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Sutton and Epsom rugby season opener
8 September 2025

Having enjoyed their first winning season since lifting the Level 5 title in 2018-19 Sutton approached this new campaign
with renewed vigour, optimism and purpose.

The opening fixture was a delight for those with a sense of history. It may have been the first league encounter with
Bromley, but they were originally the formidable Catford Bridge who first crossed swords with Sutton in 1897. Bromley
had gained a thoroughly deserved promotion from Counties 1 Kent by avenging their opening day defeat at Ashford with a
final day 22-7 win over the Toucans. It was a notable campaign with only two other losses, against the second strings of
Canterbury and Sevenoaks, and a draw at Dover. Indeed, Sevenoaks II lost their last three matches including a crucial
28-30 epic against Bromley. On this opening afternoon of the new season it was Sutton who excelled, running in eight
tries in a 49-19 win.

First half dominance
Agu Benson was the only debutant in the Black and White ranks. Bromley were weakened by a wedding but could still call
upon the experience of centurions Hawkins, Scott and the Griffiths brothers. On a sunny but breezy afternoon at the
Warman Sports Club the hosts kicked off against the genteel backdrop of Hayes CC 2nd XI v Chislehurst CC 2nd XI.

With the regular pitch unavailable the home team dominated early possession and territory despite playing against the
slope. The pattern of the game in the opening ten minutes was excellent continuity by the Kent team being neutered in the
Surrey 22 by aggressive and organised defence. Almost the visitors’ first visit into the hosts’ territory resulted in a
penalty. Tom Lennard, making his 50th league appearance and deputising in the kicking duties for the absent Bunting,
made it 3-0.

The opening try followed a bizarre incident. A long Lennard clearance went straight to an opponent on halfway but its
trajectory was in perfect alignment with the sun. The catcher lost sight of the ball which struck his shoulder, ricocheted
and rolled into the in-goal area for a Sutton 5-metre scrum. Grateful for the celestial assistance Sutton scored as Gareth
O’Brien jinked through the defence. The Rugby Lane men led 8-0 but soon offered Bromley a chance to open their
account.

A poor kick out on the full just outside the 22 was followed by a penalty and in the blink of an eye the Warman crowd were
anticipating a score from a 5-metre throw. The ball was overthrown and recovered by Dan Jones allowing Tom Lennard to
lift the siege. Bromley’s wastefulness was punished as Sam Lennie made a telling break that released Laurence Wise near
halfway and the scrum-half did exceptionally well to evade the cover to score. At the end of the first quarter the Black and
Whites led 13-0, rather against the run of play.

A spirited Bromley once more put Sutton under the cosh as wave upon wave of attack ran into the adamantine defence
deep in the visitors’ 22. The defence was rewarded with a penalty which Wise took quickly and sprinted off down the
touchline. The ball was switched to the open side and the ubiquitous Dan Jones carried it deep into the 22. The pack
trundled towards the line before releasing the backs as Agu Benson walked in for a debut try in the corner. From touch
Tom Lennard impressively added the conversion for a 20-0 advantage.

Moments later the Lennard boot created the next try as a 50/22 was followed by a penalty kicked into the corner. From
the ideal attacking platform Sutton scored their bonus point try just after the half hour. Sustained pressure resulted in a
5-metre penalty and Gareth O’Brien scored his second for 25-0.

The scenario did not improve for the home side in the remainder of the first period. Ewan McTaggart, deputising as
captain, stole a lineout ball. Sam Lennie made the break and was ably supported by fellow Kiwi Adam Bibby who weaved
his way through the defence with a mesmeric 40-metre run to gift Kyren Ghumra his first try. Lennard added the extras
for 32-0.

The mighty McTaggart once more seized a loose ball and the visitors, oozing confidence, opted to run out of defence. Agu
Benson took it into enemy territory and passed to fellow wing Ghumra to run in a stunning score. The first half ended with
a chastening score reading Bromley 0 Sutton & Epsom 37.

Bromley’s fightback
It was imperative for the hosts to rally and ideally get the opening score of the second period to gain a foothold in a match
that had rapidly gone against them. However, Sutton resumed where they had left off and created a perfect scoring
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opportunity after a minute. The final pass was intercepted with the line begging and Bromley survived.

Buoyed by the reprieve the Kent team were soon on the attack. Securing the ball from a 5-metre line their overwhelming
pressure from the pack led to a try from close-range to open their account. Jonathon Griffiths added the conversion as the
Warman crowd applauded a much-deserved score.

A determined opposition was frustrating the Black and Whites and ten minutes later they had conceded a second try.
Once more the pack powered over with lock Harrison Pullen the beneficiary and Griffiths’ boot making it 14-37. A
stunning comeback victory was very unlikely but a bonus point for four tries was certainly achievable at this stage.

To the great credit of the Warman warriors the Black and Whites never regained the fluency and dominance of their first
half performance. However, they did add two further tries after butchering another golden opportunity with a wayward
pass. The seventh try was of the popular but mundane variety as the excellent Sutton lineout ushered Sam Lennie over
the line for a catch-and-drive score.

The eighth, and final try from the visitors, was far more spectacular. Kyren Ghumra gathered a kick and evaded the close
attentions of two tacklers to run the ball back 35 metres to complete an impressive hat trick. Tom Lennard added the
simple conversion for 49-14 and his personal century of points for the Rugby Lane team.

Bromley, however, had the final say in this highly entertaining match. Full-back George Hawkins scored following some
wonderful attacking play. The conversion came back off the upright and referee Oliver Munn concluded the match with
Sutton victors by 49-19.

Reflections and next fixtures
Last season Sutton opened their account with a 50-7 triumph over Old Colfeians at Rugby Lane. This was another
impressive first outing with eight tries. Captain McTaggart led from the front not only carrying powerfully but disrupting
the Bromley lineout. Hooker Lennie once more excelled in a sterling performance in the loose by a mobile Sutton pack.
Laurence Wise at scrum-half injected a high tempo into the match creating one try with his tap penalty and scoring
another with a marvellous solo run.

Adam Bibby was devastating whenever allowed any space and the wingers benefited with four tries. Debutant Agu Benson
impressed whilst veteran Ghumra took the plaudits with a hat trick.

Bromley’s preparations had been hindered by the drought and additionally they were short of key players. Their forwards
carried with power but the telling offload was frequently prevented by a stubborn Sutton defence. Their lineout had an
afternoon to forget under pressure from the opposition. The back line took every chance to run the ball with Harvey
Young prominent. The hosts demonstrated great character to win the second half 19-12 and were competitive to the last.

Next Saturday, 13th September, Sutton host Dartfordians at Rugby Lane at 3pm. The Bexley club opened their account
with a home game but endured an horrific afternoon against Sidcup. The Crescent Farm club denied Sutton top spot by
annihilating Dartfordians 80-14 in a brutal display. Meanwhile, Bromley will travel to Beckenham in search of their first
win of the season.

Teams
Sutton & Epsom: O’Brien, Benson, Scott, Bibby, Ghumra, Lennard, Wise, Johnson, Lennie, Hilton, McTaggart (c), Finney,
Rea, Jones, Hegarty. Replacements: Howes, Tame, Munford.

Bromley: Hawkins, A. Griffiths, Young, Rice, Richardson, J. Griffiths, Friday, Milne, Leach, Withers, Pullen, Walder, Laws,
Scott, Brown (c). Replacements: Das Neyes, Rowley, Rushton.

Image: Rugby action from a previous game.


