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One of the biggest Flat race meetings of the British racing calendar is upon us as day one of the Derby meeting gets
underway at Epsom Downs today.

The seven-race card has more than £1million in prize money up for grabs as the big gun trainers send their stars to
Surrey for one of the most prestigious race days of the season.

The £550,000 Group 1 Betfred Oaks is the highlight on day one but not far behind that is the another Group 1, the
Coronation Cup, with a prize pot of £445,000 up for grabs.

The Epsom card on Friday gets underway with the Woodcote Stakes (2.00), a six-furlong contest in class two for the two-
year-old’s. New Charter looked a handy type for trainer Richard Hannon when chasing home a current Royal Ascot
favourite at Newmarket a fortnight ago and is taken to go one better at Epsom, but will face stern competition from Teej
A, who won her maiden at Chester in fine fashion and will be bang up there once again.

The second race of the day is off at 2.35 and is a class two handicap over the extended mile trip, with 16 runners set to
head to the starting stalls. Preference in this one goes Bopedro ahead of stablemate at David O’Meara’s yard Blue For
You, who finished third and fourth respectively in a handicap at York’s Dante meeting earlier this month and both should
improve at Epsom.

The first Group 1 on the card is race three at 3.10 - the Coronation Cup - and a small field of five will battle it out for the
£252,360 first prize. Defending champion Emily Upjohn, trained by John and Thady Gosden, is back for more in 2024 and
is the one to beat over the 1m4f trip once again. Luxembourg, a four-time Group 1 winner for master trainer Aidan
O’Brien, rates as the obvious danger but needs to bounce back from a poor showing in the Dubai Turf at Meydan last time
out. Feed The Flame is an intriguing runner in this one as well, heading over from France for trainer Pascal Bary having
finished third of nine in the Prix Gany at Longchamps and connections opting to throw him into a Group 1 on British
debut.

Fourteen runners look set for the start in race four of the cracking Epsom card on Friday at 3.45 - the Nifty 50 handicap -
over the 1m2f distance. Ben Brookhouse’s I Still Have Faith shaped well on seasonal reappearance at Nottingham after a
fine 2023 campaign and is taken to score a fifth career win ahead of two Karl Burke runners in Bolster in Liberty Lane,
who both won last time they were on track and will have plenty to say in proceedings.

The Group 1 Betfred Oaks is the feature race on day one at Epsom (4.30) and this year’s renewal looks a belter, with
£311,905 heading the way of the winner. That could well be Ylang Ylang for trainer O’Brien, who was a promising fifth in
the first classic of the season in the 1000 Guineas at Newmarket and should relish the step up in trip here for a yard
looking for a seventh win in the race since 2015.

Cheshire Oaks winner Forest Fairy looks to be a main player in the Oaks for trainer Ralph Beckett, who is no stranger to
success in this race having won it with Look Here in 2008 and Talent in 2013, while Irish trainer Dermot Weld also has a
live chance with Ezeliya, who has two wins from three starts and recently scored in a Group 3 at Navan.

After the big one, there are two more races on the Epsom card for punters to find a winner. The Listed Surrey Stakes
(5.10) can go the way of Balmacara, trained by Eve Johnson-Houghton, who was a ready winner at Doncaster just over a
month ago in a novice stakes contest.

Finally, the day one card comes to a close at 5.40 with the 12-runner class two handicap over the seven furlong trip and
preference in the finale goes to the Roger Varian-trained Mission To Moon, who returned from a seven-month absence to
score in fine style at Goodwood a month ago and is bred from a family who gets better with age.

Epsom selections - Friday (via Royal Ascot odds)
2.00 - New Charter

2.35 - Bopedro

3.10 - Emily Upjohn

3.45 - 1 Still Have Faith

4.30 - Forest Fairy

5.10 - Balmacara

5.40 - Mission To Moon
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