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The Local Plan plot thickens after revised NPPF
The Government’s revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), published on 12 December, has set ambitious new
housing targets, requiring local councils to accelerate their housebuilding efforts. This move coincides with Epsom & Ewell
Borough Council (EEBC) updating its Local Development Scheme, which outlines the timetable for the borough’s Local Plan.

Under the updated scheme, EEBC’s Regulation 19 Consultation will take place from 20 December 2024 to 5 February
2025, before the Local Plan is submitted for examination in March 2025. The council aims to complete the public examination by
July 2025. The Proposed Submission Local Plan (2022–2040), which Councillors approved on 10 December, is intended to shield
the borough from ad hoc developments and ensure sustainable planning decisions.

Councillor Peter O’Donovan, Chair of the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee, emphasised the importance of meeting these
deadlines:

“We are determined to meet the Government’s deadlines and will do everything within our power to achieve them. I strongly
urge residents and businesses to read and follow the consultation guidance so that their feedback can be sent to the Planning
Inspectorate.”

Government Targets: “Builders Not Blockers”
The Government has set a bold target of building 1.5 million homes by 2029, with councils expected to contribute to a new
annual quota of 370,000 homes. Prime Minister Keir Starmer highlighted the urgent need for reform, stating:

“For far too long, working people graft hard but are denied the security of owning their own home… Our Plan for Change will
overhaul the broken planning system and deliver the homes and growth this country desperately needs.”

Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner added:

“We must all do our bit to tackle the housing crisis. Local councils must adopt plans to meet housing needs, ensuring homes
are built alongside the necessary public services and green spaces.”

Key measures in the updated NPPF include:

Mandatory housing targets for all councils, with increased expectations in high-growth areas.

A “brownfield-first” approach to prioritise development on previously used land, followed by “grey belt” areas of
lower-quality greenbelt land.

Developers required to meet strict “golden rules” for infrastructure, including affordable housing, GP surgeries, and
transport.

Boosting Council Resources
To support these changes, councils will receive an additional £100 million in funding and 300 more planning officers to
expedite decisions. The Government is also exploring “brownfield passports” to fast-track urban developments and offering local
authorities the option to increase planning fees.

Local Impact and Next Steps
The Regulation 19 Consultation represents the final chance for residents to provide input before the plan is examined by an
independent inspector.

To participate in the consultation or register for updates, visit epsom-ewell.inconsult.uk.
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With the new planning framework demanding rapid progress,  councils  across the country face the challenge of  balancing
ambitious housing targets with preserving the character of their communities. Epsom & Ewell’s ability to meet these demands
will serve as a critical test of the Government’s commitment to delivering for “hardworking families” while addressing the
nation’s housing crisis.
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