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Salts beat County Town, or City?

Epsom & Ewell 4-3 Guildford City. Combined Counties League - Premier Division. Saturday 9th December 2023.

On Saturday we welcomed Guildford City to our temporary home at Cobham for a first League meeting since 2018 and a bizarre
match ensued with our boys just about coming through to secure the points by a score of 4-3.

On a fairly wet and often gusty afternoon that attracted just 72 spectators, despite many local matches falling foul of the weather,
I firstly noticed that there were some changes in the dugout. Joint Manager Sam Groombridge was still absent due to personal
issues and in view of this, Steve Springett brought in Gwynne Berry and Warren Burton to help him as Coaches. Burton is in fact a
former Salt, making a couple of first team appearances in 1993/94 before moving on to greater things, while Berry was formerly
with Sutton United amongst other clubs.

This “reshuffle” allowed Springett to take his place back on the field in his newly favoured central defensive midfield position
after missing the previous two contests and in addition Luke Miller and Ade Batula came back into the starting line up with Tijani
Eshilokun, Tino Carpene and George Owusu making way, although the latter two would play a part from the bench. For Guildford,
our former Captain Callum Wilson was in the starting line up for a team that had taken just five points from their last twelve
League matches, although they had picked up three of those with a win over Colliers Wood United just three days previously.

We had an early scare in just the fourth minute when our Captain and keeper Harvey Keogh came out to clear a ball, only to
hammer it against a visiting player who was trying to close him down, with the rebound luckily heading out for a goal kick. It was
a warning that we wouldn’t heed later in the match.

We responded well and took charge of proceedings for a while. Ethan Nelson-Roberts and Jaan Stanley were linking well on the
left and we took the lead in the twelfth minute with one of the best deliveries of a ball I have seen at this level as Nelson-Roberts
pinged the ball diagonally from around 35 yards right onto the head of Thompson Adeyemi who then nodded the ball past Adam
Longman from eight yards to open the scoring.

The visitors nearly levelled up soon after this as a ball in from the left was met by a Guildford striker, but he was unable to get his
close range effort on target and it almost appeared as if he hadn’t expected the ball to reach him. We were soon back on the
attack though and a Springett free kick found Adeyemi’s head again, although the effort went straight at Longman. Two minutes
later though his next set piece caused panic in the defence and the ball was guided into the corner of the net by Niall Stillwell for
an own goal. Stillwell was Keogh’s PE teacher a few years back and he currently teaches my boy Nathan, so I'm sure words will
be had at school next week!

At 2-0 up we were good value for our lead and we nearly made it three on the half hour when Stanley pressured a defender to
head the ball beyond his own keeper and although he was then able to clear before our man could get there, the ball didn't go far
and was fed back in where Miller’s powerful drive was just deflected over the bar at the last minute by our former Captain Wilson.

Unfortunately in the 38th minute the game swung in Guildford’s favour when Keogh tried to see the ball out of play for a goal kick
and was robbed. Our man then collided head first with the fencing as the ball was fed across goal for Darnell MacDonald to fire
into the empty net. We were a long way from the action but there was certainly an argument from people closer than me that he
had been fouled. Either way, the ball should really have been sent into Row Z. Keogh appeared to have recovered after five
minutes of treatment, but then in the seventh minute of injury time, ironically only being played as a result of his earlier collision,
he let a corner slip through his hands and Will May fired in an equaliser.

Clearly our keeper was struggling and he never came out for the second half, leading to a second appearance in goal this season
for our midfielder Nick Wilson. In fact the early part of the second half was a bit of a trial for our supporters as Guildford came at
us with the momentum they had gained at the end of the opening forty-five minutes and Wilson had to punch away one corner
before producing a world class save in the 57th minute as a low right wing ball was met at the far post with a tap in. The away
supporters behind the goal were already cheering, only to see Wilson recover to claw the ball away from the line and stop a
certain goal. If a striker can score a worldy, then this was the goal keeping equivalent and it turned the game back in our favour.

It was easy to forget at this point that whilst we had lost our keeper, we were not down to ten men and as the half wore on we
began to get more of a foothold. Then in the space of two minutes we took charge again, firstly in the 67th minute with a typical
powerful low drive across the keeper into the far corner from Miller from just inside the penalty area. Both Wilson and Longman
got slight touches to the ball on its way, but couldn’t keep it out. Then two minutes later a ball from the right was finished off at
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the far post by substitute Sirak Negassi who had come on at the break for Keogh.

As we were celebrating behind the goal we realised that Longman was requiring more treatment and he was replaced soon after,
leaving us with the very rare occurrence of both starting keepers failing to finish the match! After a small break we continued and
Stanley did ever so well on the right wing to chase a lost cause and rob a defender, only to then try an ambitious strike from a
narrow angle with two of our players waiting for a pass who were not best pleased! Then Springett was inches wide with a free
kick from 25 yards that the keeper wasn’t going to reach.

Then in the 83rd minute we conceded again as Wilson shouted to claim a corner, only for the ball to sail over his head where it
was nodded in from close range. This led to quite a nervy ending, especially when the referee advised the replacement visiting
keeper that we were going to see an extra seven minutes, but we saw them out with minimal worry, although Wilson made
another superb save with a low block from close range in the final minute of normal time. We nearly scored a fifth goal when
Negassi sent the ball over for Tino Carpene, only for his shot to be deflected inches wide.

The final action came in the 98th minute when Nick Inwugwu was fouled as the visitors were chasing an equaliser, only for Owen
Sims to vent his frustration about the decision to the referee who sent him straight to the sin-bin for his comments. He must have
been sat down on the bench for ten seconds at most when the final whistle blew anyway.

This was a strange encounter that had a few turning points. We looked well in control for a large part of the match, only to be
pegged back, and effectively we had to go and win the match a second time. This was an important victory to take us further away
from the bottom two clubs, and more relevantly, it was a well-deserved one too. Hopefully we can extend our winning run to two
matches when we visit Colliers Wood United next Saturday.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh (c), Nick Inwugwu, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Steve Springett, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson, Luke
Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Jaan Stanley
Subs: Sirak Negassi for Keogh (HT), George Owusu for Miller (75), Tino Carpene for Batula (75)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY



