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Sutton & Epsom Win But Gravesend Earn Vital
Points

9 March 2025

Sutton & Epsom RFC 33 Gravesend 28. Saturday 8th March.

Gravesend were the final visitors to Rugby Lane for this campaign, though there are a couple of road trips for the Black &
Whites before the season concludes. In November, the Rectory Field crowd bore witness to yet another last-gasp defeat as
the Kent team lost 23-22. On that occasion, it was a late Freddy Bunting penalty and heroic defence on the Sutton &
Epsom line that thwarted a spirited comeback. This time, with the spectre of relegation looming, Gravesend had a degree
of consolation with two bonus points in a 33-28 loss.

Angus Nelson made his Sutton & Epsom debut from the bench and became the 41st player to play in 1st XV league
matches this season. The squad had eleven personnel or positional alterations from the one that triumphed at Thurrock
the previous Saturday.

On a gloriously sunny afternoon, the visitors set the game in motion. The opening exchanges included the usual
industrious forward play, ferocious tackling, and a pleasing desire to release the backs. For all the endeavour, the opening
quarter remained pointless as well-drilled defences closed down the space and frustrating errors thwarted the telling
moments.

Gravesend, having shown exemplary resilience against the Sutton catch and drive, escaped to the S&E half. Pouncing on
an interception, the Kent team made a minimal gain, but from the next phase, scrum-half Nirees Kanaharajah kicked
ahead. The ball rolled towards the line, and the cover was left prostrate and flailing haplessly as the Number 9 strolled
past to score. Jack King split the uprights for a 7-0 lead for Gravesend.

No doubt, nothing focuses the collective mind of a team more than conceding the opening score, and Sutton’s riposte was
instantaneous. Swift handling and a break on halfway were exploited with a wonderful run by lock Josh Glanville, whose
perfectly timed pass gave the glory to Adam Bibby, who touched down near the uprights. Freddy Bunting chipped over the
conversion to level the scores.

S&E made early changes on the half-hour as props Johnson and Hilton were replaced by Boaden and Gibson. The hosts
started to monopolise territory and possession as Adam Bibby’s influence on proceedings increased with every passing
minute.

As the first half was reaching its conclusion, Sutton & Epsom pressed hard for the lead. A simple penalty in front of the
posts was declined and was kicked to the corner. The catch and drive routine ran into heavy traffic, and the Rugby Lane
pack were held up over the line. Moments later, a delightful handling move looked certain to see winger Matt Symonds
score in the corner, but he was obliterated by a thunderous covering tackle.

Gravesend were demonstrating heroic defence, roared on by the many Rectory Field travelling supporters who had made
the journey. As is so often the case in the modern game, play was brought back for an earlier infringement.

Take 2: Penalty kicked to the corner, and on this occasion, a rather more favourable action for Sutton. The catch and
drive was exploited to the full as hooker Sam Lennie scored. The familiar sight of a Bunting touchline conversion made it
14-7.

Shortly after, Mr Scoular ended the first period. At the break, the game was in the balance. The tenacious Gravesend
defence meant that Sutton would need to work hard and play with quality to win. Equally, with memories of the reverse
fixture, if the hosts’ performance dropped, the visitors would no doubt take advantage of any lapses. As is always the case,
the opening exchanges of the second half would probably determine the final outcome.

Sutton & Epsom made the perfect start to the second period. A delightful restart descended just outside the Gravesend 22
and was expertly taken, but formidable counter-rucking resulted in a penalty to Sutton. The familiar kick to the corner
ensued.

From a scrappy lineout, S&E eventually secured the ball. First, Hegarty advanced, and then McTaggart got to within
inches. The Rugby Lane XV was awarded a scrum near the posts. The ball was spun wide, and a long pass was propelled
to Matt Symonds, and the winger juggled the ball before touching down in the corner. On this occasion, the Bunting
conversion narrowly drifted wide as Sutton extended their advantage to 19-7.

