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Twice led, thrice beaten….
5 February 2024

Sheerwater 4-3 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 3rd February.

One of the most concerning afternoons in recent club history took place on Saturday as we made our very first visit to
Sheerwater’s Eastwood Leisure Centre for a massive League match between the two clubs. Yet, despite the importance of
the fixture, we led twice and threw the game away in the final minutes, marking the third match in a row where we have
now done this as the home side claimed a 4-3 victory to record their fifth straight win against us.

For the three previous match reports between 16th and 30 January 2024 CLICK here for reports brought to us by Nathan
Lambert.

We went into the match with news breaking over the previous 24 hours that we had lost regular players Jaan Stanley and
Ollie Thompson who had decided to move on and I found out during the afternoon that over the last week we had also lost
George Owusu, Ade Batula and Tommy Williams too. The club hasn’t bothered to advise its supporters of any of these
departures, or even acknowledge their contributions, leaving long suffering fans to figure things out for themselves; not
for the first time as secrecy and paranoia continue to reign at our club. One glance at the FA Full Time site was enough to
tell me that we have had no new registered players joining the club since Steve Springett resigned and we took the field
with just four substitutes named for this hugely important contest.

In terms of personnel Harvey Keogh came back in for Toby Colwell who was one of the four subs, but this was the only
change to the line up from our narrow loss to Jersey Bulls four days earlier.

Despite the backdrop to this match, we actually started very well. There were only 91 seconds on the clock when a good
move down the left was laid back for Ethan Nelson-Roberts to deliver the ball into the danger area where Carl Oblitey
stretched to guide the ball past Joe Hill from close range in the Sheerwater goal. This was a terrific way to start and
whilst Louis McGrave headed over unmarked from a corner soon after our goal, the home threat would prove to be fairly
limited in the final third in this opening period.

Oblitey was causing problems and it looks like Springett’s final signing will be pivotal to our plight if we are to stay up. He
had another chance in the seventh minute after Tijani Eshilokun intercepted a poor defensive pass and set him up, only
for our striker to snatch at the ball, puling it wide from just inside the area when he had more time than he realised.

The home side had as much possession in the first half as we did and around the twenty minute mark they sent two balls
fizzing straight across our six yard area in opposite directions with no one there to get the vital touch, but we looked likely
to increase our lead whenever we went forward and a Nick Wilson free kick was parried by Hill with Nick Inwugwu just
millimetres away from getting a touch to the ball first. Oblitey then struck wide from another Eshilokun pass before we
extended our lead in the 40th minute. Luke Miller did well down the right and sent in a deep cross that had Hill
scrambling. He just managed to reach the ball to claw it away, but only as far as Oblitey and although his chance was
blocked, the loose ball reached Lewis Pearch who scooped the ball over the line, off a defender’s leg and up into the roof
of the net from inside the six yard box. There were shouts for handball from the home side, but I didn’t see one, although
handballs would go on to play an enormous part in the second half story.

But at the half we went in, fully deserving of the two goal lead and unaware of the disastrous second half that would
follow. The hosts clearly changed things and Michael Milne and George Sellick began to cause us real difficulty. An early
strike from distance wasn’t an issue for Keogh, but a low shot from the right wing caused him to make a good block at the
near post, only for the loose ball to be struck against the arm of Reece Tierney with a penalty being awarded. Milne
tucked away the penalty in the 51st minute and the home side were on the board.

Tierney was the man penalised for the penalty against Jersey Bulls four days previously, but this one, although it did hit
him on the arm, looked a bit harsh and it’s not clear exactly how we could have been expected to get out of the way.
Having now seen a video of the incident, I don’t believe that the arm was in an unnatural position either. Either way
though it was now 2-1, but not for long as a low shot in came back off our far post and as it rebounded back into play
Frazier Osunkoya reacted first to knock the ball into the net from around six yards. This happened in the 53rd minute and
our two goal lead had suddenly evaporated into thin air.

We responded to the setback fairly well though and Oblitey set Pearch up for a low shot that was kept out by the feet of
Hill before we went ahead again on the hour mark after Miller’s cross was blocked by an arm and Wilson stepped up to
send the keeper the wrong way from the spot. It was another one of those decisions where in the old days the appeal
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would have been rejected as it was clearly ball to hand, but with these new interpretations, I don’t believe anyone is
completely sure of what actually constitutes a handball any more. All you could say I suppose is that the referee was
consistent in his approach to both penalties and we were 3-2 up again.

Despite being given this lifeline though, we started to be pushed back with Sellick in particular giving our defenders a
very  difficult  examination  and  asking  the  question  about  why  he  was  causing  so  much trouble  after  being  fairly
anonymous in the opening forty-five. However, Keogh was alert to block his low shot before Sellick got through again,
winning a corner after a defender got across to block his shot. A free kick was then headed over from one of his crosses
while we picked up three yellow cards, one of which for Wilson, saw the home player flying up in the air as a result.
Maybe it looked worse than it was, but this is the fourth match in a row with a yellow card for our Captain and he is better
than that.

Sellick drilled a shot across goal before delivering another ball deep to the far post which was headed back into the
danger area, only for another handball to be given against Tierney. Again, this looked harsh, but Milne put the spot kick to
Keogh’s right for the second time in the match and it was 3-3.

In response, Ethan Nelson-Roberts benefitted from a good “no-look” pass from Pearch but chose to shoot from an angle
with Miller waiting in the middle and Hill parried the ball to safety, but for the third match in a row we conceded in the
closing seconds after Milne wasn’t closed down and his shot from around the edge of the area crept into the corner in the
91st minute to complete his hat trick and give Sheerwater a 4-3 lead that they wouldn’t have time to relinquish.

There was still time for Milne to fall to the ground in the middle of the field, whereupon he picked up a second yellow card
for apparent simulation. It was a bizarre decision from a referee who had become a little too trigger happy and incensed
the home side to the extent that one of their Management was shown a red card in the “discussions” that followed the
final whistle. We were no angels either as the referee was also pursued at the final whistle by our Vice-Chairman Barry
Gartell, claiming vociferously that the referee didn’t understand the handball law. He may well have had a point, although
I’m aware that the guidelines are often changing in this respect, but it wasn’t a very good look for our club.

Our new Management team now have some significant work to do in bringing in some new players ahead of a brutal run
of fixtures coming up throughout the month of February, but the manner of this defeat will also need to be questioned,
along with our game Management ability as this is now three points dropped in the last three matches that may well
prove costly in a relegation battle that Sheerwater showed more likelihood of escaping than we do right now.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Nick Inwugwu, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson (c),
Luke Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Carl Oblitey, Tijani Eshilokun, Lewis Pearch

Subs: Sirak Negassi for Pearch (88)
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


