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White Roses
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By Audrey Ardern-Jones

White Roses
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(for my mother)

She never spoke about her early life in Lwow,

She told me about shocks that numbed the pain,

how she left at midnight, a last minute tip-off,

escaping under sheets in pelting ice-cold rain.

She told me about ECT that numbed the pain,

she left without giving a kiss to her mother,

escaping under sheets in pelting ice-cold rain

fearful about the fate of her missing brother:

She left without giving a kiss to her mother,

rushed outside by her father, no time to pack,

fearful about the fate of her missing brother,

a young trainee doctor who never came back.

Rushed outside by her father, no time to pack,

She fled a flowerless city where thousands died,

a young trainee doctor who never came back,

she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried.

She fled a flowerless city where thousands died,

she’d high cheek bones, blue eyes, blonde hair,

she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried

no mementos of her family to help the despair.

She’d high cheekbones, blue eyes, blonde hair,

she said a rosary at night, lit a candle and cried,

no mementos of her family to help the despair,

she never spoke about her early life in Lwéow.

Audrey Ardern-Jones

(Published by Indigo Dreams in ‘Doing the Rounds’ in 2019)
bini TposHAM

(ona moel maTepi)

BoHa HiK0sIM He po3noBifaia Npo CBOE PaHHE XUTTA Y JIbBOBI,
BoHa po3noBina MeHi Npo WOk, AKun 3arnywms Ginb,

SIK BOHa MiLla OniBHOYI, MOBILOMMB B OCT@HHIO XBUJINHY,
Tikana nig npocTupagsiaMmu Nig NbOASAHUM LOLLEM.

BoHa po3noBina MeHi Npo eNeKTPOLLOKOBY Tepanito, fka 3arnywuna 6inb,
BOHa MiLlfa, He nouislyBas CBOI MaTepi,

Tikalo4yy Nig npocTupagiamm nig NboASHUM AOLEM

OXOMJiIeHa CTPaxoM, Ai3HaBLUMCL MPO A0 CBOro 3HMKI0ro bpaTa:
BoHa niwna, He nouinysas maTepi,

Bubirwm Ha Bynuuto nepepn 6aTekoM, He BCTUrLIKM 3ibpaTu peyi,
6yna oxonneHa CTpaxoMm, Ai3HaBLUMCb NPO OO0 CBOr0 3HMKAOro bpaTa,
MOJIOAMI JlIKap-CTaXKMNCT, SIKUA TaK i He NOBEPHYBCS.

Bubirwun Ha Bynnuto nepen 6aTbKOM, HE Matoym Yacy 3ibpaTu peui,
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BoHa BTekNa 3 HEKBITYY0ro MiCcTa, Ae 3arMHyam TUcsdi,
MOJIOOANIN NIKAP-CTaXXUCT, SKMUI HIKOIN HE NOBEPHYBCH,
NPOMOBW/IA BHOYI MOAIMTBY, 3anafnnia CBIiYKY i 3anaakana.
BoHa BTekNa 3 HEKBITY4Y0ro MiCTa, Ae 3aruHyam TUcsdi,
y Hel 6ynun BUCOKI BUAULI, 6naknTHI o4i, CBiTNE BOSIOCCSH,
NPOMOBW/IA BHOYI MOAIMTBY, 3anafinnia CBIYKY i 3aniakana
HeMa€ Takux cnoragis npo il poanHy, wob nonerwnTn Bigyan.
Y Hei 6ynn BMCOKI BMAMLi, 6B1aknUTHI 04i, CBiT/Ie BoN0OCCS,
NPOMOBMIA MOMMTBY BHOYI, 3aMafnnia CBIYKY i 3aniakana:
HeMa€ Takux cnorafis npo ii poauHy, wob nonerwunTn ii Big4an,
BOHA HiKOJIM He po3roBifana Npo CBOE PaHHE XUTTS Y JIbBOBI.

Translation by Darina Dvorinchenko

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
2



