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Surrey multiplies to subtract innumerate numbers
Free, flexible Multiply courses are now available for Surrey residents who would like to improve their confidence using numbers.

Around half of the UK working age population don’t have strong numeracy skills, or don’t feel confident about working with
numbers.  

Now Surrey residents can do something about it without having to go back to the classroom, (unless you want to). Multiply
courses are a diverse range of free, flexible courses that have been created to help plug the numeracy gap.

They come in many different shapes and sizes, so if classrooms aren’t your thing, and you’d rather do some cooking or gardening,
that’s absolutely possible. Or if you need it to fit in around your work and home life, that’s possible too, with flexible online
courses available. There’s a Multiply course to suit everyone – from those who just want to feel a bit more confident with numbers
in their everyday life, to those who want to get a new qualification, get a better-paying job and further their career. 

Multiply courses are funded by the UK government and delivered by a range of providers overseen by Surrey County Council.
Courses range from a couple of hours online, to several weeks with in-person tutoring. With a total of 15 providers and over 35
courses available (with more being added soon), there’s something to suit everyone.

Individuals can sign up for a Multiply course to suit their needs, and businesses can also nominate staff who would benefit from
improving their numeracy skills. The full range of courses can be seen on the Surrey County Council website with many created to
fill the needs of specific industries, such as construction, healthcare and early years.

Clare Curran, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member Children, Families, and Lifelong learning, said: “Multiply
courses are another tool from our skills toolbox to help improve economic outcomes for residents and businesses in Surrey.
Strong numeracy skills are essential to help residents reach their potential,  and businesses whose workforces are number
confident can boost productivity, increase profits, and improve employee retention.

“Supporting local people to improve their numeracy skills is not only beneficial at the individual level, but also good for our
communities and our economy – leading to a better quality of life for all, ensuring no one is left behind.”

Courses are starting now and will run until the end of March 2025. To qualify, learners must be based in Surrey, aged 19 or over,
and not currently have a GCSE (or equivalent) in Maths.

Multiply courses can also be used by local businesses to upskill current employees, at no cost to either the learner or the
business.

A full list of courses and start dates can be found on the Surrey County Council website.

Register your interest at https//:www.surreycc.gov.uk/multiply  
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