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Sutton and Epsom Rugby Just Fall Short

BOURNEMOUTH 28 SUTTON & EPSOM 25: Sat. 1st Oct. Sutton & Epsom travelled to Chapel Gate with confidence following
their opening win of the season against Brighton the week before. The revolving door of selection was again in evidence as the
Black & Whites lost influential fly half Gareth O’Brien and Ben Tame to injuries sustained at training on Thursday night but
Messrs Craig, Glanville and Clemett returned from the sick list.

Freddy Bunting kicked off in bright sunshine playing against the significant wind and up the slight slope. From the outset both
teams were keen to spread the ball wide and a thoroughly entertaining contest had begun. The host’s early dominance was
assisted by S&E conceding far too many penalties. It was from one of these infringements that Grant Hancox opened the scoring
after five minutes for a 3-0 lead. Moments later they had the chance to extend the lead but opted to kick the penalty into the
corner for the attacking 5-metre line out. The Sutton defence repelled the first couple of strikes before the ball was spun wide for
Brad Law to score. Grant Hancox added the extras from the flank to lead by ten points in as many minutes.

# Team W B L PE PA + 1B LB Pts
Oxford Harlequins 5 5 0 0 144 97 47 2 0 22

2 Wimbledon 5 4 0 1 216 88 128 4 1 21
3 Maidenhead 5 4 0 1 193 106 87 B 0 21
Havant 5 4 0 1 147 96 51 4 1 21

5 Camberley 5 4 0 1 151 83 68 3 0 19
6 Bracknell 5 3 0 2 123 117 6 3 0 15
7 Bournemouth 5 2 0 3 109 136 -27 1 0 9
8 Brighton 5 1 0 1 128 182 54 3 2 9
9 Sutton & Epsom ] 1 0 q 124 155 -31 1 2 7
10 London Welsh 7 1 0 4 105 159 -54 0 1 5
1 Banbury 5 1 0 4 105 171 -66 1 0 5
12 Royal Wootton Bassett 5 0 0 5 48 203 155 0 0 0

https://www.englandrugby.com/home

Emboldened by their fine start the Lions ran the restart from the 22 and only an errant pass prevented Josh Wickens from the
opportunity to make a telling contribution. In fact the ball was recovered by Freddy Bunting and the Black & Whites had their
first attack. Once more the visitors were thwarted by conceding a penalty and were soon on the back foot in defence. Following
sustained pressure a long pass was thrown out to Jordie Wayman who was hugging the touchline. The bounce favoured the
Chapel Gate team and the wing touched down in the corner. The challenging conversion failed but Bournemouth had a significant
15-0 lead in the first quarter.

George Drye, relishing in the role of captaincy, led the riposte that saw the visitors have a line out deep in their opponent’s 22.
Unfortunately Mr Long spotted an infringement and Sutton’s hopes of getting on the scoreboard were thwarted by a careless
technical error. However, five minutes later it was a case of ‘Action: Take 2’. Great control by S&E was matched by superb
defence until Bournemouth conceded a penalty near the uprights. The visitors opted for a scrum, the ball went wide and after a
powerful carry by Archie Fitzgerald the ball was transferred to Kyren Ghumra who squeezed home in the corner. Freddy
Bunting’s touchline conversion went agonisingly close as Sutton trailed by 5-15. With the interval fast approaching the next score
went to the hosts as Grant Hancox chipped over a drop goal as the Dorset side stretched their advantage to 18-5 with the
elements.
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The hosts pressed hard to add to their account and secure a sizeable buffer before they faced the strong wind. Dogged Sutton
defence repelled a 5-metre line out that was followed by the Lions conceding a penalty at the scrum. Freddy Bunting cleared to
halfway as the clock ran down. But on the final play of the half the alert scrum half Harry Warr intercepted and raced away to
score. With Grant Hancox successful conversion the whistle blew with Bournemouth leading 25-5. The home team had dominated
the breakdown and had been on the front foot for the majority of the contest and were worthy of their 20-point advantage. The
Sutton cause had not been helped by the early departures of Ciaran Mohr and Dan Jones who were replaced by Sam Hurley and
Luke Halford but many of their wounds were self-inflicted with the penalty count far too high.

