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Surrey to get new recycling centre?
Newspapers, cardboard, plastic bottles and tins of tuna could have a new home to go to in Surrey. Plans for a new recycling
centre are on the cards on farmland in Chertsey as the existing infrastructure is “under strain”, a new report says.

Surrey County Council is proposing to build a dry material recycling centre on Trumps Farm, just off the M3. An outline planning
application has been submitted and an outline business case has been developed, with a decision hopefully being made in May
2025.

Waste like metal, cardboard and plastic would be collected at the kerbside and then separated from mixed items like paper, card,
plastic, metal and glass into single material streams. These streams are then sent on to reprocessors to turn into new products.

Trumps Farm, owned by the county council, was identified as the most suitable location for a recycling facility as it is North West
Surrey, closest to where the highest levels of waste are produced, according to the council report. The size of the proposed
facility will provide capacity for Surrey’s dry recycling now and into the future, the document said.

The county’s ability to recycle and get rid of waste is under “significant strain”, according to a council report. A report in 2023
highlighted a strain on the current recycling infrastructure and a lack of dry mixed recycling centres in the county.

“If we’re going to build and invest in a recycling centre, we need to up our recycling rates,” said the Leader of the council, Tim
Oliver at a cabinet meeting on February 25. He urged members to “renew their energy” for recycling around the districts and
boroughs.

The Conservative leader said recycling rates around Surrey had stagnated at around 50 per cent and perhaps residents were not
sure what can and cannot be recycled. He added: “I have persuaded my wife to look at a package before she puts it in the bin
because it does tell you whether it’s recyclable or not.”

Responsible for around 90,000 tonnes of recycling in Surrey, the council is hoping to find an operator to process all this material
without  changing  the  current  district  and  borough  collection  regimes.  These  authorities  are  Epsom & Ewell,  Elmbridge,
Guildford, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Tandridge, Waverley and Woking.

Use of third-party sites to manage recyclable materials collected by the District and Boroughs on the county’s behalf has been
increasingly expensive and the service has no control over costs or the separation processes. “Surrey County Council will need
greater control over its supply chain and associated infrastructure,” according to a new report.

Imminent waste legislative changes could put the county council at risk of not meeting its duty as the Waste Disposal Authority.
The new legal rules include: collection packaging reforms and extended producer responsibility (meaning the need to collect and
recycle a broader range of materials) and a new levy on fossil fuel waste which could cost the council up to £10m a year.

The report said: “The delivery of a Surrey material recycling facility will work to mitigate these financial pressures by increasing
recycling, particularly with regard to plastics and provide revenue savings which can offset these costs.”

In the event that Surrey was split into a number of unitary authorities that were responsible for waste disposal, the county council
said the continued use of strategic waste management facilities would be managed through agreements between local authorities.

Image: Surrey Recycling Centre. Credit Surrey County Council

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-to-get-new-recycling-centre

