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The lime light a foot in Epsom

Aydin Mustafa, a lifelong performer and dedicated advocate for the arts, has taken on a new role as the Owner and Director of
Footlights Epsom, the first Footlights franchise in London. Aydin’s passion for the performing arts began at a young age,
starting in the industry at the tender age of 4. Reflecting on his early beginnings, Aydin shares, “My mum introduced me to the
world of performing arts not with the aim of fame, but to instil confidence, nurture development, and foster social connections. It
was a love that ignited in me instantly and continued to burn bright throughout my teenage years.”

After studying performing arts at GCSE and A-level at Woodcote High School in Coulsdon, Surrey, Aydin pursued a career in the
corporate world but found himself yearning for something more fulfilling. Inspired by his deep-rooted passion for the arts and his
desire to make a positive impact on the community, Aydin sought guidance from Jo Fisher, the visionary founder of Footlights,
founded in 2005.

Aydin recalls, “Jo Fisher’s journey from leaving school at the age of 14 to crafting Footlights into the illustrious, multi-award-
winning performing arts franchise it is today has been a constant source of inspiration for me. Her commitment to empowering
young talent and creating avenues for personal growth resonates profoundly with my own beliefs and values.”

With a vision to establish a sanctuary of excellence, diversity, and inclusivity for children and teenagers aged 3-18, Aydin
envisions Footlights Epsom as a nurturing environment where individuals can freely express themselves and cultivate lifelong
skills “In a world that can often feel overwhelming and chaotic”.

Aydin poignantly expresses, “Our mission is to nurture the generation of tomorrow today, equipping
them with the tools, confidence, and resilience needed to navigate the complexities of the modern world.”

Aydin’s unwavering dedication to fostering young talent and nurturing personal growth is deeply rooted in his love for his 2-year-
old daughter, Ayla, who serves as his greatest inspiration. “Every step I take with Footlights Epsom is guided by the hope of
creating a world where my daughter can flourish, learn, and boldly express her true self. A performing arts school isn’t just about
creating the next star; it’s about empowering young individuals, fostering their creativity, and equipping them with essential skills
for life,” said Aydin Mustafa, Owner and Director of Footlights Epsom.

The grand opening of Footlights Epsom is set to take place on Saturday 14th September, at Epsom and Ewell High School from
9:30am to 1pm. Individuals aged 3-18 years old, regardless of background or experience, are invited to join in the celebration.
The Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, Steve Bridger, will be in attendance to mark this exciting new chapter in the performing arts
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scene in Surrey.

Aydin lastly adds “Join us at Epsom and Ewell High School on Saturday 14th September for a day filled with fun, creativity, and
the magic of Performing Arts. We look forward to welcoming the Epsom and Ewell community and neighbouring towns to our
grand opening event.”

For more information about Footlights Epsom, including updates on workshops and events, follow them on Instagram and
Facebook @footlightsepsom. To learn more about the school and register for the open day, visit
www.footlightstheatre.co.uk/location/footlights-epsom/ or contact Aydin Mustafa via

email at epsom@footlightstheatre.co.uk

Text provided by Footlights.
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