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Salts succumb to athleticism
Epsom & Ewell 2-4 AFC Croydon Athletic. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 18th November 2023.

A rather harsh 4-2 home defeat to AFC Croydon Athletic in our latest League match should have been the big story of the day, but
regrettably we had another to report as a couple of hours before the match it was announced that our long-serving Club President
Stella Lamont had passed away seven days previously at the grand age of 95 having completed twenty years in the role, having
been appointed at the Annual General Meeting in 2003. As you would expect, the minute’s silence (far more appropriate for a
Committee member or supporter than applause) was impeccably observed and the focus returned to the football.

Our opponents had of course already won once at our ground this season when turning around a 3-1 deficit into a 4-3 League Cup
victory and had strengthened since then with the addition of striker Louie Theophanous, who scored five goals a couple of weeks
ago against Sheerwater. We made just the one change with Ethan Nelson-Roberts coming back into the line up at the expense of
Nick Inwugwu. Despite no Premier League action taking place and many other matches being postponed it was disappointing to
see an attendance of just 79 counted at the ground, particularly as we have been playing better in recent weeks.

Maybe we were affected by the sombre occasion at first, but either way we were a little slow out of the blocks in this match,
although there was little of real danger for Harvey Keogh to deal with either. A couple of dangerous crosses into each box
whizzed out the other side after failing to reach their intended targets before we lost the ball coming out of defence in the 12th
minute. Fortunately the left wing cross into the danger area was then sent well over the bar by Olalekan Osideko from a good
position.

It was a bitty start from both teams, with the visitors in particular struggling to keep the ball on the pitch, but we grew into it and
Luke Miller was only just beyond the far post with a fifteen yard header as he met Jaan Stanley’s cross, before Nelson-Roberts
struck at goal, only for his powerful looking strike to hit team mate and Manager Steve Springett and rebound away to safety!
Rory Edwards was next to try his luck from around fifteen yards and the ball took a slight deflection before David Boateng stuck
out a leg and diverted the ball only just over his own crossbar from six yards. We were pressing for an opener at this stage with
debutant AFC Croydon Athletic keeper Toby Fisher being kept busy, although Keogh had to make a low save on the half hour to
keep out a shot from Osideko.

Regrettably, just as we were going into first half injury time a pass through our defence found Theophanous in space and he ran
in and slotted the goal past Keogh from close range to open the scoring.

If that half time scoreline looked harsh, things then got worse in a hurry as we conceded two more goals in the 48th and 51st
minutes to leave us facing a mountain to climb. The goals came in a similar manner with dangerous balls in from the right wing
and close range finishes, although it transpired that the first of these goals was actually knocked in by one of our defenders with
Brandon Pierrick registering their third goal. Keogh then made a low save from an angle with his feet as the visitors threatened to
run away with things.

We made some substitutions, only for one of them, Nick Wilson to spend just five minutes on the pitch before he was sent to the
sin bin for disputing an extremely harsh yellow card that had been brandished in the direction of Eshilokun. This appeared to be
poor officiating and I was waiting to hear the comment from someone that “he’s being assessed” which of course he was!

The ten men made a fight of it though and Eshilokun made a good run, only to drag the shot wide with teammate George Owusu
in a better position, but I don’t blame any of our strikers when they want to have a shot if they are in a good position. We then had
another scare when Keogh was robbed and nearly conceded a fourth goal, but it came anyway in the 73rd minute after Pierrick
received the ball on the left and his pull back was struck home by Newbay Haile with the aid of a slight deflection.

At 4-0 things were getting desperate. We pushed for a goal and Edwards appeared to be clattered in the penalty area before
Owusu then threw himself to the ground, picking up a yellow card for simulation as a result. However, he redeemed himself two
minutes later after a Springett corner was flicked on by Eshilokun and the loose ball found its way through to Owusu who scooped
the ball into the net from four yards out to reduce the deficit in the 78th minute.

The visitors sent a left wing cross over that clipped our bar on its way out, but we were getting on top now and Wilson was fouled
as he broke away, earning a yellow card for his assailant before Owusu received a pass from Miller, but instead of returning the
pass he chose to shoot and Fisher was untroubled by it. We did get a second goal in the 87th minute after a deep Edwards free
kick resulted in a couple of collisions. Reece Tierney went up with Fisher and although there was contact, the referee felt there
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was no foul and with the visiting defence almost frozen, expecting a whistle for a foul, Nelson-Roberts nodded the loose ball over
the line from a yard to make the score 4-2.

It was a grandstand finish as Owusu saw his next shot deflected just wide by Fisher’s leg, before their new keeper made a
fantastic save with his left foot to deny Edwards his first goal for the club and Thompson Adeyemi then sent his header over from
a corner before Owusu then celebrated a “third” goal only to see the flag raised for offside.

We had finished quite strongly and in many ways it was a completely opposite ending to our previous meeting, but AFC Croydon
Athletic had enough in the bank to see them over the line with that 4-2 score line and probably did deserve the points over the
course of the ninety minutes, mostly for that blistering start to the second half when we had no answers, but football was of
secondary importance to our club on this sad day.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh (c), Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Steve Springett, Reece Tierney, Ollie Thompson, Luke
Miller, Rory Edwards, Tijani Eshilokun, Thompson Adeyemi, Jaan Stanley

Subs: George Owusu for Stanley (54), Nick Wilson for Thompson (54), Nick Inwugwu for Williams (58)
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