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The Bucknill plan stops here….
A plan to cram 5 three-bedroomed houses on a single bungalow plot in Bucknills Close, Epsom did not meet Councillors’ approval.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Planning Committee met 18th April and refused an application by Nuro Homes Ltd despite
their agent’s plea to the meeting to allow it.

Plain speaking Cllr Jan Mason (RA Ruxley) gave her reasons for refusal and her own strong sentiments on the application in
saying to her committee colleagues: “Right, here we go again. Same old “Back Land”. Call it what you like: “Development”. And
as my grandma would say, trying to put a pint into a half pint pot….    They could have designed it so that they weren’t in Outer
Hebrides with their bins to try and take to the front. Ridiculous.” [A reference to challenges to the Council collection of domestic
refuse.]

She added: “I think this is not well thought out, any of this. And I put it down to the fact that you’re trying to cram too much in. It
makes money. We all know the story. I’m not convinced about the flooding, ……, if there’s slight flooding around, this will get it.
It’s just all too much. So I’m sorry, but as far as I’m concerned, this is ill designed. …. So for my part, I’m not happy.” 

During the meeting it was argued that children would use the short-cut the development would create. Cllr Neil Dallen (RA
Town) was for refusal on the grounds of highway safety and the distance that residents would have to take their bins for
collection. Commenting on a varied application he said “It’s fine moving the bins another few yards towards the road, but there is
still a huge distance for those to go. The waste manager has said it’s unacceptable.”

Cllr. Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) observed: “If we were proposing a refusal on highways grounds, we have to take into
account that we’re flying solo because Surrey County Council aren’t behind us on this, and they are the highway authority.”

Cllr. Kate Chinn (Labour Court) was concerned about routine refusal of new housing developments and said: “It is providing for
homes for people in Epsom and Ewell and we know how dire the housing situation is in the borough. I don’t think any committee
with a response to its residents can continue to refuse every single application that comes in front of it.”

The application was refused by five votes to four, the Chair Cllr. Humphrey Reynolds (RA West Ewell) not voting.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-bucknill-plan-stops-here

