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Sutton & Epsom Come Back Victorious
11 November 2024
Dartfordians 26 Sutton & Epsom RFC 30. Saturday 9th November.

“When sorrows come, they come not single spies, but in battalions.” Good old Bill
could have been referencing injury lists afflicting rugby coaches. The Sutton selectors
were hoping that the rest weekend would bring better news. For the Black & Whites there
was the return to the colours from the sick bay for Messrs Gibson & Wise. “For this relief
much thanks” as the Bard would say. Their return to Bourne Road was a nostalgic one for
Sutton & Epsom as Dartfordians were one of the 11 teams that composed the original
London One table for the 1987-88 inaugural league season. Though S&E had to wait until
the last game of the following campaign to play in Bexley as in those days you only played
each opponent once. For this time of asking on an afternoon of fluctuating fortunes Sutton
eventually prevailed 30-26.

There was a much more winter feel to proceedings this week with not only the
earlier 2pm kick off but also the permanently overcast sky and colder temperatures.
Freddy Bunting kicked off towards the appropriately named War Memorial Clubhouse
following the minute’s silence to commemorate the fallen. The omens looked favourable
as probing runs by Jordan Huie set up S&E for an initial assault. The ball was swept wide
and Angus Findlay set off for the corner. However, a combination of excellent cover and
the pass inside not being cleanly taken meant that the tie remained scoreless. That was to
be the last highlight for the visitors for a considerable time. Dartfordians solid set piece
and dominant line out provided the platform for the excellent Jarlath Hetherington to
dictate terms from 10.

After five minutes the hosts declined an easy 3-point penalty and kicked into the
corner. The pack secured the ball and flyhalf Hetherington combined a well-chosen line,
deft feet and pure power to score the opening try. His conversion put the icing on his cake
for a 7-0 lead. Elliot Soler-Gomez reclaimed the restart for Dartfordians and Sutton
conceded a soft penalty soon after. Further pain was denied when Dartfordians throw in
was adjudged to be crooked allowing the visitors to clear. Sutton’s next attack ended
tamely but they were brought back for a penalty. Captain Bunting stepped up to narrow
the gap to 7-3. The Bexley men were soon pressing for another score. The much-
improved Sutton defence denied them twice. Firstly, a turnover in the 22 and then when
an impatient attacker failed to release the ball with line at Dartfordians mercy. It was third
time lucky on the half hour when prop Ted Rackley muscled his way over the whitewash
after sustained pressure. Captain Hetherington added the extras for a 14-3 lead.

With the first half drawing to a conclusion Sutton conceded a penalty at a scrum for
an injudicious use of a hand, to strike the ball, that was not mistaken for a foot by Mr
Garland. Once more the hosts were in prime position in the 22. Possession was secured by
the pack and as the Black & Whites went into reverse it was spun wide. There was to be
no repeat of the earlier Jarlath Hetherington try as he was felled by two tacklers but
crucially he released the ball and lock Connor Faulkes squeezed into the corner. A fabulous
touchline conversion by Jarlath Hetherington put his side 21-3 ahead. The half ended with
S&E pressing hard for a score to gain a foothold in the contest. A huge overlap was
ignored and a simple pass was inexplicably dropped. These errors epitomised a frustrating
first forty for S&E whose best work had been negated by out of character mistakes.
For the second match in a row Dartfordians re-started with a healthy advantaged.

The previous round they defeated a defiant Old Tiffinians who came close to overturning
the deficit. Could Sutton do better or would it be a repeat of their Old Tiffinians experience
on their last away day outing? The Black & Whites had the perfect start to the second

period. Playing at a high tempo the forwards swarmed into the 22 and were awarded a
penalty. The visitors threatened the line before providing Tom Lennard with the ball. The
Sutton 10 then made a bid for the highest pass above pitch level in Sutton history as the
ball ballooned towards the touchline. Groans turned to cheers as it was held and flipped
inside for Matt Symonds to score his first try for the senior side. Freddy Bunting converted
from the flank and Sutton trailed 10-23.

The momentum and hope was nearly hastily dented. Perhaps over-confidence
coursing through S&E veins made them attempt to run it out against superior numbers
from their 22. Having not learned their lesson they eventually conceded a penalty adjacent
to the uprights. All assembled at Bourne Road were stunned when the reliable boot of
Hetherington failed to extend his sides advantage. Moments later the travelling support
were also surprised when Freddy Bunting missed a far more challenging penalty but they
have been spoiled by his familiar excellence. Five minutes later he had a far easier
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opportunity to make amends and Sutton trailed 13-21.

With 15 minutes to play the fates dealt a cruel blow to the hosts to remind one of
the opening Shakespearean verse. Having already lost one of their front row to injury a
second was forced from the field of play. The remainder of the match had to continue with
uncontested scrums and Dartfordians were forced to play with 14. In addition, the
talismanic Hetherington also had to watch the denouement from the sidelines as he was
helped from the pitch to sympathetic applause. Minutes later Sutton took advantage.
Excellent pressure and swift continuity was rewarded by a try from the forwards. Flanker
Dan Jones was the man on the spot to benefit with the score. The Bunting boot made it a
one-point game as Dartfordians held a precarious 21-20 lead.

As Sutton & Epsom pressed for the lead they won another penalty and Bunting put
his team 23-21 ahead with a minute remaining. However, there would be considerable
time to be added on due to the earlier injuries. Then the Bunting boot became influential
again. He struck a wonderful clearance using his allegedly weaker left foot to win a 50/22.
From the attacking lineout the forwards delivered. The ball was secured and the catch and
drive presented Dan Jones with his second try. The conversion was mathematically
significant and Bunting bisected the uprights for 30-21 and a vital two-score advantage.
All credit to Dartfordians as they redoubled their efforts in search of bonus points.
Following the cruel injuries they endured only the most cold hearted would not have
viewed hooker Jack Hooban’s try, that earned two bonus points, on the final play from a
catch and drive as a fair reward in their 26-30 loss.

This was a commendable Sutton comeback from 18 points down made more
impressive because it was on the road. Injuries obviously assisted S&E but their second
half showing had already hinted at the triumph to come. For Dartfordians a couple of
missed opportunities in the first half ultimately proved costly. Rugby Lane will host the
next league fixture and Thurrock will be the visitors. In contrast to the last two visitors,
Sidcup and Medway, who arrived as league leaders the Essex club have had a tough
baptism to this league and are bottom of the table and still searching for a first win.

Sutton & Epsom
Findlay, Huie, Bibby, Bunting ©, Symonds, Lennard, Munford, Johnson, Boaden, Hilton,
Tame, McTaggart, Jones, Davies & Hegarty.
Replacements: Gibson, Gerhard & Baker.

Dartfordians
Cappuccio, Nissinen-Le, Soler-Gomez, Taylor J, Adams, Hetherington, Taylor P, Rackley,
Hooban, Chapman, Potter, Faulkes, Williams, Wright & Chandler.
Replacements: Tuffley, Heylen & Brent.


