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Small Business is my business says Epsom’s MP
Helen Maguire,  MP for Epsom and Ewell, has announced a new survey for local businesses and will spend time working
alongside staff at three local establishments in the lead-up to Small Business Saturday on 7th December.

Small Business Saturday is an annual campaign aimed at encouraging the public to support local businesses and raise awareness
of their contributions to the community and the economy.

Ms Maguire is set to visit Fatima’s Hair Boutique in Epsom, All Things Nice Café in Ewell, and Lavender Flowers in Ashtead,
where she plans to engage directly with staff and customers. According to her office, these visits are intended to provide her with
a better understanding of the challenges faced by small businesses in the constituency.

The MP, who has previously run a charity fundraising consultancy and a fitness business, has highlighted her personal experience
as a former small business owner. She says this gives her an insight into the pressures and demands local entrepreneurs
encounter.

Ms Maguire’s survey, available on her website, invites business owners to share their experiences and concerns. She says the
results will help her advocate for better support for small businesses in Parliament.

Speaking about her initiative, Ms Maguire said:

“Local businesses like All Things Nice and Lavender Flowers are integral to our community, providing not just services but
also fostering a sense of connection and vibrancy. I look forward to working alongside them and learning more about how I
can help.”

The MP also criticised the government’s proposed National Insurance hike, stating:

“Small businesses here in Epsom and Ewell have faced rising costs and reduced support in recent years. The planned National
Insurance increase will place even more strain on them, and I’ll continue to press for this to be reconsidered.”

The Liberal Democrats have stated that they oppose the National Insurance rise, which they claim will adversely affect small
businesses nationwide.

Ms Maguire’s visits will take place tomorrow and Friday.

What is Small Business Saturday?

Small Business Saturday, now a well-established event in the UK, promotes awareness and support for independent businesses. In
2022, shoppers were estimated to have spent £1 billion at small businesses on the day. The campaign encourages consumers to
shop locally and highlights the broader contributions of small enterprises to communities and economies.

Small Business Saturday is an independent initiative that runs across the UK, with more details available on its official website.

Helen Maguire’s Small Business Survey can be accessed here.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/small-business-is-my-business-says-epsoms-mp
https://www.helenmaguire.org/smallbusinesssurvey

