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Prime Minister and Health Secretary Visit Epsom
Hospital to Unveil NHS Recovery Blueprint
6 January 2025

Epsom Hospital played host to Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer and Health Secretary Wes Streeting today as they
unveiled a significant national plan aimed at tackling the extensive backlog of NHS tests, checks, and treatments. The
visit highlighted the government’s strategy to expand healthcare capacity, streamline services, and reduce waiting times
for millions of patients across the UK.

The blueprint includes a major partnership between the NHS and the private healthcare sector,  intended to make
additional  hospital  facilities,  equipment,  and staffing  resources  available.  Prime Minister  Starmer  emphasized  that
healthcare reform must  be “totally  unburdened by dogma” and that  prioritising patient  outcomes over  ideological
constraints was essential.

The government announced plans for an extra 450,000 appointments for diagnostic tests and health checks, with local
diagnostic centres operating 12 hours a day, seven days a week. GPs will have increased power to make direct referrals to
these centres, reducing delays caused by administrative hurdles. Furthermore, 14 new surgical hubs will be established to
handle less complex procedures, easing the strain on general hospital facilities.

Health Secretary Wes Streeting highlighted the urgency of these measures, pointing out that the current NHS backlog
stands at 7.6 million patients awaiting elective treatments. He stressed that these reforms aim to address not only the
backlog but also improve efficiency and convenience for patients.

Amanda Pritchard, Chief Executive of NHS England, expressed confidence in the proposed measures, stating that they
would enable the NHS to deliver millions more tests, checks, and treatments annually, while also empowering patients
and local healthcare providers.

While the national focus was clear, local concerns were also raised. Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom & Ewell, Helen
Maguire, issued a statement welcoming the measures but stressing the ongoing need for infrastructure improvements at
Epsom and St Helier Hospitals. She reiterated her campaign for the long-awaited Specialist Emergency Care Hospital in
Sutton to be prioritised.

Cllr Kate Chinn, (Court Ward) Labour group leader on Epsom and Ewell Borough Council said: “It was great to see Keir
in Epsom today, highlighting the great work done at SWLEOC and setting out Labour’s plans to cut NHS waiting lists.
People in Epsom and Ewell know how the NHS is struggling after 14 years of Tory neglect and false promises of a badly-
needed new hospital by 2030. Labour, which created the NHS, is determined to rebuild it, but it will not be an easy job.”

As the government pushes forward with its ambitious NHS recovery plan, the people of Epsom will be watching closely to
see how these national promises translate into real-world improvements at their local hospital.
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