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Seven-try storm sinks Epsom and Sutton
12 January 2026

Old Colfeians 44 Sutton & Epsom RFC 22. Saturday 10th January.

The fourth-placed Black & Whites opened their 2026 account at Horn Park against Old Colfeians, who sat one place below
them in the league table. Sutton’s season has been one of feast or famine — the ecstasy of winning their first four fixtures
giving way to the agony of a five-match losing streak — although bonus points in defeat have kept them competitive.
Whatever New Year resolutions were made, they did not translate into success on the pitch as Old Colfeians ran in seven
tries in a 44–22 victory.

After a week of wild weather, conditions were benign, despite a temporary water cut in the area which thankfully was
resolved in time for the teams to shower. There was an early sign of trouble when Sutton were pushed back at the first
scrum, although this proved to be a rare moment of dominance by the home pack. Old Colfeians opened the scoring with a
penalty from Ollie  Burkett.  Sutton responded five minutes later when Freddy Bunting kicked to the corner,  Ewan
McTaggart secured possession and after multiple phases Tom Lennard found winger Kyren Ghumra, who crossed for the
opening try. The conversion struck the upright, but Sutton led 5–3.

The hosts soon hit back as centre Louis Baker broke through from 25 metres for the first of his two tries, regaining the
lead at 8–5. Sutton replied immediately with what many present judged their try of the season — slick passing down the
right wing released Ghumra for his second, nudging the visitors back in front at 10–8. The lead did not last long. A flowing
counter-attack, started by full-back Chris Harris, ended with Mylo Mutongwizo finishing in the corner. Another missed
conversion left Old Colfeians ahead 13–10.

Sutton pressed again but a sharp interception from Burkett turned defence into attack, leading to a try finished by prop
Tom Rameaux. Burkett added the conversion for a 20–10 half-time lead in a fast-paced and entertaining contest.

Sutton were dealt a blow when scrum-half Gareth O’Brien was forced off with concussion, with Tom Lennard taking over
his duties. The visitors made a strong start to the second half and were rewarded when McTaggart forced his way over
from close range after another line-out move. Once again the conversion was missed, leaving Sutton trailing 20–15 with
half an hour to play.

Although Sutton enjoyed spells of possession, Old Colfeians’ defence was resolute. When the hosts regained territory,
Harris kicked to the corner and the resulting catch-and-drive saw hooker Freddie Holland-Oliver score the bonus-point
try. Burkett converted for 27–15 and the home forwards, led by captain Andy O’Malley, began to dominate. O’Malley
powered over soon after, stretching the lead to 34–15.

Adam Bibby briefly reignited Sutton hopes with a strong run, but Baker then ran in from 40 metres for his second try to
make it 39–15. Sutton did at least secure a valuable bonus point when Tom Lennard took a quick tap from a penalty near
the line and Eric Duey emerged from the pile to score. Bunting converted to bring the score to 39–22.

Old Colfeians had the final word when O’Malley crossed again following another forward surge. Burkett missed the
conversion but the hosts completed a convincing 44–22 win.

Sutton were very much in contention in the first half, but as the game wore on they were increasingly overpowered by a
dominant Colfeians pack that laid the platform for victory. Both sides then enjoyed generous hospitality in the clubhouse,
where Horn Park remains a favourite destination for travelling supporters.

Next Saturday Sutton return to Rugby Lane to face Sidcup, who won the reverse fixture 22–12 earlier in the season.

Sutton & Epsom
Bennion, Scott, Bibby, Bunting ©, Ghumra, Lennard, O’Brien, Johnson, Lennie, Boaden, McTaggart, Finney, Rea, Jones &
Hegarty.
Reps: Howes, Duey & Symonds.

Old Colfeians
Harris, Mutongwizo, Baker, Napper, Spaczil, Burkett, Wylie, Rameaux, Holland-Oliver, Agorioge, O’Malley ©, Collins-
Oberman, Enskat, Walker & Amor.
Reps: Correa, Ramdhan & Storey.

John Croysdill

Image courtesy Robin Kennedy from a previous fixture.
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