The question on the lips of the crowd was whether a 20-point cushion was enough to counter the wind in the second period.
Obviously the Black & Whites needed an improvement in quality and an early score. Having hardly made a mistake in the first
half Bournemouth knocked on Ross Parsons clearance kick on halfway. An emboldened S&E spun the ball out to Kyren Ghumra
who punished a weak tackle and ran in to score from

distance. Freddy Bunting added the conversion and Sutton grasped the lifeline to now trail 12-25 and were back in the contest.
The Lions looked for an immediate reply but the Sutton defence held firm before a penalty enabled them to clear. From a perfect
catch and drive George Drye secured the ball and the pack marched to the line and Alex Mount added the finishing touches.
Freddy Bunting did the necessary for 19-25 and the match was now very much in the balance with 25 minutes still to play.

The Surrey men were playing with confidence and in their next sortie Owen Clemett broke into the 22 but the scrambling home
defence intercepted his inside pass that would have resulted in a try. As the game entered the final quarter S&E lost their hooker,
James Craig, and the front row was re-organised with Alex Mount taking over throwing duties as Will Lloyd returned to the fray.
Both teams looked more than capable of adding to the score. An error by the hosts, kicking the ball out on the full, gave the
visitors a prime attacking position. Kyren Ghumra charged into the 22 with his hat trick in the offing but he was brought down by
a superb tackle. Sutton had the consolation of a penalty and Freddy Bunting cut the deficit to three points as the Lions led 25-22.
Within five minutes the Sutton centre had levelled the scores at 25 apiece with another calmly executed penalty. Trailing by 20
points at the break Sutton had overcome the significant deficit with ten minutes to play.

Bournemouth stormed back desperate to turn the tide. They were rewarded with a penalty of their own and Grant Hancox made
no mistake to retake the lead 28-25. The Rugby Lane men threw everything at their opponents in search of another score. Rob
Hegarty was prominent in the loose linking well with the ubiquitous George draw. Robbie Martey with intelligent angled runs
threatened to make the telling strike. But the home defence was superb and once they got possession they managed the clock and
closed out the game. A thrilling contest finished with Bournemouth recording their first victory of the campaign since the opening
weekend of the season.

The 28-25 score reflected the closeness of a contest that could have gone either way or ended honours even. Bournemouth’s
defence was of the highest quality and they started the contest magnificently and bullied Sutton at the breakdown. However,
S&E’s response after the break was exceptional to level the scores. Owen Clemett playing out of position at 10 led the line with
aplomb. George Drye was outstanding, securing the ball at the line out, leading his team and being at the heart of all Sutton’s
best moments. The returning Kyren Ghumra with a brace of tries was a potent threat. Once again the Sutton fitness shone
through in the last quarter and Rob Hegarty was tireless. Ultimately the Lions shaded the contest with cool heads and fine match
management in the final stages of a game that had the crowd on the edge of their seats.

Next Saturday the league goes into abeyance and the players can have a deserved weekend of rest and recuperation. Hostilities
resume on Saturday 15th October with, perhaps, the highlight of the season being the visit of the historic London Welsh RFC. The
Exiles have been making a rapid ascent of the league pyramid following the financial difficulties that led to an enforced reset in
the lower leagues. The kickoff will be 3pm at

Rugby Lane and it might be wise to arrive in good time as a sizeable crowd is anticipated.

Sutton & Epsom

Ciaran Mohr, Robbie Martey, Archie Fitzgerald, Freddy Bunting, Kyren Ghumra, Owen Clemett, Ross Parsons, Tom Boaden,
James Craig, Will Lloyd, Matt Harwood, Josh Glanville, Dan Jones, Rob Hegarty, George Drye ©.

Replacements: (all used)

Alex Mount, Luke Halford & Sam Hurley

Bournemouth

Antony Fitch, Jordie Wayman, Brad Law, Grant Hancox, Josh Wickens, Mike Pope, Harry Warr, Tom Napier, Conrad Carkreet,
Alan Manning ©, Matt Warwick, Joe Desmond, Ben Kimber, Ciaran Smyth, Jake Guildford.

Replacements

Luca Firetto, Connor McCaffery & Jack Young.
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