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Tackling health inequalities in Surrey
18 January 2025

Surrey County Council has been awarded 5 years of funding by the National Institute for Health and Care Research
(NIHR) to create a Health Determinants Research Collaboration  (HDRC).  The £5m funding will  help the local
authority to build capacity to do research on prevention and create a culture of using evidence in making decisions.

NIHR HDRC Surrey’s vision is to improve health of our residents and reduce health inequalities which are driven by the
social determinants of health. To achieve this, the HDRC Surrey will use the funding to enhance local research capacity,
drive research on prevention and public health where evidence isn’t yet available. It will also embed a culture of evidence-
informed decision-making which is based on local knowledge underpinned by community involvement and issues that
matter most to our residents.

HDRC Surrey is a partnership between the council, the University of Surrey, and voluntary and community partners.
Together, over the next five years, we will focus on:

• Improving our research governance and infrastructure
• Building research capacity and providing training support
• Supporting knowledge mobilisation
• Conducting robust research that reflects the needs and experiences of local communities
• Embedding meaningful public involvement at the heart of Surrey HDRC’s work

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, said: “This ambitious project will facilitate a rigorous focus on health
inequalities in Surrey. The substantial funding will ensure sustainability in our approach. We already work closely with
the University of Surrey and this research programme will build on our existing relationship to provide people locally with
better opportunities and outcomes.”

Councillor  Mark Nuti,  Cabinet  Member for  Health & Wellbeing,  and Public  Health,  said:  “Improving  the
wellbeing of residents across Surrey is something that we all strive to achieve. Prevention is the key to a better and
healthier place to live and to achieve this we need to know where and how best to invest money and resources. This new
funding will enable a fantastic partnership between the council, the University of Surrey and voluntary and community
sector to strengthen our research infrastructure. The new research infrastructure will  be invaluable in guiding and
informing decision-making that will have a real, positive impact on our residents’ lives leaving no one left behind.”

Professor  Lisa  Collins  Pro Vice  Chancellor,  Research and Innovation at  University  of  Surrey,  said:  “The
University of Surrey is thrilled to partner with the local authority and involve the community on this vital health research
collaboration. The funding will empower us to conduct impactful research that addresses the unique health challenges
faced by residents.”

Ruth Hutchinson, Surrey County Council’s Director of Public Health, said: “The NIHR grant is exciting as it will
enable us to work more collaboratively with the University of Surrey, Districts and Boroughs and local communities to
directly meet people’s health needs in Surrey, leading to better outcomes.”

Why Surrey?

Although Surrey is seen to be one of the most affluent parts of the UK, there are areas with high levels of deprivation
associated with poor health. In 2020, someone living in the most deprived area of Surrey is likely to live 10 years less than
someone living in the most affluent part of the county. To address this, we need to better understand how factors like the
built  environment,  housing  and the  economy affect  people’s  health  in  Surrey.  Our  Health  Determinants  Research
Collaboration (HDRC) will help us to do this.

HDRC Surrey will improve how, as a local authority, we use research to get a better understanding of what works and for
whom to reduce health inequalities.
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