The Black & Whites started to take control of the game but were being hampered by errors that thwarted their best
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moments. Gravesend were most unfortunate when they were awarded a penalty in their half. A prodigious clearance was
picked up by the breeze and remarkably rolled the length of the pitch, and play returned to where it started.

This was to prove costly as, soon after, the ball was in the hands of Sam Lennie. The hooker is a genuine force of nature in
open play, and he had plenty to do, but bouncing off tackles and brushing defenders aside, he raced in for the try. Normal
service resumed for the Bunting boot, and Sutton led 26-7 entering the final quarter.

Gravesend could have been thoroughly deflated by this turn of events, but they responded with renewed vigour. It was
their turn to pressure the line with 5-metre lineouts. Sutton were stubborn in defence as they resisted the opposition
pack.

Success was temporary as the visitors were awarded a penalty. The Black & White line stood firm and turned over the ball
to clear. In the blink of an eye, the reinvigorated Kent team were laying siege once more to the S&E line. Despite a
defensive effort to make Horatio proud, flanker Nathan Fouche crossed the whitewash. Jack King did the necessary, and
the visitors trailed 14-26.

Hopes of a famous revival for the Rectory Field faithful appeared to be scuppered five minutes later. Another sublime
break by Adam Bibby into the 22 put flanker Dan Jones in under the posts for his tenth try of the campaign. Freddy
Bunting added the extras, bringing his season’s tally to 207 points.

33-14 up and three minutes to go, it looked destined to be a case of plucky Gravesend returning home empty-handed. To
the eternal credit of the visitors, they responded in the manner any coach would want from a team threatened with
relegation.

They proceeded down the pitch, aided by a penalty. Their excellent lineout secured the ball and won another penalty. This
time, the catch and drive was executed to perfection, and flanker Brad Money cashed in with the try. The conversion by
Jack King meant that if they could score another try, they would gain not only one bonus point but two as the scoreboard
read 33-21 with the match already in injury time.

The above scenario looked impossible as Sutton took the restart and attacked in the 22. Ten metres out, they dropped the
ball, knocking it on, and it was fly-hacked towards touch.

The fairy tale writers reached for their quills. The ending was happily Hans Christian Andersen for Gravesend followers
but felt more like the Brothers Grimm for Sutton. Incredibly, the ball stayed infield several times, and by the time play
was halted for a Gravesend penalty, it was deep in the Sutton 22.

Once again, it was kicked in the corner, and the visitors took the ‘double your Money’ option as the flanker scored his
second try, and his side’s second, in time added on. Jack King made it four from four, and the referee concluded
proceedings with Sutton the victors by 33-28.

For Sutton, Adam Bibby was exceptional in defence and attack as his personal performances continue unabatedly on an
upward trajectory. In addition, the second-row firm of Glanville & McTaggart demonstrated not only remarkable fitness,
popping up all over the paddock, but also great handling skills with telling passes.

After so many agonising defeats this campaign, only the coldest heart of Ebenezer Scrooge would begrudge Gravesend
such a joyous finale. If the Kent club survive the drop, they may reflect on that eleventh-hour score as their moment of
divine deliverance, and we wish them well in their final two fixtures.

The league goes into abeyance next weekend, and rugby supporters will be able to gorge themselves on the trio of Six
Nations contests.

Regional 2 South East returns on 22nd March, with the Black & Whites travelling to Whiteley Village to face
Reeds Weybridge, whom they defeated in December 17-11.

Sutton & Epsom:

Findlay, Scott, Bibby, Bunting (c), Symonds, Lennard, Munford, Johnson, Lennie, Hilton, McTaggart, Glanville, Tame,
Jones & Hegarty.

Replacements: Boaden, Gibson & Nelson.

Gravesend:
White, King, Cooke, Sims, Huckle, Kite, Kanaharajah, Brooker, Dadson, Shorter, Bird, Hampshire, Money, Fouche &
Chahal.
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