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Shoot-out ends Salt’s Vase season

24 September 2023

Bearsted 1-1 Epsom & Ewell FC. Bearsted won 4-1 on penalties. Isuzu F.A. Vase - Second Qualifying Round Saturday 23rd
September 2023.

A rather disappointing penalty shoot out, the twelfth in our history, ultimately sealed our exit from the F.A. Vase this
season. However, much like the F.A. Cup defeat at Eastbourne, we had looked like going out with a whimper until Captain
Callum Wilson pulled us level again as the match finished 1-1 after the ninety minutes was complete.

On the face of it, a draw against a team that are well placed in the Southern Counties East is not a bad result and had this
been a League match, we’d probably have been more than happy with a point, but we were unable to take advantage of
the Wilson equaliser and what was actually our second worst statistically of the seven shoot outs we have lost, ensured
that the correct team went through to the next round.

We made three changes to the line up following the defeat at home to Sheerwater. Up front we had Marlon Pinder who
returned to the club in midweek and he came in for Tino Carpene, while Wilson returned at the back in place of Nick
Inwugwu and Rory Edwards also came into the starting eleven in place of Chester Clothier.

On a perfect playing surface the opening exchanges were mostly in favour of the home side. Harvey Keogh was in action
early to keep out a shot from an angle with his legs before Reece Tierney picked up an early and somewhat harsh yellow
card, which was probably given because of the theatrical tumble as it was only fractionally late. On the quarter hour the
Bears had a good opportunity but Joel Wakefield sent his strike over the bar from just inside the penalty area.

The home side continued to press and a decent attempt from Jordan Tingley went over Keogh’s head, but was wide of the
goal and the danger was cleared. Then Wilson made a good block for a corner and from this, there was a concerted appeal
for a handball, which certainly had me worried, but the referee wasn’t interested and as we broke, Jaan Stanley was
brought down, earning Alfie Sanders a yellow card for the home team. Wilson was in action again soon after as he made a
fine block from Tingley and as we approached the half another Bearsted corner was headed over by the unmarked Ryan
Blake.

The final action of the half was a rare Epsom attack as Tommy Williams found Ade Batula on the left, but his ball across
goal was cut out by Frankie Leonard in the Bears goal. In fact we had the first chance of the second half too as a Williams
corner was headed clear under pressure from Tierney at the far post, but in the 55th minute we went behind as a good
pass in from the left to Ollie Freeman enabled him to square the ball for Tingley to finish from close range.

This had been coming and as with other recent matches it was looking as though we had a mountain to climb. Pinder had
a good opportunity from an Ethan Nelson-Roberts left wing cross but his headed contact was minimal and the ball went
across goal instead of at it. Our “new” man put in a decent shift and will get better as he regains fitness, but his service
was sadly lacking in this match. Even our wing backs, who had provided the best opportunities in recent weeks were not
getting forwards as often as they used to; something I feel we need to address if we are to provide more of an attacking
threat.

Carpene came on after 66 minutes and looked lively. He was involved in our equaliser five minutes later as Batula did well
on the right wing before laying the ball back for Stanley to deliver into Carpene who then knocked the ball on for Wilson,
standing around the edge of the penalty area to drive low and hard past Leonard, who got a glove to it, but was never
going to keep it out. Without a doubt this was against the run of play and would prove to be our only shot on target, but
we’ll take anything we can get right now! With our heads up we started to ask more questions and Batula tried his luck
from 25 yards, only to see his shot blocked by a defender. Then in the 87th minute Carpene slipped his man and got
through, running in on goal from about 40 yards out, but Blake was there to make a crucial tackle just outside the area
and our chance was gone. Nelson-Roberts then found Kiyo Brown in the final moments but his shot was also blocked for a
corner by a defender.

The home side struck a free kick over the bar during the five minutes of injury time, but the final whistle ensured we
would go to penalties. Regrettably we had just taken off our regular penalty taker in Stanley and didn’t really turn up for
the spot kicks. With Bearsted electing to go first, Phil Headley, Ollie Freeman, Will Johnson-Cole and Blake all scored,
rendering their fifth penalty unnecessary as Carpene and Williams both saw their weak kicks saved by Leonard. Wilson
netted his penalty in between the two saves, but when Blake’s fourth penalty went straight through Keogh it was all over
for another year.

There were some positives. Despite missing Ash Snadden and Zach Powell at the back we looked a lot more solid than we
had against Sheerwater, but the real concern here is that we are having to do too much defending right now and need to
find a way to take the pressure off of our back line for greater periods. Pinder will improve options up front if we can get
better service to him, but we now face matches against AFC Croydon Athletic (League Cup) who scored six this day before
we travel to Tadley Calleva who hit seven. Neither will be lacking in form or confidence when they face us.
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Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Tommy Williams, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Callum Wilson (c), Ollie Thompson, Reece
Tierney, Ade Batula, Rory Edwards, Marlon Pinder, Thompson Adeyemi, Jaan Stanley

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Thompson (62), Tino Carpene for Pinder (66), Kiyo Brown for Stanley (84)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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