
Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 1
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

Salts fail to clear foggy condition
Alton 2-0 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 2nd December 2023.

“Sorry you had to see that” said our young Captain Harvey Keogh as a dejected Epsom team came off the pitch after competing
against an Alton side who were in all honesty, no better than we were, but found a way to score twice midway through the second
half to claim the points on offer.

The irony of his comment was that most of the spectators really didn’t see that much of the match, as the foggy conditions made
the contest look like a throwback from the old pre-war days when fog was the only reason you would ever get a match postponed
for. The conditions were no one’s fault of course, but as a result of them, the contest was lacking something in the way of
atmosphere and this seemed to project onto the players too, as it must have felt like they were playing a match in an empty
ground, even though the attendance was a very respectable 142, despite the bitterly cold winter’s afternoon. Ultimately though,
our first visit to the redeveloped Anstey Park since May 1977 ended exactly the same way as our last did with a 2-0 defeat.

With Ollie Thompson joining Tommy Williams on the suspended list for this one match, Nick Wilson found himself playing in the
back four, just a week after he had taken positions both in midfield and in goal! Ethan Nelson-Roberts moved into the back four in
place of Ethan Brazier for whom George Owusu came in further forward. Finally, Jaan Stanley started ahead of Luke Miller who
would join the action later.

I have to be honest here and apologise to our opponents. My report, as our regulars will be aware, is compiled from behind our
goal so it was really hard to see, let alone describe many of Alton’s attacks, although it’s fair to say that in the first half there
weren’t many by either side. Nick Inwugwu was first to try his luck for us as he advanced towards the edge of the area, but after
having made good progress with his right foot, he struck well wide with his weaker left foot. In response the home side sent a
shot straight at Keogh in the 16th minute and another effort wide from a good position five minutes later. A further strike from a
decent position also failed to trouble our keeper and the teams went off at the break with just one shot on target between them to
show for their work.

Clearly our Manager Steve Springett had seen enough by the break as just seven minutes into the second half he replaced our
entire front three, so Miller came on alongside Sirak Negassi and debut boy Yannick Modeste Monga Ebwa. To be fair though,
these three had a similar lack of success against an Alton team that were very well drilled at the back. Negassi sent a shot wide
from a half cleared Rory Edwards free kick, but as we reached the hour mark it looked like this match was going to end with the
goalless draw it deserved.

But the home team had other ideas and took charge. In the 61st minute they had an attempt headed off the line by an Epsom
defender, but we didn’t heed the warning and two minutes later, a ball in from the right was converted at close range by Perry
Coles. Three minutes later it was game over as a right wing cross was headed low past Keogh from a few yards by Pat Cox.

Very little happened in the final twenty minutes with exception of a Tijani Eshilokun header from a Nelson-Roberts cross and a
speculative Wilson attempt from twenty-five yards that went high and wide. We had a glimmer of light six minutes from time
when an injury to an Alton player left them down to ten men, as they had used all five of their substitutes, but the player returned
after a few minutes on the sidelines and the chance was gone. In fact, the home side were denied from extending their lead by a
low injury time save from Keogh.

It is fair to say that whilst conditions were awkward and our opponents difficult to break down, this was one of our weaker
performances in recent weeks and I would imagine our boys would probably agree with that assessment. Certainly our Manager
felt that way as evidenced by the triple substitution just after the halfway mark. Additionally, we are now on a run of just one win
and one draw in seven matches. However, we have an intriguing and winnable set of fixtures coming up against teams in the
lower half apart as we approach Christmas, including the pivotal trip to Colliers Wood United, and we need to start getting a few
more points in the near future. Performances, particularly from an attacking standpoint will need to improve, but no one watching
this match will be surprised to read that.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh (c), Nick Inwugwu, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Thompson Adeyemi, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson,
George Owusu, Tijani Eshilokun, Tino Carpene, Rory Edwards, Jaan Stanley

Subs: Luke Miller for Owusu (52), Yannick Modeste Monga Ebwa for Carpene (52), Sirak Negassi for Stanley (52)
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