central striker’s role.

The first half was without doubt, the worst forty-five minutes supporters will have witnessed at this club this season as we failed
to impose ourselves in any way against a team that were extremely limited in their ambitions at first, and understandably so,
following our August win and a 6-0 drubbing last time they visited us. However, it became apparent after around fifteen minutes
that we were only able to play one way; sideways, followed by balls down the flanks to either Athan Smith-Joseph or Jaevon Dyer,
both of whom failed entirely to create a single delivery of note for Owen. With few other midfielders appearing willing to join the
attacks, they were seen off with relative comfort.

Nick Wilson sent a powerful shot over the bar after Dyer’s pull back to the edge of the area, but in the 23rd minute the visitors
took the lead from a completely innocuous free kick way out on their left flank. The ball in looked like it would reach Zain, but
Adil Raman nipped in front and poked the ball past our keeper from eight yards. Whose fault was this? It's hard to know for
certain, but the absence of the commanding presence of Peters was instantly noticed as no one took charge of the situation and
we paid for it.

This was concerning. Neither team had really looked like scoring to this point and it was a horribly frustrating half of football to
watch as passes went astray. Oakwood were no better, but for a team like ours with substantial experience of playing at a higher
level it was extremely disappointing to witness nobody really taking control of the situation. The referee was also being a bit fussy
by this time and Wilson and Owen both received warnings for complaining about decisions before the latter picked up a petulant
yellow card for raising his boot to try and block a goal kick; the sort of thing you learn not to do in kids football.

The whistle blew for half time and the crowd began to conduct its own post-mortems. However, something was going on in the
opposite corner of the ground to me. It transpired that a spectator had been loud and abusive throughout the first half, so much
so that it could be heard on my side of the pitch by some spectators. Most of the abuse being given out was in the direction of
Aaron Bogle, and it was from our keeper’s father who was clearly upset with some of the communication Bogle was giving to his
son between the posts. As the players went off for the break it spilled over and although Bogle was originally escorted away from
the area, he returned and confronted the spectator on the terracing with an altercation between them resulting right in front of a
number of our supporters, some of whom feared for their safety.
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Almost out of nowhere the referee appeared and he had no alternative but to send our player off for this atrocity. There is no
excuse for leaving the field of play, even under provocation and we await further news of what further actions will follow, once
the referee’s report is studied.

The second half commenced, quite probably with many people being completely unaware of what had actually happened while
they had their half time pints! Strangely, despite being a man down we were actually better in the second half, although
admittedly that wasn’t hard to achieve! Smith-Joseph was much more prominent in this period and was involved in most of the
attacking threats we created, setting up Dyer for a low shot in the 50th minute which was just wide. A corner shortly afterwards
was met by an Owen header that was well tipped over by the Oakwood Captain, Andrew Graves and then Smith-Joseph’s ball in
was only punched clear to Adeyemi in space just fifteen yards out, but his powerful strike at goal flew inches over the crossbar
and hit the facia of the Bernard Edwards stand instead.

Almost immediately we paid for this miss as the visitors scored a second goal, when from just short of forty yards Darrell
Agyemang spotted Zain a little off his line and struck the ball over him and into the net in the 65th minute. It was a superb goal
and the absolute highlight of a match of such low quality. In response, we threw on Musa Beegun for his debut and Gavin
Quintyne and in the 76th minute we had a goal back as Beegun and Dyer linked well before threading the ball to the advanced
Gideon Acheampong. His deep cross caught Graves out and looked like it may go in on its own, but the ball was bundled over the
line by Smith-Joseph who admitted after the match that it may have gone in off his arm!

Our winger almost scored again after a wild defensive pass went straight to him in the 86th minute, but his shot was well blocked
and cleared. The Oakwood bench made it quite clear to their player what they thought of the wayward pass as it had nearly cost
them two points, but apart from a late Wilson header that just missed the far post, we were all out of ideas and Oakwood claimed
all three points to give them an excellent chance of escaping relegation.

I wrote after the Chessington defeat that we had worked hard to get up the League, but that another poor performance would not
receive such a forgiving report. Quite simply this one was completely unacceptable to our extremely patient supporters and
bearing in mind that our visitors are one of many clubs in this league without a playing budget, our players should be handing
their wages back after this one. There was not a single redeemable feature to take from this match, yet worryingly, this was not
the worst part of the day.

So what happens now? Well, for starters I can advise that our keeper has chosen to leave the club, as a screenshot of his message
saying so was put out on social media in the last 24 hours. Maybe this is not a surprise, but either way, our Manager will have his
hands full finding replacements in time for our trip to Hailsham Town next weekend. Be clear of one thing though. Promotion
from the play offs is not the biggest disaster, particularly as Shoreham are now way clear of us at the top. However, further
performances like this one will see us start to slip out of the playoff positions, which would not be acceptable to supporters.

What happens to Aaron Bogle is less clear as I write this some twenty-four hours after the event. Our club have belatedly put out
a statement advising that the incident was unacceptable and will be dealt with accordingly. You would therefore draw the
conclusion from this that he is to be released, but it is bizarre in the extreme that this hasn’t happened yet. It is easy to think back
to December 2021 when the club’s decision to release Alex Penfold was publicised within a couple of hours of that match being
abandoned, yet in my opinion, this Cantona-esque episode was worse and can only result in his release and subsequent long
period of reflection from the sidelines. Concerningly, and as evidence of the club’s disjointed Media policy, there is no appearance
of the statement on the club’s “official” website, and literally just one sentence in its match report covering the half time fracas,
almost as if the club want to bury things and pretend they didn’t exist. Our club seem quite simply unable to grasp the situation
and the number of times they have “read the room” wrongly is embarrassing in the two and a half years since the “new regime”
and its new culture came in.

At a time when our club is about to ask for help from its supporter base with reference to its plans for the Hook Road Arena
sporting hub, this club cannot afford to have such a situation hanging over it. Supporters at the game genuinely feared for their
safety and I have had a number contacting me to express their disgust and explaining how the matter could have been handled
better. Rather oddly I have also seen one occasional supporter has commented along the lines that the club could do no more at
this time than to issue what was a vague and poorly written statement. That is their opinion, but I vehemently disagree with it.
The Surrey FA will be watching and waiting for an extremely quick response here as charges will surely follow and our club’s
reputation needs to be protected. We need to be doing something and should have done this already.

This horrible incident at what tries to portray itself as a family and community club could and should have been prevented by its
officials. Committee members advised supporters that they had not heard the extremely loud abuse going on during the first half,
but this is hard to believe as evidenced by people hearing it across the other side of the ground. Then, when it all happened, the
player was removed from the area rapidly enough, but the supporter was not. In fact, he then wandered to the other side of the
pitch. The person concerned was finally escorted from the ground by our Vice-Chairman Barry Gartell midway through the second
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half, but the moment he walked away from the entrance, the supporter just walked back in and watched the remainder of the
match.

Epsom & Ewell: Kamrun Zain, Gideon Acheampong, Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Ryan Smith (c), Oliver Thompson, Aaron Bogle, Jaevon
Dyer, Nick Wilson, Josh Owen, Thompson Adeyemi, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Musa Beegun for Adeyemi (72), Gavin Quintyne for Owen (72)
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