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Surrey author tells story of Luftwaffe uncle
Surrey-based  author  Matt  Graydon  brings  a  powerful  new perspective  on  World  War  II  with  his  latest  novel,  Leaving
Fatherland. Drawing from real-life family events, Graydon takes readers on a journey with protagonist Oskar, from his troubled
childhood in Nazi Germany to his search for identity in New York City.

Matt Graydon

The novel is inspired by the wartime experiences of his German uncle, whose crash in the North African desert during the war
had become family legend. This personal connection infuses Leaving Fatherland with authenticity and emotional depth, making it
a significant addition to historical fiction.

Published by Cranthorpe Millner on August 20th, 2024, Leaving Fatherland stands out for its detailed portrayal of life in the
Luftwaffe and the harrowing aftermath of war. Graydon’s protagonist, Oskar, endures an abusive childhood, a turbulent war, a
failed marriage, and forty years of research, all in search of understanding his father’s violence. This narrative, steeped in
meticulous research and family history, offers readers a poignant exploration of how the past shapes our identity.

Graydon, who resides in Surrey with his family and a lively cockapoo, has a rich background in journalism and public relations,
skills that have significantly contributed to his historical research and storytelling. He is an active member of the Phoenix Writing
Group in Dorking and the UK’s Society of Authors, continuously enriching Surrey’s literary community.

Early reviews praise Leaving Fatherland for its thorough research and compelling storytelling. Kirkus highlights the novel’s
exploration of family loyalty and ethics, while renowned historian Iain MacGregor lauds it as a deeply honest family drama
spanning continents and decades.

Fellow authors and historians, including Anna Stuart and Louise Fein, commend Graydon’s compassionate and thought-provoking
narrative. The book has been described as immersive and cinematic by award-winning filmmaker Andi Reiss, and as a moving
family story by Jenny Towey of the Anglo-German Family History Society.
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Leaving Fatherland (ISBN: 978-1-80378-209-6) is available in paperback (£12.99) and eBook formats from August 20th, 2024.


