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Wish their paths had not crossed?
Epsom & Ewell FC 0-2 Tadley Calleva*. Combined Counties League – Premier Division Tuesday 19th December 2023.

On a rather chilly Tuesday evening at the Madgwick in front of less than 70 hardy souls, Tadley Calleva made the long journey
over to Surrey and returned with the points after defeating us fairly comfortably by two goals to nil.

Anyone who just looks at the results would have seen Tadley’s heavy defeat at the weekend, but anyone who actually studies them
in detail would have seen that it came against Farnham Town and written it off as an anomaly. Far more relevantly, their three
matches prior to that had been won and there was little doubt that they would collect the points here as they controlled the first
half, scored twice and then kept us at arm’s length for the majority of the second period, despite an improvement from our boys.

Toby Colwell kept his place in goal, but Ollie Thompson was unable to go following his injury at Colliers Wood United that will
keep him out over the Christmas period at least. In his place came Steve Springett while Ethan Nelson-Roberts also returned
which enabled Nick Inwugwu to switch over to right back, releasing Rory Edwards to play back in midfield again. Further forward
Jaan Stanley and Tijani Eshilokun were unavailable, so Sirak Negassi and George Owusu came in for starts with Luke Miller
dropping to the bench and Nick Wilson retaining the Captain’s armband he had been holding since Thompson’s injury.

We nearly had a shocking start as the visitors swept downfield and Alex Miller struck our post with a curling shot inside the first
ten seconds. A regular supporter near me advised the time as six seconds, which, if it had gone in would have represented the
earliest goal ever scored in an Epsom match as far as records could prove. We escaped this time, but apart from a Negassi shot
that was well blocked by a defender, we created little in the first half and were often confronted with the sight of watching the
match at distance as much of the opening “forty-five” was played in our half. Colwell made a couple of good saves midway
through it, with the second of these right out of the top drawer to deny Sheldon Wright.

We made a little progress in the 33rd minute when Thompson Adeyemi fed Negassi who beat two men, but shot weakly at Craig
Atkinson in the Tadley goal from a good position. However, we were back on the defensive soon after and the visitors opened
their account in the 35th minute with a deep corner that was met at the far post with a downward header by Brad Neal. Although
one of our defenders cleared the ball away, it had already crossed the line. Bad became worse when a second followed just four
minutes later with a low drive from Ousman Darboe which nestled in the far corner from the edge of the penalty area.

We could have no complaints about the score to this point, although it was disappointing that we had created so little, particularly
after drawing a blank at Colliers Wood in the previous match. The second half looked like it might follow a similar pattern as
Colwell was forced into another good low save just after the restart, but things got better and we nearly pulled a goal back in the
57th minute when a deep corner found Ade Batula who controlled the ball and shot at goal, only for the ball to be blocked on the
line by a defender with the grateful Atkinson falling onto the ball before we could get that vital touch.

On the hour we saw the return of Tommy Williams after he had completed his four match suspension, although it was originally
meant to be in relief of Reece Tierney whose number came up, only for a quick change of mind by our Management team after
they had spotted that Nelson-Roberts had just picked up an injury and he was the man who came off instead.

Batula was asking a few questions with his pace and he was brought down in the corner for a free kick just a couple of yards in
from the touchline, but the Springett delivery was headed over the bar by Adeyemi. Then Batula broke through the offside trap
and bore down on goal, although his shot was a good height for Atkinson who parried the strike on goal. The visitors had a couple
of strikes from distance, both of which only just missed our top corner, but this was a much better half and Adeyemi climbed to
win a good header which he sent back across goal. It wasn’t clear whether it would have crept inside the post, but it didn’t matter
as a defender was there to hook the ball away in any case.

As we entered the final few minutes of normal time Darboe picked up a yellow card for a clumsy challenge and two minutes later
collected a second card, leaving the visitors with ten men for the remaining two minutes, plus five more of injury time. In between
the two bookings we had our best chance of the match after Adeyemi made a good run and pass to Miller who then put another
substitute through in Tino Carpene, who clipped the ball over Atkinson, only to see the ball miss the far post and also the
incoming Springett by inches.

Our final chance came in the first minute of injury time, but as we sent a long throw in from Williams to the head of the towering
Adeyemi it was apparent that there was no one actually beyond him to finish off a chance should one arrive! The flick on was duly
won, with the ball dribbling past the far post for what would have been a certain tap in, had we gambled. It set the seal on a
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disappointing evening, although it must be remembered that our opponents are looking good for the playoff spots and were very
solid last night.

The League table shows us third from bottom with 14 points from 19 available which currently provides a healthy gap between us
and the two clubs below us. For some reason our club has chosen not to put a League table in its match programmes, which is a
shame because it looks a lot better than it did at the end of September! Hopefully, we can continue to increase the number of
points between us and the single relegation place when we visit Horley on Saturday for another important League fixture.

Epsom & Ewell: Toby Colwell, Nick Inwugwu, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Steve Springett, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson ©, Ade Batula,
Thompson Adeyemi, George Owusu, Rory Edwards, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Tommy Williams for Nelson-Roberts (59), Luke Miller for Owusu (74), Tino Carpene for Batula (80), Kiyo Brown for Negassi
(80)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

The word Calleva means “where the paths cross“.


