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Sutton and Epsom RFC denied at the death
6 December 2022

BANBURY 12 SUTTON & EPSOM RFC 12 – Saturday 3rd December – saw the start of the reverse fixtures and for both
clubs, who are struggling at the bottom of the table, it was a vital encounter. The occasion was shrouded in sadness for
Sutton  due  to  the  most  unexpected  and tragic  passing  of  their  President  during  the  week.  Robert  Knight  was  a
magnificent ambassador for the club, an ever-present supporter not only at home but also away and, above all else, a
wonderful man and excellent friend to all who knew him. He will be much missed.

The hard fought contest, before a large crowd swelled by the Christmas lunch and the importance of the match, ended
honours even, 12-12. S&E gave a debut to Lawrence Elliott at 15 and Brad Meeson had his first outing this campaign
since his recent nuptials. On a cold but sunny afternoon on a heavy pitch Jamie See set the game in motion following the
minute’s silence. The hosts included in their ranks Soane Tonga’uiha, the 40 year-old former Tongan and Northampton
prop, who made a predictable impact in the set scrum. With the Black & White pack shunted into reverse and conceding a
penalty the early advantage was with the hosts. Indeed they opened the scoring after 10 minutes with an impressive catch
and  drive  as  prop  James  Leonardi  was  ushered  over  the  line.  Scrum half  Ed  Phillips  missed  the  conversion  but
Banbury led 5-0. 

Sutton and Epsom’s riposte was immediate as they stormed into the Oxfordshire team’s 22.The ball was spun wide and
Angus Findlay passed to Brad Meeson who tried to squeeze in at the corner. The despair was short-lived as the whistle
blew and the referee brought it back for an earlier penalty for the visitors. Sadly, Sam Hurley slipped on his approach and
the penalty struck the upright. Kyren Ghumra, whose arrival had been hindered by car troubles, was brought onto the
wing to replace Angus Findlay.The Black & Whites, with Rob Hegarty and George Drye carrying with great effect, pressed
hard to get on the scoreboard.

Another back move concluded with debutant Elliott’s grubber rolling into touch by the try-line flag. Though the Bulls
cleared their lines Sutton’s next attack was successful. A line break by George Drye followed by a floated pass found Brad
Meeson who scored in the corner. Sam Hurley’s immaculate touchline conversion meant S&E now enjoyed a narrow 7-5
lead.The Bulls went for an immediate response and it came through their sizeable pack and another line out.

As the home crowd urged their pack ever onwards from halfway they were awarded a penalty. The ball went wide and
twice  Ben  Tame’s  thunderous  tackles  stopped  the  hosts.  The  half  ended  with  S&E in  the  ascendancy  as  Kyren
Ghumra was twice close to glory. The first time an inside pass from scrum half Austin Bell was adjudged to be forward as
the winger was homing in on a try. The second was the final play of the first period as the ball went down the line the last
pass went awry and ended in touch rather than being touched down.

The referee concluded the first half with the visitors enjoying a slender 7-5 advantage.The game continued with an instant
reminder of the powerful pack of the hosts.Driving Sutton off their own put in on the S&E’s 22 they unwisely opted for the
boot and did not benefit from the advantageous position. In contrast Sutton threw away three points when under the posts
and 5 metres from the Banbury line. The Black & Whites were awarded a penalty that was reversed for an off-the-ball
infringement after the whistle.

The Bulls came close to rubbing salt into the wound with an interception but the referee called play back denying an
almost certain try.As the heavy home pack tired on the claggy surface space began to appear that S&E looked to exploit.
The half back combination of Bell and See both enjoyed a couple of stunning breaks. It was from one of scrum half Bell’s
bursts that evergreen Sam Hurley broke into the 22. Will Lloyd exploited the blind side and supplied a perfectly timed
pass for James Caddy who finished with style with his expertly angled run to the line. Though the conversion drifted wide
Sutton led 12-5 with 15 minutes to play.

The visitors pressed for another score to create a cushion that would mean Banbury would need to score twice.Jamie
See’s burst with the supporting James Caddy put the Black & Whites in prime position. But all came to nought after
winning their scrum ball and a couple of phases from the forwards they lost control of the ball with the line at their
mercy.Then the Bulls were given a lifeline with a penalty near halfway. A superb kick spiralled towards the corner but
Lady Luck smiled upon the visitors as it crossed the touchline in the in-goal area resulting in a 22 drop out. However, the
Oxfordshire men soon had their hands on the ball once more and forced a line out 20 metres from the try-line.

Another perfect catch and controlled drive saw the Bodicote boys roll relentlessly ever onwards. The forwards were
stopped on the line but in an instant James Miller was presented with the ball and he supplied the finishing touches. Ed
Phillips held his nerve to add the extras to level the score at 12-12 as the game entered time added on.

There was enough time for a few anxious moments but it ended honours even. A result that neither side wanted but one
that favoured the hosts as S&E stayed in the bottom two.Banbury enjoyed a significant advantage at the set scrum for a
substantial period of the game and their two tries came from formidable forward work with catch and drives.

On reflection one might have expected them to have carved out more opportunities to have added to their account.
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Despite struggling for a solid platform to attack, Sutton &Epsom created enough chances to have won the game but
faltered at the crucial moments. For the visitors the back row trio of Tame, Hegarty and Caddy were superb.Austin Bell
had arguably his best game at 9 whilst Jamie See rolled back the years with his breaks from 10 and with a promising
debut from Lawrence Elliott there were many positives for S&E if not enough points taken from this encounter.

The action returns to Rugby Lane next Saturday when Sutton & Epsom host Camberley RFC for the first time since
September 2012. When the clubs met in September this year at Watchetts Recreation Ground the hosts won 43-21 with
Josua Lewan scoring a first half hat trick. The visitors will be keen for a repeat as they are in second place in the table in
hot pursuit of leaders Wimbledon. The match kicks off at 2pm.

Sutton & Epsom: Lawrence Elliott, Angus Findlay, Stefan Cooksammy, Brad Meeson, Sam Hurley, JamieSee, Austin Bell,
Tom Boaden, Chris Farrell, Will Lloyd, George Drye, Josh Glanville, BenTame, Rob Hegarty & James Caddy.Replacements:
(all used) George London, Jack Howes & Kyren Ghumra.:

Banbury:  Thomas Gray, Alex Garbett,  Quinten Blythe, Matt Goode, Jack Anderson, James Miller,  EdPhillips,  James
Leonardi,  Ian  Isham,  Soane  Tonga’uiha,  Louis  Tooth,  Jacob  Turner,  James  Hibbert,  George  Ding,  Callum
Horne.Replacements:  (all  used)  Peter  Boulton,  Alex  Nicholls  and  Dan  Kirwin.


