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Scoutabout success for Surrey
More than 6,000 Scouts and Guides and adults from Surrey enjoyed an action-packed weekend of activities over the weekend of
28th to 30th June 2024.

Scouts, Guides, and adults from Epsom & Ewell joined other Scouts and Guides from Surrey.

The first Scoutabout was at Ardingly back in 1984 and and thus event 40 years was celebrated. The boys and girls aged 10 to
14 had the opportunity to take part in more than 100 activities at the three-day Scoutabout event at the South of England
Showground in Ardingly, West Sussex, the only site big enough and close enough to house the Scouts and Guides of Surrey for
the weekend.

There were over 150 activities including Bus Driving, car driving, bungee running, kayaking, archery, air rifle shooting and
caving, to name just a few.  The young people were able to try something new, in a safe environment, gain skills-for-life and make
new friends at the same time.

The weekend will not have been possible without the hard work of a determined team of 1,500 adult volunteers from across
Surrey who have carried out a range of roles to make Scoutabout a reality.

From camp cooks to a doctor and from fire teams to IT engineers, adult volunteers would have shared their skills to benefit these
young people.

One of the biggest tasks has been to source the huge number of activities that make Scoutabout such a success.

On the Friday night Sour Kix played for the camp at the opening ceremony and on the Saturday night Doubting Thomas and The
Ariston played on stage.

Over the weekend Scoutabout FM was broadcasting and along with competitions (Thanks to Guildford Flames, Bentley Copse
Activity Centre, Airfix and Surrey Sports Park for the donation of prizes) Explorer Scouts were able to present shows.

Bear Grylls, Chief Scout said “A special message for all of you at Scoutabout 2024 at Ardingly showground.  I really hope all of
you have a brilliant weekend together, look after each other and most of all have fun.  So proud of what you all do, helping other
people always, showing the true Scouting spirit, you are all amazing”.

Marcus Martin-Burns, County Youth Commissioner for Surrey Scouts said “Seeing 5,000 Scouts & Guides all together for one
weekend at Scoutabout has been truly awesome, giving them the opportunities to learn skills for life, make new friends and
discover new activities.  From Archery to Zorbing, Scoutabout had it all and a big thank you goes to all the leaders and service
crew who made this weekend possible.”

Eashan, aged 10 from Epsom & Ewell district (1st Ewell Court) said “The best bit of Scoutabout was the fun activities, I enjoyed
the bungee slip slide because its fast and fun and gets you active.”

Lucy, aged 11 from Leatherhead district (3rd Bookham) said “I liked the quad biking as I have not done it before, and it was really
fun.”

The first Scoutabout was at Ardingly in 1984.

Scoutabout happens every three years (apart from this one, due to the pandemic the 2024 one puts it back into a tri-
annual event.

Scouts are for Boys and Girls aged 10.5 to 14.

Guides are for girls aged 10-14

Individuals are 15% less likely to suffer from mood swings and anxiety if you’ve been a Scout or Guide. Source: Cohort
study by the University of Edinburgh and Glasgow, 2016
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