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Will sale of Dorking offices compromise housing plans?
Dorking’s former Aviva building has been put up for sale. The offices in Pixham Lane are being marketed by Savills – with the
asking price only available on application. Currently owned by Stonegate Homes, it was set to play a key role in Mole Valley
District Council’s housing targets, having sat empty for years following the decision of insurance company Aviva to leave the
Pixham Lane site in the town at the end of 2016. Failure to meet its targets can have a lasting impact and leave boroughs open to
unwanted development.

Owners Stonegate Homes were contacted but did not respond, and calls have been going straight to answer machine. Planning
permission was granted for the site – often referred to as the former Aviva Building – for 369 homes in a mixture of flats and
townhouses. Savills describes the land as “a substantial former office building”. Built in 1957, it was eventually bought by
Dorking-based developers Stonegate with a view to converting it into homes, but its future is now shrouded with uncertainty.

Savill’s marketing brochure reads: “The site is considered to be an excellent opportunity to acquire one of the most prominent
development sites in Dorking to deliver a mix of flats and houses that are in close proximity to Dorking Station. The location
enjoys views of the Surrey Hills and is within close proximity of open countryside. The site has potential for some additional
planning gain for further additional houses to be delivered, subject to planning and any technical constraints. There is the option
to acquire the whole or to purchase phases with offers invited on an unconditional and subject to planning basis.”

Senior Mole Valley District councillors have said they are keeping a close eye on the sale and how it will affect housing delivery.
Councillor Margaret Cooksey, portfolio holder for planning, said: “We need the homes to be built; they were supposed to be
affordable homes on the site plus other community facilities. We need those to happen. We will be watching closely.”
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