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World Cup injury time knocks Epsom and Ewell out of
local cup
Dorking Wanderers B 2-1 Epsom & Ewell FC – Southern Combination League Division One Cup – Second Round – Saturday 3rd
December 2022.

A controversial 97th minute winner from Ben Aubrey secured passage through to the Quarter-Final of the Division One Cup for
Dorking Wanderers B and denied our boys the chance to repeat their run to the Final from last season.

I’m not sure what it is about these two teams, but they seem to bring out the worst in each other! Although a neutral might well
have enjoyed this match; played at speed, full of commitment, heavy challenges and erratic refereeing, this was a frustrating
encounter to witness as an Epsom supporter.

To me, it seemed like these teams always cancel each other out and this contest had very few real chances of note within the
ninety minutes before the home side scored a late winner, that numerous sources told me was offside in the build up.

It was clear from the starting line up that our Management had chosen to give a few of our regulars some time off for this cup tie.
Before this match three players had taken part in all of our previous twenty matches, yet none of them even took the field for this
contest. Both Ryan Smith and Zach Powell missed their first starts of the season, with Powell not even on the bench and Brad
Peters also sat this one out with the subs. I had posed the question in my preview as to how important this match was, and the
answer was clear, and understandably so. However, it was important for Camrun Zain who finally made his debut in goal after
performing well for us in pre-season. He also became the first player in our club history to have a surname beginning with Z!

That said, there was still enough quality on the field to win this match. Josh Alder started ahead of Jamie Byatt, while Ben
Bauchop, Oliver Thompson and Kevin Moreno-Gomez made their first starts for the club and all contributed well. We then got off
to a fine start in the tenth minute when Jaevon Dyer’s square ball in from the right was well dummied and Alder ran onto it and
smashed the ball low past Joshua Wilson from twelve yards, although there was doubt about the goal for a few seconds as an old
issue re-appeared.

Back in December 2018 we scored three goals in four matches where the ball had hit the diagonal stanchion supporting the post
and bounced back into play. It had never happened before or since. Until now! At first it wasn’t clear that the goal had been
spotted by the referee or his Assistant, but thankfully common sense prevailed and the goal was given. Seriously though, who
designs goals like this!

Anyway, Alder’s goal against his former club had us in control and we continued to hold the balance of play as the half
progressed. Bauchop’s free kick was blocked before Alder went down in the area, only to then pick up a yellow card for
simulation, which, judging by the lack of complaint from the players, appeared to be the right decision.

Alder’s shot was saved easily enough by Wilson and Bauchop’s next free kick was a couple of feet wide of the post. As we
approached the half Alder got a toe to Dyer’s ball in, but was at full stretch and was unable to direct it on target. In response the
home side showed little except for a couple of long range strikes, one of which Zain had to palm away just before the break.

What we really needed in the second half was to retain a bit more control in the middle of the park, but gradually we found
ourselves holding less of the possession and Dorking were level in the 55th minute after a harmless enough looking ball was
played in to Mark Soares, who then lobbed the advancing Zain who watched the ball drop down and bounce up into the net for
the equaliser.

The home side sent a free kick wide but we were soon back on the attack and just after the hour Alder was put through again. He
cut back onto his right foot and sent a curling strike towards the far corner where Wilson made an excellent save at full stretch to
tip the ball over. From the corner Dyer shot wide after the original delivery was punched clear and we then brought on Byatt and
Athan Smith-Joseph in an attempt to force the win.

In reality though, neither were able to stamp their authority on proceedings and a succession of injuries and niggly fouls ensured
that the contest would become broken up and lead to quite a few minutes being added on. And in the seventh minute of injury
time with penalties looming, a crossfield ball over to the right wing was squared low into the six yard box where Aubrey was there
to knock the delivery past Zain. There were protestations from our boys over the offside claim and the game ended with a lot of
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heated discussion between players and even Management as some from the home team had run on to the pitch after that late
goal.

But it was too late to do anything about it and it is Dorking Wanderers B that now progress to a Quarter-Final at home to Arundel,
while we still haven’t won a competitive match at the new Meadowbank Stadium in six attempts. We will of course have another
chance soon as we return here on 2nd January for a far more important League match.

Epsom & Ewell: Camrun Zain, Gideon Acheampong (c), Johnny “Sonic” Akoto, Nick Wilson, Aaron Bogle, Oliver Thompson, Jaevon
Dyer, Ben Bauchop, Josh Alder, Gavin Quintyne, Kevin Moreno-Gomez

Subs: Athan Smith-Joseph for Quintyne (73), Jamie Byatt for Alder (73), Josh Owen for Bauchop (84)


