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The Mayor of Epsom and Ewell meets local
climate volunteers

The Mayor of Epsom & Ewell, Cllr Robert Leach, met with members of the Epsom and Ewell Climate
Action Network (EECAN) to hear about the community projects they are mobilising over the next six
months, including the borough’s first Library of Things. EECAN, which was marking its first anniversary,
was founded by residents concerned about the environmental and social impacts of climate change and has
grown steadily into an active network of volunteers leading initiatives that encourage climate-friendly
actions, build resilience and support sustainable choices across the borough.

The volunteers explained that the Library of Things will allow residents to borrow items such as DIY tools,
gardening equipment, sewing machines, pressure washers and even party or camping gear. For many
households, the cost of purchasing these items outright can be prohibitive, and for others it simply isn’t
necessary when the item might only be used once or twice a year. EECAN believes the scheme could help
cut waste, save families money and encourage the communal sharing of resources.

The project is currently in the planning stage, with the group sourcing donated items and recruiting
volunteers ahead of a planned launch in April 2026. During the meeting, Cllr Leach expressed strong
support for EECAN’s work, welcomed its potential benefits for local residents, and even signed up as an
early supporter while taking an interest in how the project might expand once established.

Past and ongoing EECAN initiatives include November’s successful Bike Amnesty event, which collected
around 70 bikes for the Surrey Bike Bank to refurbish and redistribute, and regular Climate Conversations
held on the second and fourth Monday of each month. Both projects have attracted increasing interest from
residents wanting to learn more about sustainable living and community-driven solutions.

EECAN founder and chair William Ward spoke about the group’s longer-term ambitions, which include
expanding outreach, increasing visibility across the borough and eventually achieving official charity
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registration. Becoming a registered charity would help them access currently unavailable funding streams
and deliver larger, more stable projects. In just 12 months the group has grown from seven to 50 volunteers
and from two to eight trustees, who are now preparing their application to the Charity Commission.

The meeting concluded with cake-cutting and a discussion about strengthening links between EECAN and
the council. The Mayor encouraged the group to continue raising awareness of their activities and said he
would share their projects with fellow councillors when appropriate. Volunteers said they hoped the
meeting would lead to deeper collaboration and stronger recognition of grassroots environmental initiatives
within local decision-making.

As EECAN prepares for a busy six months, the group says it remains committed to promoting practical,
affordable and community-led climate action. Residents interested in getting involved or joining the paid
Heat Champion team can visit https://www.eecan.org/home or email eeClimateActionNetwork@gmail.com.

Sign up for the free Home Energy Advice service here:
https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/energy-surveys
Written by:

Jen Din, from The Epsom Edit (www.theepsomedit.co.uk)
Related report:

Epsom and Ewell Climate Action Network launches with community events and initiatives
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