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Surrey to get a higher level of heart care
Heart patients and the tiniest and most vulnerable babies across Surrey are set to benefit from major investment in local
specialist services, following confirmation of a £3.2 million upgrade at Ashford & St Peter’s Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in
Chertsey. Although the improvements are centred at St Peter’s Hospital, the effects will be felt across the county, including by
patients who would typically access services at Epsom.

The investment is being funded largely by Runnymede Borough Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy, and will see the cardiac
catheter-lab at St Peter’s upgraded to deliver more complex and less invasive heart procedures at a faster rate. It will be
complemented by a £296,000 refurbishment of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, which is the only Level 3 neonatal facility in
Surrey. Councillor Robert King, co-leader of Runnymede Borough Council, stated to the BBC’s LDRS: “For families, the moments
when a loved one needs specialist care are when the NHS matters most. That is why this investment we have championed at St
Peter’s Hospital is so vital.”

Across Surrey, hospitals offer a range of cardiac services. Epsom provides extensive inpatient and outpatient cardiology care,
including angiograms, non-complex stenting, pacemakers, complex device implants and heart-failure treatment. However, for
confirmed heart attacks and the most complex interventional procedures, patients are transferred to the regional heart-attack
centre at St George’s in London. Other Surrey hospitals, including East Surrey Hospital and the Royal Surrey in Guildford, also
run catheter labs and offer broad specialist cardiology care, though not all services are identical between sites.

The enhancements at St Peter’s therefore represent a significant expansion of Surrey’s own capacity to deliver more advanced,
less invasive heart procedures locally, reducing pressure on London hospitals and improving access for patients across the
county. In neonatal care, the upgraded Level 3 unit will strengthen Surrey’s ability to care for the sickest and most premature
babies, with facilities designed to improve comfort, privacy and support for families during long and emotionally demanding stays.

Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals CEO, Louise Stead, stated to the BBC’s LDRS: “These improvements will strengthen our ability
to deliver timely, life-saving care in modern, purpose-built environments.” The funding, described as one of the most significant
local healthcare investments in recent years, is expected to deliver the improvements within the next two years.
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