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White Roses

By Audrey Ardern-Jones

White Roses

(for my mother)

She never spoke about her early life in Lwow,
She told me about shocks that numbed the pain,
how she left at midnight, a last minute tip-off,
escaping under sheets in pelting ice-cold rain.
She told me about ECT that numbed the pain,
she left without giving a kiss to her mother,
escaping under sheets in pelting ice-cold rain
fearful about the fate of her missing brother:
She left without giving a kiss to her mother,
rushed outside by her father, no time to pack,
fearful about the fate of her missing brother,

a young trainee doctor who never came back.
Rushed outside by her father, no time to pack,
She fled a flowerless city where thousands died,
a young trainee doctor who never came back,
she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried.
She fled a flowerless city where thousands died,
she’d high cheek bones, blue eyes, blonde hair,
she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried
no mementos of her family to help the despair.
She’d high cheekbones, blue eyes, blonde hair,
she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried,
no mementos of her family to help the despair,
she never spoke about her early life in Lwow.
Audrey Ardern-Jones

(Published by Indigo Dreams in ‘Doing the Rounds’ in 2019)
bini TpoAHan

(ona moei maTepi)

BoHa Hikonu He po3nosigana Npo CBOE pPaHHE XUTTA y JIbBOBI,
BoHa po3noBina MeHi Mpo LWOK, AKWA 3arnywwus 6inb,

SK BOHa Miluia OMiBHOYi, MOBIGOMWB B OCTAHHIO XBUJIMHY,
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Tikana nig npocTupagfiaMu nig NboAAHUM LOLLEM.

BoHa po3noBina MeHi Mpo eNeKTPOLLOKOBY Tepanito, ska 3arnaywwuna 6inb,

BOHa Millfa, He NouinyBaB CBOIN MaTepi,

Tikar4u nig NpocTMpagnamu nig Ab0ASHUM AOLLEM

oxonJieHa CTpaxowm, Ai3HaBLWNCb npo AO0JI0 CBOro 3HNUKNOro 6paTa:

BoHa nmiwna, He nouinyeas MaTepi,

Bubirwu Ha Bynuuto nepen 6aTbkoM, He BCTUrLK 3ibpaTu peui,

6yna oxonsieHa CTpaxoMm, Hi3HaBLWINCh npo A0Jit0 CBOro 3HWKNOro 6paTa,

MOJIOAUIA NiKap-CTaXUCT, AKUIA TaK i He NOBEPHYBCH.

Bubirwmu Ha Bynmuto nepen 6aTbkoM, He Matoum Yacy 3ibpaTu peui,

BoHa BTeKN1a 3 HEKBITY4Oro MicTa, Ae 3aruHym TUCaui,
MONIOANN NiKAP-CTaXMNCT, SKUA HIKOSM He MOBEPHYBCSH,
NPOMOBWJIa BHOYI MOAWNTBY, 3aMannna CBiYKy i 3aniakana.
BoHa BTeKNa 3 HEKBITY4Oro MiCTa, A€ 3aruHyam TUCsui,

y Hei 6ynun BUCOKi BuAuULi, 61aknTHI odi, CBiTNE BoNoCCS,
NMPOMOBWJIa BHOYI MOAUTBY, 3aMannna CBidKy i 3aniakana
HeMae Takunx cnoragis npo ii poanHy, Wob noaerwmnTm Big4an.
Y Hei 6ynm Bucoki Bunuui, bnaknTHi o4i, cBiTNE BOMOCCS,
NPOMOBWJIa MOJINTBY BHOYI, 3anasinia CBiYKy i 3annakana:
HeMae Takunx cnoragis npo ii poanHy, Wwob nonerwunTn ii Big4an,
BOHa HiKOAW He POo3MnoBifana NPo CBOE PaHHE XNUTTSA Y JIbBOBI.

Translation by Darina Dvorinchenko
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